Leona Valley Town Council

General Meeting

November 9, 2007
1. Call to order-Thomas

2. Pledge to flag-Thomas

Comment on Veterans Day: Robert Wood gives honor to all Veterans. 

3. Approve minutes: Larry Tyler makes a motion to approve the minutes; Robert Wood seconds the motion; Bill Elliot abstains; minutes are approved as submitted; 

4. Public comment

Doris from the Lakes Council: has first aid packs for those who bought emergency kits; search and rescue and personal packs will be available; she is now on the board of the fire safe council. 

Karl Pearcy: Has signature page for Sertoma.

Mary Ann Floyd: We have lost two valuable business members; Jackie’s (Kim and Todd); and hardware store (Julie and Dave); they have done a lot of unsung things; many donations to the community; the restaurant has been very generous with anything we have ever needed; could the Council consider writing a letter of appreciation to both couples? Alice Benoit to write letters;

5. LVTC and Deputy Supervisor Meeting Report (Thomas) On November 2, 2007 we met with Norm Hickling on a potential legal matter pertaining to discuss the way the Council has been operating; There has been discussion in town of possible people wanting to litigate against the Council; we are able to meet in a private session according to the Brown Act for legal matters pertaining to the proposed Vineyard development; Norman Hickling has volunteered to host a meeting between the developer and the Council; the Development Committee feels this is appropriate; 

6. Conclusion of first phase of water crisis (Wood): Leona Valley did an excellent job on conservation; they are prepared for the February shut-down; Cal Water appreciates that we spoke up to ensure that we did not run of water; they will deliver the numbers of conservation at next meeting; Palmdale and Lancaster did not conserve water; 

7. LV School Issue - Transfer of children to Leona Valley Elementary (Thomas): Transfer from Ana Verde to Leona Valley Elementary; November 6, 2007 board meeting; there were about 12 people from Leona Valley who attended a meeting; and about 12 from Ana Verde; Richard Thomas made presentation from Leona Valley; Ana Verde parents do not want their children to attend school in Leona Valley.  Ana Verde students are now attending Palmdale schools; Palmdale will need that school back; we won’t know until December 1, 2007 if the Ana Verde children will be transferred to Leona Valley; they are kicking around a lot of ideas; it is 15 miles one way to Leona Valley and the roads are poor; safety is a major factor for these children; it would add 270 students to our school; they were going to put temporary buildings on the site; Leona Valley and Ana Verde students would be separate; Alice Benoit invited Regina the Superintendent of Westside School District; she has accepted the invitation to attend; The Town Council has never had a linkage with the school; Suzy Love will be handling this position. Parents need to become involved; we will put up signage early for this meeting; 

Comment, John Grimm: The school is one of three heli-spots we use to pick up patients and for fire suppression; it will knock out our heliport; 

Karen Bryan: Regina said to make everyone aware of it; Regina wants input from people who don’t have students too; they want to find a resolution some how; 

8. Results of Election (Robert Wood) Richard Thomas; Alice Benoit; Suzy Love; Mike Waters were elected; Larry Tyler is #1 alternate; Jan Powell is 2nd alternate;

Scheduling of Executive Meeting (Assignments/Officers) Thomas

The Town Council proposes the following slate of officers:

Richard Thomas, President

Alice Benoit, Vice President

Robert Wood, Treasurer

Mike Waters, Secretary

Suzy Love, Member at Large

The Town Council entertains a slate from the audience, if one is proposed? No one proposes a different slate; Town supports the slate; slate takes effect at our next working meeting. 

Alternates will be at the main table working at the meetings along side regular council members for advising and interaction; will not be voting;

9. Power Point Presentation regarding Power lines and fire by (Ron Howell, Mike Milligan & Dave Reynolds)

The Los Angeles Times reported that five of the recent fires were started by power lines; “they have the power but it’s our land.” Bury the lines not the people
; 

· Renewable energy and the wind industry is not a farm, it is an industry; it is no different then any other industry; it is not the most efficient renewable energy;

· Wind turbines deliver only 25-30% of power originally promised;

· The engines are failing according to business week;

· Industry promised a 20 year lifespan on turbines; they are lasting 5 years;

· Wind turbines consume more fuel then they save; 

· Powering up and down adds to the carbon footprint;

· Wind is inconsistent;

· Traditional electricity generators must be on constant standby; 

· Wind turbines do not reduce dependency on oil;

