Leona Valley Town Council

General Meeting Minutes

January 14, 2008


Pending Council Approval

Call to order

7:35 PM

All members present.

Minutes from last meeting reviewed (Waters) MSC Benoit/Love approved.

Treasurers Report (Wood)

Still in transition from  $1620 from lawsuit intervener status reimbursement. More $ coming from other segments perhaps. Bill Elliott suggested that Wood contact lawyers to find out final financial disposition. Wood to follow-up and contact.

Downey Savings – 

Will be coming to change signature cards. (no show)

Public Comment

Any public comments?  

(Lana Seymour) Portable electric signs on Bouquet don’t work – big sign down as they don’t know who to send the invoice to.

Norm Hickling stated the software is malfunctioned and none work. Hickling’s office notified by Alice

AV Water Plan

· AV Integrated Water Plan – last year LV initiated conservation plan so we were selected to participate. Palmdale Water District may monitor each home for lawn watering – future

· Water savings plan pilot program. LV has been chosen to pilot the program. 2 scenarios.

· An “out of the box” solution. District 40 will install and monitor hardware.

· (Wood) LA Co Water Works District 40. EV controllers electro vapor. Placed in ground to monitor ground moisture. LV will receive first grant money to complete pilot program for District 40. Letter passed out from LA Co Water Works. Suggested Leona Valley Vineyards as sponsor pilot. 40% of money paid by sponsor. This is well water

· Irrigation off Cal Water from Cherry Grower’s to run a parallel project. Cal Water will pay the 40% with this pilot.

· Private citizens may be able to participate by early Spring 2008 after beta testing.

· LVTC to ask for the money from LA Co Water District to participate.

· If Cherry Grower on a personal well is interested in participating contact Robert Wood.

· Roll out in 60 days throughout the summer. 

· Post-pilot will be available to all residents.

· Ultimate management: District 40 and Palmdale Water District 

Assignment: Letter from LVTC – Wood to clean up letter and bring to next meeting for approval.

Waste Management – Sandra Pursley Public Relations

April = Environmental Pride Month. Will provide roll offs (# to be determined) at the 1 place of our choosing; open house at AVECC for recycling hazardous materials; LV to pick a date for clean-up and recycling. Use as a Fund Raiser, 6AM – 11 AM WM gives for free but community can charge (Lake Hughes & Acton did this)

· Assign to Community Outreach

· Available dates on Saturday in April; 661-203-7451 Sandra’s Cell Phone

· Create announcement for LVIA presentation Thursday.

· Determine location in LV

· Don’t buy plastic – hard to resell by WM

Valley Vineyard Tract Homes – Drainage (Allday)

· Old Tract map displayed

· 2 unnamed tributaries near Amargosa Creek (1) near 87th (2) Bouquet Canyon near Ritter property (also known colloquially as the upper Bouquet Creek); 

· Cannot increase volume or speed of water that exists currently on the property after it’s developed. Must remain the same. Runoff (rooftops, driveways, streets) +85% will not have any runoff. County considers this open space. Remaining will be runoff. 

· Don’t increase water from current runoff. If so downstream residents can agree to assume more water in conjunction with developer’s report.

· Retention basins needed. Fish & Game jurisdiction impact near 87th St only. Fish and game does not have jurisdiction over waterway that crosses Bouquet Canyon Road (arm of the Amargosa). 

· Retention basins are developed nest Fish & Game designated property; no water will drain to Fish & Game properties. Basins will percolate within 7 days to percolate into ground. Vector Control requires this for mosquito control. County requires maintenance of Basins.

· 3.5 ft deep with3: 1 17-degree sides (retention basins)

· Drainage report prepared by Developer’s engineers August 2006 prepared (flipped through pages of “some” report)

· Report submitted to LA County for approval pending

· Riprap = boulders along the road to prevent drainage where concrete isn’t poured.

· Compacted soil to 95% per report. 

Question: How will retention basins blend in with LV? 

Answer: Working with Regional Planning to make them aesthetically acceptable to CSD.

(Benoit suggests making the basins similar to those in Monte Nido, in unincorporated Los Angeles County).

Question: What are the Riparian area set backs requirements regulated by Fish & Game?

Answer: Area unknown.

Question: Does the site percolate?

