PENDING COUNCIL APPROVAL

Leona Valley Town Council

General Meeting Minutes

August 13, 2007

Call to Order:  Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call, Conducted by Alice Benoit: Alice Benoit, Robert Wood, Larry Tyler, Bill Elliott and Richard Thomas were all present

Review of Minutes: July 9, 2007 minutes, Bill Elliott abstains; Minutes are approved by remainder of the Council as submitted;

Bill Elliott, Treasurer’s Report:
Balance: $106,511.17; We posted a loss of $517.28, which includes the increase in our insurance coverage and an office expense for the post office box. We still have a check for $67.00 for reimbursement on D & O Insurance still pending; Treasurer’s report has been approved as submitted.

Fiscal Year End Report: As of end of June, 2007 our balance was $107,028.45. The motion has been carried to accept the year-end report as submitted.

New Invoice, Power Lines: We have one invoice from the lawyers for the power line case. $2,267.50 is now owed to the law firm. This bill is in the compensation package to the CPUC already. $17 fee did not get into the intervener compensation package; Motion is carried to pay the bill in full.

Larry Tyler suggests that the Town Council should get reimbursed for the bills related to the compensation package before the original signers to the case get reimbursed. Alice Benoit thinks in the future we need to be careful as to how and with whom we sign retainer agreements. 

Bill Elliott: It may be a good idea to confirm in writing that this is the final billing and that the Town Council will no longer encumber additional debts pertaining to this case.

Terry Kenney: Believes that if a letter is sent to the attorney, then all of the signers to the original retainer agreement should have a meeting and must be included in the process.

New Invoice, Subdivision Project: $518.21 for photocopying and binder expenses; motion is carried to reimburse Alice Benoit for these expenditures. 

Brown Act Comment, Richard Thomas: Now, we are going to allow the public time for public commentary.

Mary An Floyd, Question to Robert Wood: Additional request by California Water Service for another rate increase. Do you know about this?

Robert Wood: We are positioning ourselves on our intervener status.

Karen Bryan:  Do we know where we rank in water rates in Southern California? 

Robert Wood: I believe we are the second highest in the State.

PROGRESS REPORTS:

Water, Robert Wood

We have a real water crisis on our hands; we have been focusing attention to find solutions; We will try to identify the problems; we are going to open ourselves to solutions; Larry Tyler and Robert Wood met with California Water Service on August 10, 2007.

Larry Tyler Reports: Robert Wood and I met with representatives of California Water Service Company to discuss the potential water shutoff to the community this October and in January of next year by the Antelope Valley East Kern Water Agency for a period of 5-days for each shut down (the exact number of days is indeterminate at this time). 

Those in attendance at the meeting were:

Jose Ojeda, Local Superintendent 

Chris Whitley, Manager

Rudy Valles, Assistant District Manager

Tim Treloar, District Manager

Ken Jenkins, Government and Community Relations Manager

California Water Service is aware of our needs and concerns. They will supply potable water and fire suppression water to the community during the shutdowns. Tanks and bottled water will be supplied, if necessary. 

They are drilling a new well on 90th Street West that will be on line by the end of September. This well has been in the planning stage for approximately 2 years and fortunately will be up and running before the first shutdown. 

The well that is showing too high of a reading on fluoride levels is on the north side of Leona Avenue, across from Alice Benoit’s home. The abandoned well on 90th Street West is too high in nitrates to satisfy the State of California’s minimum requirements for potable water.

Chris Whitley stated that upgrades and changes are occurring constantly, but major changes take up to two years to accomplish, such as a new well. He is willing to come to our meetings, as requested, and will give us updates on what is occurring in the design and upgrade process. We have him scheduled for the August 27th meeting, and he will come quarterly, as requested.

Jose stated that we have 448-metered customers in Leona Valley.

We questioned the “Will Serve Letter” given to the Valley Vineyards project. Chris Whitley had stated that a letter was given, and that service will be provided based on the conditions stated in the letter. Some of those include the need for Valley Vineyards to obtain their requested water allocation from AVEK and provide all service lines to the project. No additional costs will be incurred by current customers. He also said that the “Will Serve Letter” can be rescinded at any time between the time of the issuance of the letter and the actual need for service, and if conditions change, so will the validity of the letter.

I came away from the meeting believing that they are sincere in understanding our issue and are trying to comply with our needs. As opposed to the 2004 (August 2004) meeting, they were not denying they had any responsibility to supply water in the case of the shutdown, in fact, they were very supportive of their customers.

The discussion of pulling water during the shutdown was discussed. In the 2004 shut down, usage in the area increased dramatically in the first 24 hours. California Water Service has asked for our cooperation this time. Watering lawns, orchards and other high water usage operations should be ceased prior to the October 28, 2007 water shutdown to minimize usage during this period. 