· Need 5 acres per turbine which leads a vast landscape blighted by the turbines;

· There is transmission line infrastructure going through our communities;

· They add to the fire risk;

· Loss of property due to eminent domain;

· Wind areas tend to be far away from cities;

· This not just our problem, it is going on throughout the United States;

· This is a threat to Bouquet Canyon; 

· We are appealing the transmission line decision (Antelope Valley Pardee);

· It is now in front of the appeals officer, with the Department of Agriculture in Washington DC. We are getting good national exposure; 

· There is a significant fire threat to Leona Valley and surrounding communities; (Acton, Canyon Country, Agua Dulce, Saugus, Green Valley, Leona Valley and Lakes are routinely saved by Super Scoopers in Bouquet Canyon)

· Fires in Bouquet Canyon will be permitted to grow because of the power lines;

· The reservoir is central to these fire fighting efforts;

· Proposed lines are in the path of the super scoopers;

· These policies could affect all of us;

· They have allowed fires to grow out of control in Federal land areas and city fire departments cannot stop them; 

· The last fires traveled eight miles in ten minutes (Agua Dulce to Bouquet/Santa Clarita);

· Our communities are linked perilously close together; 

· Fire fighting aircraft and ground crews save us all. 

· Habitat is also in danger;

· Cabins were burning and the forest service stood by and did nothing; they said our job is to save the brush, not structures;

· The forest service policy has changed from fire fighting to fire prevention; they are now letting the fires burn; it is budgetary;

· Larry Prantner’s cabin in Bouquet was saved by the scoopers; he issued the GPS location of his cabin and they did night drops from the Bouquet Reservoir and saved his cabin; could not do with transmission lines in the way;

· The fire crews were from Gilroy and Las Cruces who saved those cabins;

· Unfortunately, some cabins were lost; the brush was saved and the cabins burned;

· The ranger station burned too;

· Why is it important for Leona Valley and surrounding communities? They cannot send in ground crews into Bouquet Canyon; crews cannot work under lines; Bouquet will be permitted to burn;

· Aircraft can’t fight fires above the lines; 

· Jody Noiron: National Forest Supervisor was in charge of the alternate route decision;

· They said they wanted mid slope, down canyon for aesthetic reasons;

· The lines would actually be significantly more visible for miles running the entire length of the canyon, criss-cross Bouquet and Spunky Canyon Roads; 

· They misled CPUC and other agencies; their scoping maps showed nothing in Bouquet Canyon but two closed camp grounds; 

· LA Times, 2007: Edison’s Rosemead Headquarters was raided in 1997 for files that made them culpable for the Calabasas Malibu Fire;

· The California Forestry Department and Fire Prevention said Edison hindered investigation and withheld information; removed evidence from fire scenes;

· Edison fraudulently rigged safety data in order to receive safety incentive; monies; 

· Edison rigged customer satisfaction surveys;

· The Fire Department originally opposed Alternative 2, along with the County of Los Angles Department of Regional Planning;

· Bouquet Canyon is more rare than the rainforest; it is similar to only 3% of the environmental habitat found on the entire earth;

· It has multiple federally endangered species from fish to frogs, to birds and vegetation;

· The law firm jumped on the environmental issue; we cannot win trying to mitigate a lot of these issues; but the federal endangered species act will cause an injunction to be filed; they did not do the studies that they are supposed to do; there is plenty of evidence that they are there;

· Lounsbery Ferguson Altona and Peak is the law firm; 

· We filed the appeal on October 9th; we have 45 days to await their response;

· If they do not respond we can file a notice of intent to sue;

· We want the original proposed route; just widen the corridor sixty feet; 

· We have already spent $10,000 from a number of supporters; we need $17,000 now;

· Acton Town Council will see this presentation at the end of the month; Santa Clarita City is interested; Saugus Action committee is now active; 

· Notice of Intent to sue= $2,500-$3,500

· Legal Complaint is roughly $15,000

· Complaint is actual lawsuit; judge typically requires parties to negotiate; the injunction could take a year to three years; the project deadline is 2010; 

· Edison has already done the work on the original route.

· The lawsuit qualifies for Intervener Status;

· More information, go to: www.Stopthem.org. 

· Mike Milligan, owner of Big Oaks: We almost lost the Oaks during the last fire; the forest service would have let it burn; no cabins north of the Oaks were burned away; I am convinced that if the power lines were there, the Oaks and all of the cabins would have been gone; there were 60-100 foot wall of flames; if they could not do those drops, those fires would have come to Leona Valley; if they put those lines in, we are going to burn down; the scoopers from Bouquet also put the fires out at my property in Agua Dulce. 

