Leona Valley Town Council
General Meeting Minutes
February 11, 2008


1. Call to Order- @ 7:30 pm Thomas


2. Pledge of Allegiance: Thomas


3. Roll Call: Waters- (Town Council present) Thomas, Benoit, Wood, Waters. Absent, Love (Alternates present) Tyler. Powell (excused)


4. Public Comment: Thomas- 

Dahlia Grossman: Lake Elizabeth Golf Course is open on weekends. 

Christine Stoddard: The Community Building (LVIA) needs new flags.


5. Treasurers Report: Wood – A Treasurer’s Report has not been prepared. Robert Wood will obtain assistance from Bill Elliott on this matter.


6. Downey Savings: Wood- Cathy from Downey Savings had all Council members present sign forms to change the accounts over and make them current. Also, by resolution, agreed to allow Wood and Elliot (Signers from last year) to sign checks for the outstanding receipts presented. Downey Savings has requested another copy of our Non Profit Incorporation documents as they have lost them again. Downey Savings needs a Statement of Information, which will cost $6.00 to file.


7. Meeting Minutes: Waters- Benoit makes a motion to approve the minutes. Thomas and Wood abstain. Waters seconds the motion to approve the minutes. The motion is carried.


8. Water: Wood- 

Robert presented Chris Whitley from California Water Service. Chris stated that the shut down time for AVEK dates are revised to: Feb. 26th- Mar. 1st, they are well prepared for the shut down and foresee no problem in furnishing Leona Valley with water during this period.

According to Chris Whitley, California Water Service has made a deposit for “dry year” water. Leona Valley is now looking good in spite of other State projects and projected shortages. California Water Service is prepared to meet the water needs of Leona Valley in the coming year.

Larry Tyler reviewed the rate increase documents with California Water Service. California Water Service will likely receive 60% of the amount they had originally requested.


9. Valley Vineyard Tract Homes Topic "Landscape Plan": Allday- John Allday made a presentation on his companies plans for their subdivision. He also fielded questions from the audience. 

Allday indicated the following:

· Has a new tentative map

· Retention basins are still in place

· Project will be in compliance with all codes and adopted standards.

· Trail has been extended. He met with SunCal and they agreed to connect trail from the Valley Vineyard Tract to Ritter Ranch approximately 350 feet north of the major curve in the road on Bouquet Canyon. A resident asked how the trails would be accessed as Bouquet is a busy roadway: Allday states the equestrian access will likely include a traffic light. (Note: Traffic light would be in violation of the Ritter Ranch Settlement Agreement). John Grimm, Captain of the Leona Valley Fire Department, asked if there would be a curve realignment. Indicated that there are accidents in that area and hitting a horse with a car would hurt. Allday indicates the curve will not be straightened. 

· Hillside Management requires 70% open space; their project allows for 76% open space, which includes some of the private yard areas, hillside, ridges, trails and easement areas.

· In order to enhance the agricultural intent of the community, 100 acres will be vineyard. Agricultural covenant will be obtained.

· An outside wine growing expert company, for profit, will manage the vineyard. The vineyard will be located in the open space area and within easements/covenants on some of the residential lots within the subdivision. The easements would restrict the use of private property.

· Plans five to six varietals of wine.

· Licensee is responsible for the vineyard liability and maintenance. 

· If the vineyard were to be dissolved/destroyed, the vineyard land would revert back to open space.

· The Homeowners Association will incur no costs associated with the maintenance of the vineyard, as it is a for profit operation. The management company may contribute funds to the HOA, or may give each homeowner a gift of a case of wine during the good production years.

· In meetings with California Water Service, Valley Vineyard has already addressed the additional water supply needed for grapes.

· Grapes plants will aid in the erosion control of the hillsides. 

· Presently there is no provision on line if grapes don’t work out.

· Within the Hillside Management Areas, 70% of the open space area may include un-graded areas, contour grades, slopes, street side landscaping.

· The Valley Vineyard Tract Homes proposed site off of Godde Hill Road has one mile of street frontage on Elizabeth Lake Road. Grapes are planned in this location as well.

· The equestrian trails will be dedicated to the County of Los Angeles in fee.

· Benoit asks how the planting of grapes is in compliance with the new County of Los Angeles Green Building Standards, which will become mandatory in 2009. (22.52.2140: A minimum of 70% of any landscaped area shall be plants as specified within the Drought-Tolerant Approved Plant List. Turf shall not exceed 30% of the landscaped area.”) Benoit indicates grapes are not on the list of approved plants for our area. Allday indicated they don’t have to choose a plant on the list. Allday states grapes are more draught tolerant than many plants.

Agenda Item: For next months meeting Allday will address their plans for traffic and road alterations to Bouquet Cyn Rd. 

There will be a Subdivision Meeting on March 3, 2008 in Downtown Los Angeles at the County Planning Department. The Subdivision Meeting Head (Thomas) will decide who is to attend.


10. Elizabeth Lake Road Status/Appeal/Committee: Benoit/Wood- 

Benoit discussed the legal risk of filing an appeal against SunCal on the extension of their project. At the prior Council meeting it was determined that an appeal would be filed if we were not in violation of our Settlement Agreement. Since Benoit considered the language to be ambiguous and risky to others (Waters agreed) we decided not to file an appeal. The prior vote to appeal was rescinded. The County of Los Angeles (Hickling) will intervene on our behalf. The deadline is February 17, 2008. Benoit will work with Hickling on a letter. 

 
11. Community Outreach: Powell – 
Tabled until next meeting


12. Community Standards District: Benoit- 

The voters approved the Draft CSD by 89.55%. The County has now taken over the process.

On February 23, 2008, there will be a Town and Country “fair” to introduce and discuss the Antelope Valley Area Wide Plan Update. This will be at Jackie Robinson Park, 10:00 to 2:00 PM at 90th Street East and Avenue R.

Hobart and Pearcy discussed a zoning violation on Northside Drive. Someone moved a singlewide trailer onto a property and installed a propane tank, without permits. The County Planning Department has failed to act and told Hobart that since he was the only complaint, they were not going to do anything. Norm Hickling will intervene.


13. Old Business- Ron Howell reported that the power line issue (Alternate 2) has received support from the Acton Town Council. All nine members voted in favor of sending a letter supporting their cause. Mr. Howell has requested a similar letter from the Leona Valley Town Council. The letter that Richard Thomas wrote last spring to the Forestry Department, but with the addition of the environmental issues would suffice. Has received financial support for the lawsuit from Lake Hughes, Leona Valley, Bouquet Canyon, Santa Clarita, Acton and Agua Dulce. Wayne Argo, President of the Association of Rural Town Councils, is sending a letter to all of the rural Town Councils requesting letters on the Alternate 2 cause.


14. New Business- Benoit received a copy of a letter a resident had sent to the Environmental Section of the County of Los Angeles requesting franchised trash service for our community. According to Norm Hickling, we will not be obtaining contracted trash service for our area anytime soon.


15. Adjourn- 8:57 pm


Meeting Location
Leona Valley Community Center
8367 Elizabeth Lake Road, Leona Valley
Time: 7:30 PM