Vance Kirkpatrick, Comment: Went to the AVEK meeting last Thursday; my initial concerns were about the shutdowns that are pending in October and January; the problem is much deeper than that; we will have serious problems on the availability of water and the cost per acre feet paid in the future; we had a draught last year; and a draught this coming year; there will be water shortage in 2008; there are other environmental factors; the pump out of the South Delta has protection issues pertaining to the Delta Shad; another factor is AVEK never really got into underground storage so we don’t have a cushion to pull out when we have water shortages; this is something we need to do in the future; another factor is all of the building that is going on around here; we don’t have enough water to handle the existing homes, let alone new construction in this desert area; the short term solutions is buying water from the rice farmers north and south of the Delta; if we buy water now, the payment is due now even if we don’t need the water; we will get 60% or less of our normal water allotment. The cost of water is likely to escalate astronomically; we could pay up to $900 per acre foot to the farmers; currently, we pay $330/per acre foot; the long term solution is the peripheral canal solution; it came up in 1980 but was voted down by the legislature; this would bring the water around rather than through the Delta; underground storage and the aquifer is another solution; 

Robert Wood: We are working on getting funding on a new water plan to help solve our problems; we are working in partnership with California Water Service; we have grant funding available through Proposition 50 and 1E; we need a hydrology study; we may or may not be sitting on a lot of water, but we need to manage it properly; 

Questions to California Water Service:
Karen Bryan, (Q): October is the worst month of the fire season; can the shut down be delayed until November?

California Water Service, (A):  We are beholden to AVEK; Cal Water will be asking AVEK these questions; they will be requesting if there can be a partial shut down or if there are other alternatives; 90% of the water for Leona Valley is now coming from AVEK (a secondary water source);

Robert Wood, Comment:  We are working towards getting our dependency from AVEK;

California Water Service (Q):  We do not know if your ground water supply is stable; you are on the San Andreas fault rift zone and water resources can become unreliable with shifting and shaking; We need to determine the water quantity and quality in Leona Valley;  We are not convinced that the Leona Valley ground water supply is the answer; A “Will Serve Letter” means very little; the developer will have to get the water to the project; 

Karen Bryan, (Q): Who is in charge of the studies?

California Water Service, (A): this may cause it to happen; we will pay for it; if we can get a developer to pay for it, we could have the developer on the hook for some component of the study; 

Terry Kenney, (Q):  We have other users (private wells); how do we determine where the water is from and where it goes?

California Water Service (A): We don’t know who all the stakeholders are; we just don’t know;

Terry Kenney, (Q):  I use a 7,500 gallon water tank for care for my livestock; how will California Water Service take care of the livestock when the water is shut down;

California Water Service (A): You will need to write letters to AVEK; express your concerns to AVEK;  The Worse Case Scenario:  we are going to have a couple of wells available in October; we will be able to meet 30% to 50% of the demand; we need tremendous conservation; there will be a bottled water supply for that five day period; you will be able to shower; you cannot ingest the water from your sink;

Mary Ann Floyd, (Q):  I thought AVEK is a secondary water source and California Water Service is our primary water source? You are charged with technically being our main water source; why should we have any problems when the secondary is shut down?

California Water Service, (A):  Technically, it is one and the same; we make sure we can deliver water to you; the supply from AVEK is pretty reliable; it is a secondary water source; what needs to happen, we need to go to the wholesaler and find out what options we have for this outage; 

Lana Seymour, (Q): Is this the Quartz Hill plant?

California Water Service (A): Yes; this impacts the whole Valley; not just Leona Valley;

Bill Elliott, (Q): It is all of AVEK services?

Norman Hickling, Deputy to Supervisor Antonovich (A): It is the treatment plant that services the area; it is all potable drinking water;

Bill Elliott, (Q): If this is going to affect the entire Valley; what is the County going to be doing? Last time we had a shut down, we had tankers;

Norma Hickling, (A): We will contact the fire department and inform them of the situation. 

Bill Elliott, (Q): The Town Council put in the water tank for fire suppression; can the tank on 90th Street West be utilized for people who have animals?

California Water Service (A): Yes.

Bill Elliott, (Q): Has the automatic dialing system been installed to automatically inform all of the customers of the crisis?

California Water Service, (A): No.

Bill Elliott, (Q): In August 2004, you indicated that it would be done; (Alice Benoit agrees, we have this on tape);

California Water Service (A): You must have misunderstood; 

Bill, Alice, and Audience Response: “No”

Robert Wood, Comment:  We need a partnership in getting funds on 1E; California Water Service is approved to be part of this program, with Cal Water being the sponsor for Leona Valley; 

John Seymour (Q): Home many years for the new system?

Robert Wood (A): A small town water system is no small project; the cost is in the millions; not sure we have enough volunteers to get this project underway; I would like to work in partnership with California Water Service; this is a good time to open up dialog; 

Karl Pearcy, Comment:  We have always asked where is the water coming from? The story or rumor is well, we just build the houses; it is the State’s problem to find the water; is there a check and balance on this issue or is anything being done about it? Is there any balance?

Lana Seymour (Q): Why isn’t there a moratorium?

