Leona Valley Town Council
General Meeting Minutes

March 10, 2008
1. Call to order – Thomas

2. Pledge to flag – Thomas
3. Roll Call: 
Present: Richard Thomas; Alice Benoit; Mike Waters; Larry Tyler; Suzy Love;

Absent: Jan Powell, excused absence; Robert Wood, absent;

Comment from Alice Benoit: Jan Powell has new nighttime employment.


Because she is an alternate Council member, she is not required to attend the meetings. She will continue to participate in committees and will lead in the community outreach project.


4. Approve minutes – Minutes were approved as submitted;


5. Presidents comments - Personnel – Thomas
Mike Waters will be taking over the Treasurer’s position; Robert Wood will assume the duties as secretary. 

Treasurer’s report is not done; Alice Benoit is to check into rates at ING, Schwab, etc. for our investments;

6. Public Comment:

Juanita Kirkpatrick: Green Valley has had problems with dirt bikes/off road vehicles. They are proposing a letter be sent to Supervisor Antonovich to get something done about it. Norman Hickling suggests contacting Bob Denham at Palmdale Sheriff’s station for help.

Karen Bryan: Suggests Town Council think about fundraising ideas; Juanita Kirkpatrick suggests we have a donation booth at the Cherry Festival.

Guyla Clayton: Need new flag for the community building;

Christine Stoddard: Free Dump day is 4/26/08 (Palmdale); big dumpster for Leona Valley is scheduled for May 3, 2008;

7. Legal meeting/Ritter Agreement /Elizabeth Lake Road – Benoit/Thomas
The Leona Valley Town Council had a presentation by Jan Powell on the Ritter Ranch Settlement Agreement at our last working meeting. It was found that the City of Palmdale and SunCal are not in compliance with the settlement agreement. Issues raised in the meeting included the elevation of the roadway, the widening of the roadway, the color of the sandbags, hydroseeding, obligations and necessity for legal assistance. In addition, we have not had a relationship or meeting with the City in recent years. It was decided at the closed legal meeting to ask Supervisor Antonovich’s office to intervene. We later found because the County was not involved with the actual legal dispute between the parties, they cannot be involved on that level. Norman Hickling has had regular meetings with the City Manager of Palmdale on the Elizabeth Lake Road safety/completion matter.

Norman Hickling will arrange a meeting to have all parties discuss the topics of concern together (SunCal, City, Leona Valley).  The point of contact will be Richard Thomas, who is in charge of the Development Committee. Alice Benoit will assist. 

Members of the audience recommended that the Town Council have an attorney write a letter to the Palmdale City Attorney regarding said violations. 

Bill Elliott indicated that Chuck Crandall and Jim Davis met with the City Manager during their term and were told to “pound sand” when requesting negotiations on the street lighting;
The Development Committee has recommended to the Council that they should hire an attorney.

It has been established that someone from the Council or a member of the public should attend meetings of the Palmdale City Council or the Palmdale Planning Department when topics involving Ritter Ranch/SunCal arise. 

Bill Elliott indicated that part of the widened road has a dangerous drainage issue and cars are getting stuck. This section of the roadway widening belongs to the Ana Verde project.

8. Development Committee report – Thomas
Presently, the Development Committee is reviewing previously published area studies and comparing them to studies complete for Valley Vineyard Tract Homes to check for consistency. This is an arduous process.


9. Report ARTC -- Tyler, Powell
No report on ARTC as Powell is absent and Tyler did not attend meeting. Karl Pearcy suggests that we interface with ARTC and communities west of Leona Valley to keep them informed of the issues pertaining to Elizabeth Lake Road.

10. Community Outreach – Benoit-for Powell

Jan Powell is continuing to compile a community contact and email list. This will save us on postage once we have a complete list. It is also a great way to keep the community connected. Jan has merged our registered voter list with the email data base. To date, Jan has 73 residents on the email database; and twenty-three non residents on our email data base;
Jan is also creating a community scrapbook; is integrating all of the clubs; and is creating a community calendar. 

For elections, Jan would like to start the Town Council election process earlier; and would like to educate potential candidates on obligations and requirements for running for office.

