LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL 
WORKING MEETING MINUTES
January 28, 2008

 

1. Call to Order- Benoit: meeting called to order at 7:30 pm

2. Pledge of Allegiance- Benoit

3. Roll Call- Present: Benoit, Love, Waters, Tyler, Powell. Absent: Thomas, Wood 

4. Public Comment: Benoit: None. Benoit stated this is a working meeting.

5. Meeting Minutes: Waters Approved by those present 

6. Downey Savings: The Town Council has not been able to write checks as a result of not being able to update the Downey signature card for the account. All members must be present at the same time for signatures as this is now a Homeland Security requirement. Suzy will coordinate this effort.

7. Elizabeth Lake Road/Suncal: Larry Tyler and Bill Elliot gave a report on a meeting they attended in the City of Palmdale. The following subjects were discussed

· Appeal of City Decision ( Palmdale has granted the Sun Cal project an extension of the “Subdivision” project due to a market turn down, This extension does not relieve Sun Cal from finishing E.L. Rd. 

Council moved to appeal the decision of Palmdale to extend the project pending investigation into our legal obligation of prior settlement agreement (2004)."nor does it condition finishing ELR as a part of the approval.  This is what we objected to".

"THE COUNCIL OBJECTED TO THE APPROVAL NOT HAVING A CONDITION TO FINISH CONSTRUCTION OF ELIZABETH LAKE ROAD, AND THAT WILL BE THE THRUST OF OUR OBJECTION.
· Condition of Road: new accident as of Saturday; full rollover; 

· Status of Road: unchanged

· Incident Reports: Alice Benoit has obtained accident reports from the CHP. Has ordered from the City of Palmdale, with no response;

8. Traffic Safety in Leona Valley: Tyler: Larry asked dif the speed limit on Leona Av. could be lowered, he was advised that last time that was sought the limits were actually raised because of their (county) traffic study. Subject dropped.

9. Community Outreach: Powell: Jan gave summary of the status of the project, things are coming together.

10. Ana Verde School: Love: Suzy gave an update on what’s going on, Ana Verde is still seeking a solution to their school location problems, will likely not affect L.V. school this coming year.

11. Meeting Scheduling Conflicts: Love: Suzy has prior commitment to teach school on Monday’s, asked if it was ok for her to be late or absent from “Working Meetings” No one saw a problem with that. 

12. Community Standards District: Benoit: This was discussed at length, considerable comments from the audience. Lighting issues were the most discussed. CSD committee is still reviewing corrections to be made to CSD before they are presented for voting in Feb. Recent changes included allowing additional sea-land containers based on the size of the site; as well as recording by covenant, the CSD for new construction in excess of 400 square feet; there were no objections from the Council or the audience. 

13. Zoning Violations: Benoit: 
a.) Joe Levesque, a resident of Northside Drive, has had a complaint filed against his property in regards to his lighted riding arena. It has been under investigation by the County Planning Department. Resolution and enforcement is presently at the sole discretion of the County. Levesque asked the Town Council to pay for the shielding he may need for his arena lighting fixtures. The Town Council declined as it does not pay for capital improvements to private properties.

b.) A homeowner has a complaint about a zoning violation near their property. Alice Benoit will provide the homeowner with the appropriate complaint form to be sent to the Department of Regional Planning.
14. Election Committee: Love/Powell; Love determined what was needed for the TC part during the election day process, and started lining up members to man the table during the day.
15. Significant Ecological Areas: Benoit. Bill Elliott and Alice Benoit met with a member of the County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning, Environmental section, to review the proposed Significant Ecological Area for Leona Valley. The County is considering a further expansion of this overlay. Alice reported that we can have an expanded SEA done if we request it.. Decided to ask for it, Alice will presume.

16. Green Building Standards: Benoit: These standards are in the works, implementation is pending by the County of Los Angeles. The County of Los Angeles Green Building Standards are posted on the website at: www.LeonaValleyTownCouncil.org. 

17. Old Business: None.

18. New Business: 

Jan suggested that Councilperson prepare a written report when presenting information at each meeting. This will help the Secretary with accurate reporting and decrease the amount of time needed to “bring the Council up to speed”.

The following report from Larry Tyler regarding a proposal to release in Antelope Valley. 

Kenneth Rasmussen SEXUALLY VIOLENT PREDATOR
Two time assault on children, one 11 years old, and after serving time in prison and Atascadero State Hospital; Assaulted a 3 year old. He is a sexually violent predator.
2nd convicted, sent to prison, released on parole and sent to Atascadero State Hospital in 1996.
In 2007 he was released from Att S.H by appellate court and given conditional release to reside in Santa Barbara County. To be supervised by a 24/7 tracking device. Bear in mind, the conditional release can be changed to release at any time.
Santa Barbara residents have, protested his presence, Rasmussen's mother has asked for his transfer to Los Angeles County. ON, 2/6 a judge in LA Co. Superior Court will hear the arguments and give ruling on whether he can be moved to our county and placed in the antelope valley.
A transfer of a sexually violent predator from one county to another will be a first since the presumption is a released predator will be released in the county of his last known residence, and stay there. This is a bad precedent.
Had Rasmussen perpetrated his atrocities after Jessica's law was in place, after his 1st offense he would have been sent to prison for life.
Senator Runner asked for our email addresses, and will send us data on how to contact the Judge who will be hearing the case 2/6. He is asking us to email our objections, and if possible, plan to attend the hearing and be ready to voice our objections.
19. Adjourn; At 9:10

Meeting Location
Leona Valley Community Center
8367 Elizabeth Lake Road, Leona Valley
Time: 7:30 PM

