Leona Valley Town Council

General Meeting

September 8, 2008

1. Call to Order

2. Pledge to flag

3. Roll Call: Alice Benoit; Larry Tyler; Karen Bryan; Susie Love and Richard Thomas are all present;

4. Meeting Minutes, Larry Tyler: Suzy Love makes a motion to approve the minutes; Mike Waters seconds; the minutes are approved as submitted; 
5. Treasurer’s Report, Mike Waters: Larry Tyler makes a motion to approve the minutes as submitted; Suzy Love seconds the motion; the report is approved as submitted; The Town Council approves to reimburse Alice Benoit for prior expenses @ $677.60;

6. President’s Comments, Rich Thomas: reminder: 9/13/08, Fire Fighters 
Appreciation Day; 3-6 PM at the Lakes Community Center;

7. Election, Suzy Love: September 13, 2008 deadline; no applicants;

8. Public Comment: Juanita Kirkpatrick: Ask Suncal to fix the fence on ELR, the cows keep getting out; only 2 rather than four strands of barb wire; just east of the dam; Taunton’s agree that cows have been out near their home; Larry will talk to Suncal;

9. Lakes Town Council: Wants to know how we contact Cal Water? Also, problem with the Brown Act; how do you create communication within the structure of the Brown Act? Rich to talk to Lakes Council;

10. Deputy Sheriff: Robert Ferrell, Nuisance Abatement Team: Bounty License Recovery is a self proclaimed government watch dog group; tries to help people with legal trouble; these folks are interfering with the police process; 2 of the 3 members have been arrested; they were posing as police officers; happened three weeks ago; they are not law enforcement; they have hinted that they are federal agents; 

Nuisance Abatement Team: Reported nuisances are typically multiple violations such as excess junk, animal abuse, abandoned vehicles; people living in campers or trailers; we usually make a connection with narcotics or stolen property as well as parole violations when we visit these properties; Call 211 on a land line phone to report nuisances; 

As indicated on Channel 9 News, we found animal abuse; inspected a barn and found cremated remains for 23 people; remains of people from a funeral home in Compton; 22 remains and 23 tags; Sun Village/Littlerock area; 

661-272-2418 is number of Robert Ferrell;

11. Intervener Reimbursement, Karen Bryan:  Pink Route reimbursement; we got all of the money back less excess; $4,840 paid out of Town Council pocket; plus San Francisco trip; 
Bill Elliott objects to the final disbursement allocations; feels that Town Council should get more money back; The original retainers, except the Town Council/donators, received all of their money back; Based on the Judge’s order, the original disbursement percentage was 60% reimbursement. The same allocation should be applied to the original retainers and the Council/donators. 

Juanita Kirkpatrick asks if Town Council should receive the donated funds back; she wrote the check to the Town Council and thinks the money goes to the Town Council if returned; 
Ann Breight: from a non profit standpoint and from the IRS stand point; I don’t recall how the donations were solicited; in general, if a non profit solicits designated contributions and those donations were not fully used for the donated purpose, it is the obligation of the organization to communicate to those donors that those funds were not used for the designated purpose and they may seek a request for reimbursement of their donation by a specified date; if not declared by a specific date, the Council could then declare those funds reallocated to a new fund; In the future, any funds received in excess of the amount will be reclassified to the general fund; state that in future solicitations; 
Per Christine Stoddard, we advertised as the donations for our “legal war chest”. 
Bill Elliott will teach Mike Waters how to use Quick Books; 

It is rare that anyone sues Edison and wins; Santa Clarita is panicked because they never intervened and now want to sue; We should send a letter of thank you to Alene Tabor our attorney; Karen Bryan will write the letter; Alice Benoit will put on letterhead;

12. Town & Country Meeting, Karen, Suzy, Rich:  All of the policy and goals were reviewed; listed priorities for the policies and goals; The County wants speakers for the area wide plan; 
13. Elizabeth Lake Road, Larry Tyler: east bound lanes and curb and gutter will be completed a little bit west of Lazy T Ranch; They can then switch traffic onto the eastbound lanes, abandon the old roadway still being used; Next month, they will begin the fill between the new eastbound lanes and the slope north of the exiting roadway; They have the fill dirt available; Norm Hickling: lawsuit still being pursued by the City of Palmdale against SunCal;
14. Ritter Barn, Larry Tyler: The Ritter Winery Barn torn down; Antelope Valley Union High School tore it down and disposed of the structure; was not aware of our possible desire to salvage the materials; 
15. Construction Water Meters, Larry Tyler: Construction Water Meters in front of Leona Valley School will be moved in front of the Church on 95th, to get away from the school traffic; this area has the highest water pressure which is why the meters are located here; the meters will be moved by 9/10/08; Larry Tyler will send a letter to Jose Ojeda of Cal Water thanking them for their cooperation; 
16. Special Guest: Kathleen Spoor presentation on Chloramine by Citizens Concerned about Chloramine and the Rosamond Community Services District; Chloramine AVEK plans on using it in the water; there are health concerns for this product; there are also plumbing problems caused by this product; KTLA story on April 23, 2008 regarding lead toxicity; traced to a drinking fountain in the grade school; this was caused by chloramines; cannot be boiled out of the water; for more information go to www.chloramine.org. The alternatives are GAC; AVEK needs to talked to about this issue; Frank Donato and Keith Dyes are against Chloramine in the water; not into effect until 2009; Invite AVEK to discuss the matter;

17. Water, General Issues:

Karl Pearcy: there was no breakdown on his last water bill, it just had the flat rate; it did not have the three tiers; look at your bills in and see if there is a breakdown; 

Alice Benoit reports that Leona Valley Town Council was not part of the Watershed Stakeholders; Alice Benoit has signed up the Council and Leona Valley to be a stakeholder;

Karen Bryan: Notice of Availability for the DEIR for Water District #40; you have 60 days to respond; post marked September 5th; comment period due October 5th; Larry Tyler will review;

AVEK water has a large cutback; we have not yet been advised to cutback; County of Los Angeles has interviewed 40 water companies and none are issuing will-serve letters; Leona Valley obtains 90% of its water from AVEK;  Cal Water states they will obtain water from other resources; Invite Cal Water to our next meeting;

Next Meeting: meet the candidates; 

Adjourned: 9:05
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