Answer: 27 Perc tests have been done on the property. Map has been submitted to Health Dept for Septic Systems. County Public Works Dept.

Comment: The drainage pattern and intensity of water does not match Developer’s indication based on retention basin. Leona Valley needs to challenge report as resident’s photographs depict a different story!

Question: Do you have clearance with the Department of Fish and Game?

Answer: Not answered

Comment/Allday: There are no wild animals or lions or anything like that-that you indicated in your comment on our project.

Answer/Benoit: Untrue. There is a family of red foxes that live on that site in the spring. The property is a wildlife corridor. 

Question: How much experience does your engineer have in developing properties in Leona Valley? Has your engineer ever been sued?

Answer: Not answered

Question: What happens if the offsite drainage is still unsafe to other properties and roadways?

Answer: The County is in charge of the retention basins.

Question: Whom do we sue if our properties are damaged as a result of the drainage from this property?

Answer: No answer.

Comment from Allday: Our drainage plan is for the actual rain fall of the area.

Question: In 2005, Leona Valley had rain fall in excess of 50 inches. We have several years when the rain is in the range of 30 to 40 inches. Is your project engineered to accommodate that level of rainfall?

Answer: Flips through report; no answer.

Comment from Allday: If you have a problem with the proposed drainage, you can write a letter to the Department of Public Works.

Septic = Co. Public Works, Health Dept, State Water Agency

121 septic tanks and/or leach pits can fit but looking into “green” treatment plant for this area.

Topic for next meeting: = Landscaping, water conservation and native plants

Elizabeth Lake Road Status (Norm Hickling)

· Ongoing saga = accidents, poor vision for drivers.

· Bottom line = City of Palmdale has jurisdiction and has instructed their legal team to work with Bond Company to release dollars so road improvements can be made. Steve Williams (Palmdale City Manager) has communicated with Bond Co to check different financial resources to complete the road.

· What can LVTC do? Phone calls & letters have helped immensely.

· City of Palmdale feels the same way LV does about condition of road. It will take time (unknown timeframe)

· Residents of LV are prepared to “march” to get this done. Developer has responsibility to complete this.  

· Robert Wood has agreed to go to the next City of Palmdale Planning Meeting to discuss Elizabeth Lake Road.

Discussion: (Bill Elliott) What will it take to have LA County take the road back from Palmdale? There is a process to make this happen. Palmdale is not maintaining the road the way the County did in the past. It’s not in our best interest to push this issue unless we push Palmdale!

Community Outreach

Jan Powell had her first Community Outreach Project Team meeting on January 10, 2008. The following are the task assignments for the project:

1. Invite Green Valley Town Council, The Lakes Town Council, and LVIA Committee Chairpersons and the Fire Safe Council to participate in the Project and calendar postings.

2. Secure all annual calendars from participants. Consolidate calendars for one unified public posting. 

3. Create a “Resident’s E-Mail Database” campaign.

4. Evaluate the LVTC Website’s capacity to hyperlink all Leona Valley Organizations.

5. Update the Shadowbox at Rancher’s Market to include posting space for all Organizations.

6. Investigate the costs to purchase, or make, and Organizational sandwich-style sign promoting monthly standing meetings.

7. Investigate the cost to make a banner sign for each Organization to be used for marketing, membership drives and name recognition.

8. Review the concept of “street leaders” to be prepared to “spread the word”.

9. Create a country-style logo for each Organization to gain name recognition.

10. Install a separate mailbox at Rancher’s for Community Outreach Project.

The next Community Outreach meeting is February 7, 2008.

Energy Transport Corridor (Waters)

· Statewide consortium to see what’s going on with statewide corridors.

· Ontario meeting

· Meeting was not interesting. Public testimony. Everyone spoke against it.

· Federal land corridors only. Private land usage area unknown.

· BLM representative says not Forest Service corridors but on Fed land only. Indicated that existing corridors set aside will be used. West of San Francisquito Canyon and Lake Hughes.

· Will alternates be offered? Perhaps where designated areas aren’t.

· PGE might extend corridor outside of existing designated corridors.

· All energy companies using the same existing corridors (PG&E, DWP, Edison)

· Public meeting: Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project with Chino hills – we won’t attend.

Assignment: Track what BLM and PG & E (Renewable energy projects) is doing as it relates to Leona Valley.

