LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 9, 2009 MEETING

Council Members Present

Rich Thomas, Alice Benoit, Suzy Love, Mike Waters, Larry Tyler, Bill Elliott

Pledge to flag – Rich Thomas
Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve minutes with amendments by Mike Waters approved and seconded by Larry Tyler.

Treasurer report: Mike Waters

WAMU went up $1,000.00 Downey CD comes due in March.  Total all accounts $109,891.69.   We wrote one check out.  Motion to approve Suzy Love, second Larry Tyler all approved.  

President’s comments, Richard Thomas: 

Antonovich Letter: Letter from Norm Hickling/Antonovich re: electric lines on Reitano will scan onto website (Alice Benoit)

ARTC Needs Rural Definition: ARTC meeting realized that Mark Herwick from the County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning doesn’t have a good definition of rural.  Alice Benoit will write input on the matter along with other town councils.

Fire Station Dedication: Supervisor Antonovich wants to know if anyone wanted to go to dedication ceremonies for fire stations 93 and 36, both in Palmdale. (No)

Winery and Tasting Room Ordinance: County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning Draft ordinance for wineries and tasting rooms.  Alice Benoit and Bill Elliott will review.

Barren Ridge Power line meeting – Lake Elizabeth School –February 18 at 5:30.

Alternatives C and D is what the Lakes would like. There will be an informational meeting on the 26th of February here at LV Community Center at 5:30.  

Dark Sky Meeting:  Two meetings on proposed lighting rules for rural areas.  One meeting is in Santa Clarita the other is Wed. Feb. 5 at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Dept. Training Center (it’s on Town Council website)

Schools in A-2 zones: Public Information ordinance and zoning changes for private schools’ to go into A- 2 zones. Alice Benoit will write the County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning on this matter.

Brown Act Training for any or all of us.  It is February 28, Saturday, at the Lakes Community Center 8:30 a.m. till 11:30 a.m.  The assistant city attorney for Palmdale will be presenting the seminar.

All postings at Ranchers or Jackie’s from the Town Council will have the TC Logo on it – it will say official posting and/or be on the Town Council letterhead.

Franchise Trash Service: County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works called Rich Thomas.  They are the ones who are in charge of the franchise trash contract.  He talked with the lady in public works and there are many people who are interested in this.  She proposed that she meet with a couple of us.  Wants to hear concerns from two of our council members and meet with them.  Bill Elliott said we should have community members involved.  Suzy Love agreed with Bill Elliott.  Rich Thomas says it should just be two council members.  

Two years ago, the Town Council determined that we wanted multiple choices for trash collection and made that decision.  If we’re going to have a rewording of this I think it’s unacceptable.  Scan it put it on the website Suzy Love and Bill Elliott will be on this issue.  All 17 towns that are franchised went for one hauler.  

Mountain Yodeler & Special Council Meeting: On January 21, 2009 we had a special meeting it was held at Jackie’s, we posted 72 hours notice about the Mountain Yodeler not being able to send out to individuals due to financial difficulties.  We discussed in detail whether we should have this paper.  We decided it was good to know what was going on in other areas.  However, we know the Town Council is not in a position to bail out enterprises.  So we talked with the editor to see what would help solve the situation.  We came up with some ideas with talking to Green Valley President and the Lakes Town Council.  We decided to purchase services (advertising) that we actually need.  We’ve been struggling for four years in trying to get the word out about our Town Council and what our projects are and the need for community involvement; the second advertisement would say what projects we can use help with and how to get involved.  The final ad would be for getting people to run and get involved with the Town Council.  

Terry Zinger asked what is the magnitude of the problem for Dahlia Grossman and the Mountain Yodeler? Ms. Grossman said that the advertising is down about 50%.  The paper gets about $2,500 for ads and the expenses are about $1,500.00. Terry Zinger said we’ve known you since the Yodeler started and you (the community) should pay for subscriptions.  

Ann Breight said we really need to thank the advertisers when you use them and tell them you saw the ad in the Yodeler.  Vance Kirkpatrick stated that it does seem like a bailout and he hopes that we don’t do it again.  Dahlia Grossman said Lakes is also helping with advertising.

Public Comment: Christine Stoddard says the meeting minutes for the prior meetings need to be posted way earlier, in compliance with the Brown Act. So, I (Suzy Love) need to get them out earlier.

Post Office: Alice Benoit said Dave Clayton said that Leona Valley Post office is closing.  There was a lot postage supplies missing and George Maida sold the business to his brother Tony.  You can’t buy stamps or anything at Ranchers.  Larry Tyler said postmaster was out today and there was a lot of discussion but he doesn’t know what the outcome was yet.  Alice Benoit will look into it. 

Heritage Park: Karl Pearcy states we’re about a week from having the project done.  A big thanks to Mike Waters’s son, Rich Thomas and Larry Tyler, Norm Hickling and Mike Antonovich.

Septic Systems: In January 2009 new standards were suppose to be enacted.  They allocated $300,000.00 to be assigned to look into rules and regulations re: septic systems and ground water.  Karen Bryan was looking into this but she’s not here tonight.  Mike Waters is the Septic Tank guy.  Norm Hickling said that the Health Dept that the state has put this on hold.  

Waste Management’s contract.  They are going to present it – they brought 6 or 7 people – only three are going to come up to speak.  Tracy Welch, account manager of WM, if you have any questions 223-3442.  Kit Cole, the director of external affairs there’s cards for everyone along with snacks.  There is route people, territory area.  She is Sandra’s boss cell and office 818 822 6378.  Sandra Pursley community mgr 203-7451.  Donnie Carter, District manager 223-3480 for the Antelope Valley.  