11. Valley Vineyard - Regional Planning meeting – Tyler
Larry Tyler observed the most recent Valley Vineyard meeting between the Los Angeles County Planning Department and Valley Vineyard Tract Homes. Tyler could not observe the entire meeting, because he had to catch the Metrolink.  Reportedly, the County has indicated the grade limit on the horse trails is 15%. There was also a heated discussion regarding clustering compliance. 
12.  Off Road Bike/ATV Issue, Loren Worthington

Deputy Worthington arrived later in the meeting and was able to discuss the issue brought up earlier by Juanita Kirkpatrick. Worthington stated that the dirt bike issue in Green Valley is a righteous complaint. Worthington has gone to dirt bike school with the Sheriff’s Department. Unfortunately, we don’t have an assigned dirt bike vehicle for Unincorporated Los Angeles County. It belongs to the City of Palmdale. Worthington encourages the public to call in complaints regarding illegal off road access when it occurs, so that we may develop a paper trail.  You may call 272-2400 and speaking to David Jennings. The Council (Richard Thomas) will see if we can find a way to obtain an off road vehicle for Worthington to use in our area. This will either be through a multi-community fundraiser or through connections with Honda.
Last Wednesday, cop cars were out to cover our area. There was a parolee sweep. Four locations were covered and nine people went to jail; in the Lakes area, five were arrested for meth; 4 were arrested for weapons; stolen goods were recovered; an identify mail theft ring was uncovered. The Feds came in and took the case over because it was so large. The victims were generally located in Valencia/Santa Clarita. 

13. Valley Vineyard traffic flow/other issues – Allday
Allday claims the exhibit of Valley Vineyard’s clustering is similar to the suggested clustering within the County of Los Angeles. According to Allday, the County would like to see the grape areas as a separate legal lot. He also stated the County Planner wanted the lots smaller than 1.5 acres, which is out of compliance with the CSD. Allday says the Planner did not get it. Planner wanted the lots out of compliance.

Traffic
Does not want to focus traffic on 87th Street West and tried to design the project accordingly.

Wanted to have a gate at Bouquet Canyon Road and 87th Street West to prevent short-cuts.

The traffic study was done by a traffic engineer. The County Traffic Engineer has reviewed the study. The study analyzed land use, destinations and percentage of where traffic was coming and going. Indicates only 10% of the traffic will go to 87th Street West; 15% will head south on Bouquet Canyon Road; the balance will head north on Bouquet Canyon Road. The Traffic Engineer put markers at Elizabeth Lake Road and Bouquet Canyon Road. 
There are presently 2,900 trips on Bouquet Canyon Road; the project will add 900 vehicle trips; there are 1,500 trips at Elizabeth Lake Road and 90th Street West; this will add 100 additional vehicle trips; adding for growth with Ritter/Ana Verde Developments, it is projected that there were be 4,000 trips on Bouquet and 8,200 trips on Elizabeth Lake Road; 13% of the traffic will be at ELR and 90th Street West. The new project will add only 100 additional cars trips to 87th Street West.
They evaluated the Level of Service (LOS) with grades ranging from A to F. A is free flowing unhindered traffic flow, F represents stopped traffic. 

Each intersection today is at a Level of Service A. After the project, the level of service will still be an “A”. With growth, the level of service is still an “A”. 

Short Cut Issue: Fire trucks and ambulances will have a short cut from Bouquet Canyon Road; the way that Leona Valley is presently developed on the south side of Town is not legal per County code-because of the lack of adequate ingress/egress (one way in, one way out, and too many homes). 

There is a new stripping plan for Bouquet Canyon; Adding one lane on the west side of Bouquet Canyon Road and will be adding a center divider at about 1,000 feet; 

Bill Elliott asks if there is a right turn/left turn lane; or an acceleration lane; the general flow of traffic in that area is 70 MPH. Bill Elliott (an engineer) suggests an acceleration/deceleration lane is needed because of the extremely high speeds.

Allday discusses the proposed trail crossing. At the last meeting he had indicated the crossing would be 350 feet north of the curve in the road. The Parks guy loves the trail crossing at the proposed location. The County wants it to be farther north.