Power Lines & Bouquet Canyon (Waters)

· Defeated Alt-5

· Alt-2 – should LVTC take a position? 

· Alice went to San Fran authorized to testify against Atl-2 that went around Bouquet Canyon while observing the process for the Alt 5 vote.

· Against – could adversely effect our position with Alt-5

· Bouquet Canyon group is asking for donations from LVTC (not part of the lawsuit)

· EIR for Alt-2 & Alt-4. Alice read EIR findings into record:

“If the wildfire were burning east (due to westerly winds), there would be no ground suppression tactic between the mid-slope fire and the structures located in Bouquet Canyon. Because portions of the alternative are less than half a mile from Bouquet Canyon Road, should a fire occur mid-slope in or adjacent to the proposed transmission line and the winds are blowing westerly, the adverse impact to safety for Bouquet Canyon would be significant. Depending on wind speeds, Mitigation Measure F-6 (De-energize the Transmission Line) would decrease the community safety concern, but if the wind speeds are high and the fire is moving quickly, the time to shut down the transmission line would not mitigate this concern. Mitigation Measure F-8b (Provide Transmission Line Safety Training to ANF Staff) would aid in training fire staff on what they could safely accomplish during fire suppression efforts to minimize risk. Depending on weather conditions, community safety concerns in Bouquet Canyon would still be significant (Class 1). No mitigation can be recommended to mitigate this impact such that it would not be significant.”

Motion No. 1: to favor to support Alt-2 effort (Waters/Wood) MSC unanimous 

Motion No. 2: Donation to Bouquet Canyon Legal Fund =  Motion to give $1620 (Waters/Wood) MSC unanimous

Town Council PTO Interface (Love)

· Advised of Community Outreach Group meeting although they didn’t show up.

· Angela’s letter given today with 120 signatures. 

· Meeting tomorrow night, Hillview School @ 7: 00 PM  and Angela will F/U with Suzy.

Community Standards District (Benoit)

On January 7, 2008, we had our first Town Hall Meeting. We gave an overview of the process to the community and addressed some highlights of the document. We then asked requests for suggestions, additions or changes to the document from the audience, which are as follows:

1. Allan Copeland had suggested allowing refreshment stands for residential (agricultural) zoned sites. The audience and the committee were in agreement and the CSD has been modified accordingly.

2. John Seymour was concerned that because we don’t allow for airports in our CSD, that this could be misinterpreted to prohibit remote control (toy/hobby) aircraft in the community. We have added a footnote to the CSD document for clarification.
3. Joe Levesque of Northside Drive has a pre-existing issue with the present CSD and his lighted riding arena. Joe Levesque has requested a revision of Page 3, Item C. ii. of the Draft CSD which states "Event or task lighting must be shielded from a distance of 100 feet inside the property line of the parcel containing the event lighting." Because there are narrow lots in Leona Valley, this item has been changed to: “The illuminating elements of the lamps with a luminance of 600 lumens or more must not be visible past the property line when measured at an eye height of five feet.”

Upcoming CSD Events: January 24, 2008 will be our 2nd Town Hall meeting; February 5, 2008 is election day.
Significant Ecological Areas & AV Area Wide Plan (Benoit)

Bill & Alice to meet with the County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning Environmental Section to review Current and Proposed Significant Ecological Areas for Leona Valley

AV Area Wide plan (Town & Country) review due today. Photos and commentary were submitted on Saturday.

Old Business

· Letter about wine support was sent

· Valley Vineyards letter status? Documents can be posted on our website but we don’t have an official release. Letter from Valley Vineyard to be considered a sufficient release? Make it part of the minutes therefore it’s public record therefore we can upload their proprietary documents. Pdf editor needed to prepare documents for website uploading less than 10 MB.

· LV intervener status on water rates (Larry Tyler)  4  170-pg documents available for review. How should we respond to the Judge. We should respond to the ALJ. (Alice)

· Rich off for the next 2 LVTC meetings.

New Business

· Jackie’s Plasma TV, Internet Connection and PowerPoint presentation capabilities.

· Bob Barjam  SunCal 1-17-08, 7: 00 PM Public meeting @ Palmdale City Hall

· Agenda - Final map for phase 1.

· According to Guyla Clayton, the Swopes are now in charge of the Community Sign.

Adjourned 9:45 PM
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