· David Reynolds, LV Winery: There is a fundraiser on Thursday at the Oaks; $150 wine pairing dinner; the money will go to the cause; there will be a silent art auction as well; 

10. Development Committee Report (Richard Thomas) Rich Thomas, Alice Benoit, Mary Ann Floyd, Lana Seymour, Guyla Clayton, Juanita Kirkpatrick and Jan Powell joined the meeting; Jan Powell is officially added to the committee;

Reviewed covered letter from Response of Lauren Development to our response; the letter and data is now on the website; 117 pages long; Lauren development refuted a lot of things we had to say; Alice Benoit and Richard Thomas went to the County for a meeting and the County was impressed by our Response. Lauren Development does not agree with our information and our information, they feel, is erroneous; 

The Development Committee gave a recommendation for the Council to meet with Lauren Development moderated by Norman Hickling as there are two entirely different visions of this subject in this development.

John Allday with Lauren Development indicates his company has never mentioned to anyone suing the Council; they have not sought legal council to advise it; we have not sought rumors to that intent; Totally off the table; never has been; never will be; we look favorably on the opportunity to meet with you; we more than welcome Mr. Hickling’s offer to moderate; 

Richard Thomas: There were 9 studies offered according to Lauren; we were never offered any studies; Has anyone been offered any studies; Answer: No.

Bill Elliott: the documents go back to the 2005 but we did not know about it; 

Bill Ford: Takes an exception; Met with Alice and Richard Thomas; We offered these documents at the private meeting; he says that there were studies at the time; It was because of this we asked Norm to step in at this point; Town Council sees differently.

12. Ritter Ranch (Bob Barjam): 

Bob Barjam: There are a lot of rumors and bad news that has been talked about; Bob Barjam has been with the project for four years; with SunCal since 1991; the project is in good shape; it is funded and viable; nothing has changed in our plans to develop the project; we are still gung ho; there has been a change in the market; the market has adjusted; we all know about the sub prime market and mortgage companies are in trouble because of what they had created; we are in the real estate business; we are dependent on selling lots-not homes; we are affected by the market as much as a home builder; we have 550 lots; all of the utilities are in and the streets are in with the exception of Edison conduit; homes will be built in 2008 but we don’t know to what scale; home builders are scaling down so the market has scaled according to current growth; we are in the survival mode; we are going to see a bottom created by foreclosures; right now it is hard to get a loan even if you do qualify now; it is not true—about the project not moving forward; it is moving forward but on a different scale;

Elizabeth Lake Road: I think that as I stand here I kinda wish I had not been aggressive as I had been; We did not have an obligation to start the improvements as far as we had been; we only needed to make improvements to the road up to the bridge; it is not the bridge to no where; our obligation was to bring utilities, a straight road and a four lane road up to the entrance; well, we for a number of reasons—with the market the way it was, they decided to do the grading portion; they acquired easements; they still have agreements that they are still working on; ElR is two pieces; phase 1 is up to the Lazy T; we will have the four lanes built and traveling straight through and then it will adjust back to the two lane road; phase 2 is 1,000 feet past the Lazy T; it will not be done at the same time as Phase 1; If there are concerns, I will address them; 

Richard Thomas: We have not seen any construction activity for some period of time; we have discussed the condition of the road with Norm Hickling who has been in contact with the Palmdale city manager; the citizens feel the road is not safe; we have put up with this quite a while; it came up in the Ana Verde school discussion; 

Bob Barjam: did not know about the school until today; there were never shoulders; there was a creek; we filled it in a re-routed it; we put up traffic cones; 

Alice Benoit: During heavy wind conditions, there are brownouts; it is dangerous;

Bob Barjam: Not aware of that; 

Robert Wood: we got to fix that road;

Bob Barjam: we have not touched the road past the Lazy T;

Bill Elliott: there used to be turn-outs that no longer exist; there used to be a shoulder where the crosses were, now that there was a berm; the road is not as safe as it was before; it is now unsafe; I drive that road every day and it is unsafe; it was just closed on the weekend; there were emergency vehicles there tonight;

Bob Barjam: there is no extension; I will address the safety issues;

Bill Elliott: What is going to take to get SunCal to finish the road? The safety and welfare of the community is what matters. 

