LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES, August 11, 2008

1.  Call to Order; President Richard Thomas at 7:30PM

2.  Pledge to Flag:  Lead by President Richard Thomas

3.  Roll Call:  Richard Thomas, Karen Bryan, Suzy Love and Larry Tyler were present

     Mike Waters and Alice Wollman (Benoit) were absent
4.  Approval of Minutes of July 1
4 meeting:  this action was tabled because councilpersons had not  

     reviewed and were not prepared to vote.

5.  Treasurers Report:  Councilman Waters was absent, and no report was presented.

6.   President’s Comments:  Sertoma is selling Football Books, which are a raffle, and the net proceeds fund the club’s Scholarship Program.  John Allday and Bill Ford each purchased four books from the President, and Bill Elliott purchased one book from Councilman Tyler.
Councilwoman Suzie Love signed the documents to place her name on the investment account at WAMU.  

The LVIA has several events during the year, including the Booster BBQ, Halloween Night, Handicraft Fair, and New Years Eve party.   All residents need to support the LVIA

According to Fire Code Section 505.1, all buildings must have address numbers visible from the road fronting the property.  Minimum number size is four (4) inches with a minimum of one-half (1/2) inch stroke.  For additional information contact Carmen Macdey, LA County Fire Department at 661/948-3785.
7.  Public Comment: John Allday presented the Council with a flag he obtained from Congressman Buck McKeon.  The flag flew over the Capitol on June 14, 2008, on the date of the council’s fifteenth anniversary. 

John Allday presented exhibits of enhanced three-dimensional plans of Valley Vineyards showing the approximate layout of residences on slopes, and layout of the vineyards.  The plans were about 2’x3’ in size.

John Allday also stated that the residences to be built will be “custom” in that no two will be exactly alike, and similar homes will not abut each other. 
Mr. Allday was asked about a June meeting they had with Jody Sackett, and Mr. Allday stated that no new issues were resolved, and no conclusions or agreements were reached.

Karl Pearcy stated that Betty Bailey was very instrumental in the formation of the Town Council and the original CSD’s.  She called Karl and wanted him to relate to the Town Council the following:  1. The Leona Valley Town Council was the first such entity created, and 2. Ours was the first CSD created in the County.

Bill Elliott addressed Norm Hickling and asked why our local residents were having so much difficulty with Regional Planning and Code Enforcement when trying to build or modify structures, or are living in 
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a home built in the 1930’s.  People are not willing to build or make improvements because of the beaurocracy entailed.  Mr. Elliott suggested a meeting with Regional Planning and Code Enforcement and the community to determine what can be done.  Mr. Hickling agreed there is a problem as there are 
many agencies to satisfy.  He stated Supervisor Antonivich’s office was pushing for a One-Stop Center and that centers would take care of a case/permit applicant start to finish.

8.  By-Laws Revision;  President Thomas read the revised by-law, which gives the Town Council the option to omit mailing of ballots and in its place to place on website and in local publications.  That was the second and final reading.
9.  Fire Safe Council; Al Grodin, Leona Valley representative on the council made a presentation.  The name of the organization is Angeles Forest Valleys & Lakes Fire Safe Council.  Main topics were as follows:
A.  Fire Safe Council meets the 1st Wednesday of each month, alternating between Green Valley, Lake Hughes and Leona Valley.  They meet at 7:00.  Their phone is 270-9911.  You can call and find out the location of monthly meetings.

B.  There are green bins stored at each of the 3 communities.  Placed in the bins are emergency supplies and equipment, such as water, blankets, tools and masks.  Cash or supply donations are needed.  

C.  Mr. Grodin left booklets and a FEMA bound book on citizen’s preparedness. 

D.  The council has, in the past, signed up block captains, but that has not been active.

E.  The Fire Safe Council is setting up a small and large animal evacuation team.  All interested parties can call the above phone number.

F.  On September 13 the Fire Safe Council will host annual FIRE FIGHTERS APPRECIATION DAY at Lake Hughes.  All are invited to show appreciation, and families are encouraged to bring their favorite side-dish.  The Fire Safe Council will supply meat.

G. The Fire Safe Council is preparing a COMMUNITY WILDFIRE PROTECTION PLAN, which is an aid to firefighters as well as residents.  It will include streets and addresses of residents in our areas, and will be located at local volunteer fire stations.  Mr. Grodin will get us a copy.
H. the Fire Safe Council will provide brush clearance to property owners, and the charge is based upon one’s ability to pay.  Grant money is available, and they use that.    

I.   We wish to have another CERT training class in the area.  If we can get 25 confirmed participants the Fire Safe Council will organize.