The contract is blown up and the arrows are where Mr. Kirkpatrick has concerns.  Vance Kirkpatrick – he brought a copy and outlined several things he thinks are important.  This contract only covers the bins not the barrels. Vance indicates he does want to get stuck with a situation with Waste Management.  Vance said he called Waste Management many times over the months and was given the third degree.  The contract says you have to cancel with a certified mail.  Waste Management said they mailed a response, Vance didn’t receive it, then WM said they didn’t really send it they   faxed it (Vance doesn’t have a fax) after about a month they sent a certified mail from the retention division. 

What finally got him out of the contract that he really never had is that Norm Hickling and Antonovich got involved and they finally picked up the bin. Per this WM contract, you (the homeowner) have liquidated damages if you cancel and have to pay for the legal service for their attorney to sue you if you don’t follow their contract.  We should not have a monopoly and why would we want to deal with a company that is duplicitous.  (Deceitful)

We are very sorry and embarrassed was Waste Management’s response.

You can now go through anyone here and that is why we all gave you the phone numbers.  Bill Ramsey, a community member in White Fence Farms, said he talked to Tracey personally and she gave me the runaround and he had to go to the County and a number of other people before he finally got some satisfaction.

Bernhard Staschik, he called twice the local number provided by Waste Management, they promised to call back and then he called 800 number and it was like a new event and had no response to his request.

Henry Izzo, he handed you flyers and would like if you would take the time to go through the fines, organized crime, political corruption, and environmental history associated with Waste Management.  He states that there are huge problems with this company.  We’ve asked Mr. Norm Hickling numerous times to file suit with the US Attorney’s office against Waste Management.  Henry Izzo and John Grimm met with Norm Hickling numerous times and there has been no action taken by Antonovich’s office whatsoever.  We shouldn’t be doing business with a company like Waste Management at all.  

Response to this by Waste Management is that there are more people in jail and we now have a brand new CEO.  We have stringent guidelines.  Henry Izzo states we should look up Simi Valley and the issues they are having right now with Waste Management, the Supervisor for that County was not reelected and now works for Waste Management.

Bill Elliott states there seems to be a policy by Waste Management to give the customer the run around.  Bill asked if they have a training procedure for these people on the phone.  He wonders if part of the procedures is “how to give the people a runaround?” 
Waste Management: We have no other customers that have been asked to sign the contract.  We did this because we need predictability so we know what we need to buy trucks, infrastructure.  

Resident: I did some basic math and in Feb 2006 the rate was $86, in two years it went up to over $126.  I save over $500 with this new company.  When she tried to cancel with Waste Management, they interrogated her, they asked for escrow papers because she said she was moving.

Another question from audience. Are the rates the same or different for each person?  No they’re different based on difficulty in servicing the bin.

Ken Price – he said he had Waste Management for a long time, when he called to try to change he had problems.  He said his problem was almost exactly like what Vance Kirkpatrick experience was.  I don’t understand why – in the county we don’t have to have a trash service. The competitor he went with has been the exact same rate since he changed over no increases.

Terry Zinger – do I have to sign the contract to get service?  Sandra Pursley – no you don’t have to sign a contract.

Juanita Kirkpatrick- she spoke with four different people and she got nowhere.  There are a lot more people that have a problem here with Waste Management. 

Guyla Clayton: one of the reasons there is so many problems is because of the deceptiveness of Waste Management.

Valley Vineyards: Mr. Ford:  We have an update on Valley Vineyards which has been submitted to the County. They’ve been working on project over two years. Situated on 300 acres. There will be an entry on Bouquet Canyon Road, one and one-half miles south of Elizabeth Lake Road;

Mr. Ford states he is not proposing track housing or high density.  He states some of the significant changes are a reduction of the number of units (how many reduced?)from 121 to 117; no mass grading, eliminated riparian impact, no curbs and gutters and increased open space.  The density now is 117 units, the grading 9800 cy per lot.  Seven miles of public trails; added green features and dark sky elements. On average, the project will have one lot per 2.5 acres, but with clustering, will have homes situated on lots as small as one and one half acres. The total open space is now 212 acres, an increase of 29 acres.  There will be 122 acres of vineyards and 60 acres dedicated to homes  He says there will be minimal landscaping.  Retention of rain water with rain gardens and rain barrels.  The streets will have roundabouts, bio swales and permeable pavement. 40% of the project will be open space; 40% will be agricultural; balance is towards streets and pads; 122 acres of vineyards. Street width is 28 feet; No street lights; bio swales; twelve foot wide trails; permeable pavement for recharge (into compacted soil?); no storm water will leave the site; 
The sewage treatment will be an advanced treatment system (not septic). It is 98% cleaner; treatment of effluent matter on site; same footprint as three standard homes for the entire project; the water will be treated twice through surface pipes and these will be utilized to water the plants/vineyard. The process is called Evapotranspiration. There will be a pressurized drip system; 

They plan no impact on the creeks; there will be a bridge over the creek; no street lights; no light trespass; auto shut off devices; dark sky requirements will be put into the CC & R’s. The project was submitted to the Department of Regional Planning last week. 

Question from audience: Is it still a gated community? Ford said Yes.  He also said they now have a dated conditional will serve letter that is valid from California Water and AVEK. This conditional will serve has been accepted by the County. Have not worked out where they will get their supplemental water to support the project. Will figure it out “later”. Ford states that AVEK and Cal Water will give them water but Valley Vineyard will have to find the water to supplement the project.
Question from Audience: Your project has blocked the granite mountain riding trail. Answer: We don’t’ know about that trail. The parks/trails dept are happy with our trail proposal; 
Meeting adjourned
Meeting adjourned 9:35 p.m.

PAGE  
1