Bob Barjam: The work has slowed; it did come to a stop for a while because of funding; the straightening of ELR is not a requirement at this time; we won’t have a project if we finish the road; we need to do it in concert with the rest of the project; 

Larry Tyler: can you put K-rail on the north side of ELR?

Bob Barjam: Probably not; I will try to bring in material; 

Lana Seymour: Aren’t you required to finish the road?

Bob Barjam: Ultimately, it is a requirement of the project to straighten out the road, but not now; I did not destroy anything, I graded next to the road; 

Karen: What about when the rains come with all of the dirt;

Bob Barjam: I have affected nothing above the road in phase II;

Robert Wood: What do we do about the road now?

Bill Elliott: We have been told every December it will be done;

Richard Thomas: We have worked with the Supervisor’s office on this project; the  Manager of the City of Palmdale said he will cause this road to be completed; we need to take our information we have come up with today and see what direction they plan to go.

Juanita Kirkpatrick: I take that exception about your comment about how you have not destroyed the road; you have destroyed the road; we enjoyed the two-lane country-road; you have made it into an ugly dirt pile; 

Alice Benoit: How are you going to do erosion control?

Bob Barjam: We will have watering trucks.

Mr. Waters: Was there completion bonds required by the City? Is there a mandated completion date?

Bob Barjam: Yes; there are bonds; I don’t know about the completion date; 

Mary Ann Floyd: there are bonds and agreements; you have gone past all of the time limits and agreements; you are out of time; you were not too zealous, you did not listen to us; 

Karen Bryan: There are rumors that the subs have not been paid; everyone is on hold; we are concerned about your financial stability; 

Bob Barjam: We did go into a slow pace situation; the rumor is partially true; we have fixed that; our main concern is safety; 

Karl Pearcy: That was a beautiful country road and it was not the Ritter project; we did have two very dangerous areas right under the power lines; and just east of the useless dam; those two things are exactly the same, if not worse; I would have like to see those two things resolved; that is a 45 MPH road now; it slows down the entire town now;

Larry Tyler: Have any of the 550 lots sold? 

Bob Barjam: some under contract, but not a positive reaction but they are not excited about it at this time; we have adjusted our business plan to sell fewer lots in phases as well as Mosaic homes; the road will be finished in 2008. I cannot predict what the economy is going to do; but in the business plan the economy is what matters; 

Karen Bryan: What phase is your first school?

Bob Barjam: We have one in phase I; the school goes in later; 

Town Council Action: We can through the city of Palmdale and City Manager; we will give the County a copy of our meeting minutes;

12. DWP Power Lines (All); They held an informational meeting on Saturday; they are putting renewable energy plant in Tehachapi including solar and wind energy; this is a scoping meeting; we had a chance to talk to the Marian Kadota of the United States Forest Service. We suggested that the lines not run from Tehachapi to Castaic or Acton, then to Van Norman Dam. Rather, the Santa Susana Mountains in the north San Fernando Valley (Los Angeles City limits) is a high wind velocity area; it is within a few miles of Van Norman dam; this could be an excellent location for their renewable energy plan; it creates a smaller footprint on the earth surface and could be located in the area it serves. 

13. Reimbursement and/or payment of Expenses: election (new invoice), printing (Bill Elliott & Alice Benoit), office supplies (Alice Benoit) 

Bill needs to transfer money to the savings; 

14A. Swearing in of new Council: Lead by Norman Hickling

14B. Presentation from Council to Bill Elliott for his many  years of service to the Council and the community; Norman Hickling also presents Bill Elliott a scroll from the County Supervisor’s office in honor of his service.

Richard Thomas also made a presentation to Norman Hickling. The Town Council appreciates his constant guidance and assistance to the community.

15. Old business

Karen Bryan: Judge (Antelope Pardee) is getting ready to issue checks based on the percentage on the original retainers (plaintiffs); it is something like 83%. Roughly $19,500.

16. New business

Treasurers Report: $104,500.07; we show income instead of a loss in the last two months; 

17. Agenda items for next meeting

· Assignments for new council people; 

· Jose from Cal Water to make a presentation;

· Regina from School District;

18. Adjourn: 9:45

Meeting Location:

Leona Valley Improvement Association's community building

8367 Elizabeth Lake Road

Leona Valley, CA 93551

� Signature page for Leona Valley Heritage Park Project, signed by all four parties


� “They have the power but its our land” and “Bury the lines not the people” are slogans
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