President Thomas stated that Councilman Waters will begin attending Fire Safe Council Meeting so that we are aware of what their actions are.

President Thomas stated that the Leona Valley Town Council should create an action plan of our own.
10.  Power Line Status:  Councilwoman Karen Bryan reported the following:

A.  DWP line, nothing new.  She placed a call to our attorney that handled the Edison actions on our behalf, but that person is apparently on vacation.
B.  Edison Lines.  The Company has requested an additional $488.4 millions of dollars ($746M v. $257.6M) to construct three (Segments 1, 2 and 3) of the eleven renewable transmission lines and upgrade projects.   That is an outrageous increase since the ratepayers will ultimately pay for the costs of construction.  Councilwoman Bryan suggested that residents write to the CPUC registering protests against the increases.  Councilman Tyler suggested that we should also be writing to the State Legislature because they are the ones who mandated that all public utilities must generate twenty 
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percent of their energy from renewable sources by 2010, and Edison, LADWP and others are trying to comply.
C.  Pink Line (Segment 2).  We believe we received $12,080.02 for our participation as interveners’, and we are not sure when the checks will go out.  Mr. Bill Elliott stated that he believes that all the attorney 

fees used to argue Segment 2 were paid by the Town Council and that that money should go back to the Council.   Councilman Tyler stated that he believed the Council only paid about $6,000 of the costs, and the balance from the donations and original parties, and that the $6,000 should be paid back.  Mr. Elliott stated that he had a full record in a binder of all Edison transactions, and he believed he gave to Councilman Tyler or past-Councilman Wood.  Hopefully Councilman Waters, the current treasurer, has that information.  Councilwoman Bryan to look into the payments and come up with a conclusion before payment from the attorney is made.

11.  Rural Light Standards:  Councilwoman Bryan stated that on August 5, 2008 a special meeting was held by the ARTC following the County made presentation at the July 31, 2008 ARTC meeting.  At the July meeting many members had not heard of the proposed standards, and were quite shocked to hear the presentation.  Dark Sky was the biggest issue, followed by light intrusion.  At the August 5 meeting the County defined lumens and other items in their standard.  However, all participants at the August 5 meeting kept reverting to the E1a dark sky designation, which is what we want.  County left this later meeting with a laundry list of corrections to make.
12.  Town and County.  Councilman Tyler stated that he believed the County was doing an exemplary job in creating the new 20-year plan, and that they were listening to our suggestions and complaints.  Regarding the status, July was the month for goals and policies, and August is the month to establish implementation of the goals and policies.  He stated that at the goals session he attended, in Quartz Hill, property rights became a big issue of contention, and may be a stumbling block in the implementation phase.
Councilwoman Bryan attended the session in Lake Hughes, and said that we were sorely underrepresented because the participants are broken into four groups for discussion of sub-topics and she was the only one from Leona Valley.  

13.  Elizabeth Lake Road:  Councilman Tyler stated he talked to Bob Barjam earlier, and that the “purple pipe” (reclaimed waterline) was installed and that by mid week of this week he expected a storm drain pipe that will cross the eastbound lanes of the new roadbed.  Installation will proceed immediately.  Mr. Barjam did not offer any further construction information.  Councilman Tyler offered that the completion of the work was only limping along.
Mr. Barjam says he has the fill soil needed to backfill north of the main entry (Circle T).  

When asked for an update on the lawsuit involving the City and Suncal’s bonding company, Mr. Barjam stated that the City was putting pressure on both parties, but could not offer any other information.  
14.  Water issues:  Councilman Tyler had contact with Chris Whitley of California Water Service regarding the potential AVEC cutback of service next calendar year.  Mr. Whitley confirmed that AVEC is currently suggesting that they will only provide 5-15% of this year’s allocation to Cal Water.  Cal Water is working several parallel paths to assure water to Leona Valley, and expects to have needed blending equipment installed in the new well drilled this year off 90th Street West as one of those sources.  
Page 4

Mr. Whitley stated that water costs will not increase next year even if Cal Water has to pay more for water.  Councilman Tyler offered the opinion that if excess costs do occur, future rate increase request with the CPUC will recapture those costs, so we will pay in the long run.

15.  CSD’s.  Councilwoman Bryan stated that late communications with the County indicate that our submitted standards are fully reviewed, and that they wanted data on our protected ridgelines.  This has been submitted.  Final approval is awaiting the resolution of the County Lighting Standards, which will apply to all CSD’s within the county.  
Bill Elliott offered that the new lighting standards will apply to all lots and homes.

16.  Old Business:  None

17.  New Business:  None

18.  Agenda for next meeting:  None

19.  Adjourn: At 8:56PM  