Comment from John Seymour: To go to school, the store or restaurant, I don’t believe that people will take the Bouquet Canyon route. All of the kids go to school at 90th Street West and Leona Avenue-grades 1st to 8th. 

Comment from Valerie Harpham: I live on 87th Street West. We already have accelerated traffic from 86th Street West and from Lost Valley Ranch Road. Some cars travel as fast as 60 MPH on this narrow rural roadway. The access from the project onto 87th Street West is dangerous. I am afraid. 100 more cars is excessive. I find this unacceptable. Your project will multiply the problem. Engineer never put strips down on 87th Street West.
Allday Responds: 87th Street is a public street.

Reply from Valerie Harpham: You never met with the homeowners on 87th Street West. You will ruin our neighborhood. You never talked to us.

Allday Responds: I met with people on Lost Valley.

Reply from Valerie Harpham: You are ruining my street!

Comment from unnamed resident: Has an environmental impact report been completed for this impact?

Allday: Planning Department will determine compliance with CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act). County has not required us to complete an environmental impact report at this time.

Karen Bryan: The proposed horse crossing on Bouquet Canyon is dangerous. I recommend an underground tunnel for the horses to cross the road.

Allday: I have not heard of that.

Juanita Kirkpatrick: Regarding the trail…that is a terrible place to cross at the curve. I recommend moving the crossing farther north (member of Back Country Horsemen). 

Karl Pearcy: I moved to Leona Valley in part because of the Level of Service A in our area. This is changing the complexion of our town. 

Allday: Level of Service “C” is designed for rural highways.

Karl Pearcy: Cars scare horses; most buyers in your tract will likely have horse trailers. You need to have acceleration and deceleration lanes as trucks with trailers move very slow. Because this is a rural community that caters to horse trailers, this must be fixed.

John Allday: I will ask the County.

Bill Elliott asks Alice Benoit: Did you turn over our “traffic” comments to the County Road Department? Alice Benoit: No, I turned over the entire document to the County Planning. Bill Elliott replies: It seems they did not read our comments.

Bill Elliott:  Your study projects the traffic rush for 7:00 AM. That is after the traffic rush in this area. Our heavy morning traffic is at 4:30/5:00 AM. I want to challenge your report.  I believe the County needs to re-do your study. There is incorrect information in your report. I want the raw data; it does not appear your traffic engineer did his own counts.  

There is no real study on the impacts of Leona Avenue and 87th Street West. There are no traffic counts for those locations. 

Alice Benoit asks Bill Elliott to join the Development Committee to study the traffic issue. Elliott accepts.

Allday: The frontage on Copeland’s property is supposed to have a trail. The Parks Department is to decide how their trail connects to Copeland’s property and beyond. (Note: Later confirmed, there is no trail easement on Copeland’s property).

Juanita Kirkpatrick: The proposed trail must be buffered from the roadway for safety purposes.

Bill Ford of Valley Vineyard proposes the trail be located at the north end of the project-then straight to Bouquet Canyon.

15. Westside School District issues – Love
Ana Verde students are staying where they are for the 2008/2009 school year; At the PTO meeting there were concerns over the impact of Valley Vineyard and Ana Verde on Leona Valley School. There are not enough school buildings. She expects 1 to 2 children per household from Valley Vineyard. (School District projects far less per household).

Regina Rossall, School Superintendant is going to host a meeting at Leona Valley School on April 23, 2008 @ 11:15 AM to push for a bond for school funds as the old bond is running out.

16. Fundraiser Idea: Benoit for Wood
Robert Wood has suggested a fundraiser to raffle off a Harley Davidson motorcycle to raise funds for the community.

17. Dark Sky Designation: Benoit
Since the Voters of Leona Valley have approved our Draft CSD, I would like to propose that Leona Valley obtain the official lighting designation of Lighting Zone 1 with the State of California. This is the designation we had established in our Draft CSD.  I am willing to file the papers.  Motion is passed; all in favor of establishing LZ1 Designation with the State of California.


18. Old business: None


19. New business: 

Carmen Mackey of Division 5/Fire Department Liaison introduces herself.  She will make a presentation to the Council at the next General meeting. Her number is 661-948-3785.


20. Agenda items for next meeting
None proposed at this time.


21. Adjourn: 9:10
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