Norman Hickling: off record discussion 8:28; back on record 8:35;

Bill Elliott, Community Standards District: Re-writing our standard is partially based on the Acton Standard and reformatting to Leona Valley; we need to input Alice Benoit’s section on lighting; a draft document will be available for the community to input and respond; have looked at the intent of the original Community Standards, prior to the County revisions; will be on the website in the next few days; 100 people a week are visiting the Town Council website;

Election Committee, Robert Wood:  Cherry Chapters and Mountain Yodeler will run an article and will print the form; we have four openings plus we need two alternates; we will be posting the application on the Town Council website; 

Christine Stoddard, Comment: suggests putting up a sign at the community board;

Secretary Term, Richard Thomas: Alice Benoit took over the term for Alexis Upton Knittle; the term ends with the election; we will have a one year term available to get back on schedule ; the person with the least amount of votes will get a one year term; this will be made clear in the voters pamphlet; 

Power Lines, Richard Thomas: We need to select a new point of contact; someone who will interface with the law firm and the community; Larry Tyler will take over this position; Karen Bryan volunteers to work with the new point person;

Secretary Documents, Alice Benoit: Will obtain all Council letters and clerical notes from Alexis Upton Knittle; 

County of Los Angeles Draft General Plan, Larry Tyler: The County of Los Angeles Planning Department Draft General Plan was presented in Lancaster on Monday August 6th, 2007.  Bill Elliott and Larry Tyler attended on behalf of the Town Council.

At a prior meeting with the County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning, the Leona Valley Town Council requested that all of Leona Valley be designated a Significant Ecological Area, also known as a SEA. A small part of the community is within a SEA (the Leona Valley Rift Zone/Pelona Ridge/Ritter Ridge), however, if we wish the balance of our community to be included we must submit data to the County stating why and to what limits. I believe the data put together on the flora and fauna in response to the Initial Study & Impact Analysis for the Valley Vineyard Project has everything we need to mobilize the County into making all of Leona Valley a SEA. I suggest that Alice Benoit compose a letter and pick the needed findings to submit. If she does not have the time, I have a hard copy of the report, I will outline the needed sections of the report and give to her; Should be to the County by the end of the year; I believe the earlier the better;

Alice Benoit, Comment: I will take on this task;

Larry Tyler:  Leona Valley requested three years ago to be an Agricultural Opportunity Area. We need to write a letter to request that Leona Valley have a complete Agricultural Opportunity Overlay. 

Clustering Definition: If there are 100 acres and the CSD calls for 2.5 acre lots I can create 40 lots; The hillside ordinance allows for forty one acre lots as long as the balance is left in a native atmosphere; (do not hold me to that interpretation); 

Valley Vineyards, Richard Thomas: The submission to the County is complete; we sent a copy to Daniel Fierros in Regional Planning; Bruce McClendon; Norman Hickling; and Jodie Sackett; We requested a meeting with Mr. Sackett and Mr. Fierros to discuss the contents of the document; We received a letter from Supervisor Antonovich; Bruce McClendon is to respond directly to the Council on this project; we will post the letter on our website; 

New Business: 

CERT Training:

Refresher: Sunday, September 16th at the Los Angeles County fire Department Training Facility; CERT Classes will take place on September 29th for three days; (September 29th, September 30th and October 6th). For those interested email AVCert@hotmail.com. 

Birthday Party, Richard Thomas: Wednesday, August 22nd is Supervisor Antonovich’s birthday party for his charitable foundation; 6:00 PM meet and greet; 7:00 PM dinner; to be held in Lancaster at the Eliopulos home.

Bylaws Update, Bill Elliott:

· Incorporated Larry Tyler’s comments

· Bylaws are specific to apply certain restrictions

· Did not realize we could not get contractually obligated with the power lines because we had only three votes; four votes were required at the time; 

Robert Wood, Comment: It is unconstitutional to require someone to be a land owner in order to run for office; note: land ownership is stricken from the document; 

· Two years residency requirement is fine;

· Require residency 90% of the year in order to run and serve in office

· Section 2, Article A: last line; modify; we present our slate of officers then the floor can nominate slate of officers if they so choose;

· Article 8, Executive Committee: we need to understand what the executive meeting is and can we actually conduct an executive meeting; if we cannot conduct the executive meeting, then this section should be removed;

· Committee Minutes: we should set a minimum standard, which will exclude conclusions;

· Article 10, Section III, until the expired term of vacant seat;

· Article 12, Section III A, change case to cast;

· Conflict of Interest: Check Roberts Rules for definition; insert into the body of the document; 

· Resignations shall be to the President or the next highest ranking officer

· County Lobbying Rules: do they apply to the Town Council? Alice Benoit will call Norman Hickling to discuss;

· Fundraising: ways and means head;

Working Meeting: August 27, 2007, Chris Whitley of California Water Service will be a speaker; Richard Thomas will not be at the next two meetings; Bill Elliott will act as President in his absence; 

Adjournment: 10:15 PM
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