LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 8, 2008 MEETING

Pledge to flag – Richard Thomas
Members in Attendance: Richard Thomas, Alice Benoit, Mike Waters, Larry Tyler, Suzy Love, Karen Bryan and Bill Elliott; 

Motion to approve minutes: by Larry Tyler Second by Suzy Love
Larry Tyler requests to be reimbursed for $36.00 for downtown meeting.  Approved

Meeting re: chloramines for the most part.  Waste Mgmt on the agenda, but they are not here.

Treasurer report Mike Waters: approved as submitted;

Presidents Comments, Richard Thomas: Chloramines article in Yodeler misrepresented facts, according to Rich Thomas.  Rich Thomas felt the article was biased.  Read article out loud.  Rich Thomas personally was given question cards in the front and put together similar questions.  Every card was handled.  Community turns out and participation was good.  The writer of the column was also the CO-writer of the Dr. Dave article.  Cherry Chapters also wrote a much unbiased article.  The author was Janice Gantenbein.  Yodeler editor said that the letter should have been under the “letters to the editor”.  

Public comment from Vance that we need a more scientific background (regarding Chloramines).  Rich Thomas said that of course depending on who is presenting, is what information you will hear.  Hopefully we will come up with a plan from this meeting.  

Christine Stoddard from Cherry Chapters:  Have we given any consideration to moving funds from Downey Savings and Loan:    Mike Waters, treasurer said it is a FICA GUARANTEED CD and does not mature for awhile. Our checking account is with WAMU, which is now owned by Chase. Two C.D.s with Northrop Grumman Also from Christine re: chloramines, we need to find out with Cal Water how long it would take to set up.

Terry Zinger got a letter from Waste Management.  Got a contract said will get 10% off for a three year term.  Service is extremely expensive and you have to pay off contract if you want to cancel.  Juanita Kirkpatrick received a copy about a year ago.   Norm Hickling said status of Waste Mgmt.  and county is…..he will check into it. County of Los Angeles will be involved in service providers next year. 

Rich Thomas re: Edison Power line letter, we decided to write letters.  Alice Benoit said has prepared two letters (one from Karen) regarding the misinformation/approval, Cathy Hart-gave to the county.  This letter will be cc’d to the same people Norm Hickling met with Cathy and he told her that what she had said was not what the town council members got from the meeting at all.

Karen Bryan’s letter will be copied to the same people,

 A second letter went out from Town Council.  It was sent to Antonovich, Norm Hickling, which covers the Reitano’s position.  Copy to Reitano's; CPUC, Edison and Edison International.  Signed by Rich Thomas on behalf of Town Council.

Fourth meeting regarding chloramines.  A vote was taken last meeting which identified issues and that at this meeting we would come up with a plan of action. 

 Detailed questions from Karen Bryan, Alice Benoit and Larry Tyler
 Larry Tyler:

 1.
For chloramines; but do rep community and will do what community wants.  WILL ADD 1.2 pounds of AMMONIA per acre foot (345,000 gallons OF WATER).

 2.
A lot of us fertilize with ammonia sulphate.  People are afraid

 3.
Ammonia is used by plants to survive so it may not even get to the water table.

 Karen:

 1.
Has unanswered questions a) pipes are over 40 years old, most homes over 40 years old.  Chloramines leach lead out of the pipes.  They leach it to the point that you can have unhealthy lead levels.  

 2.
Neither AVEK or Calwater will accept responsibility for lead in water or corrosion of pipes.

 3.
The primary reason for using chloramines is to reduce DBP.  The EPA’s website – they state that of the fifty top DBP, they are more dangerous then ______.

 4.


 Derrick had question and looked at internet research and found that”

 86,000,000 people are on the chloramines system.  Agree with Larry Tyler, almost all water people agree with using chloramines.  A lot of the research people said – no big deal -.  

 Juan (with CAL WATER) tracks lead and copper and has reports we can have access to.

 Lana Seymour has concerns after internet research, affects for people with chemotherapy, illnesses, asthma, cancer.

 Rich Thomas – has anyone found lawsuits – Lana, No, just pictures.  

 Karen Bryan - THE CDC, the EPA admit they have done no studies on the long term effects.

 Mike Waters – remarks about the amount of people that have gotten 

 cancer that live in Leona Valley.  Mike read from a letter that said 

 Chloramines are beneficial and reduce cancer risk (a letter from a 

 water company)

 From audience member Francis Neeley, Have had experience with showering with chloramines, can’t breathe vapor, has rheumatoid arthritis and you can’t use for washing wounds.  She’s been here for 27 years.  Palmdale had decided to treat the problem by not accepting Chloramined water.  Maybe we should take a lesson from Palmdale who has decided not to use chloramines.

 Norm Hickling – technical decision is they are ready to move ahead.  120 days for community outreach.  Cost, implementation and design work.  

 ALICE:

 1.
Fluoride issue – re blending of water. Cal Water scientist indicated that chloramine and fluoride should not be blended.  Karen Bryan – Texas study found when fluoride mixed with chloramines – lead leaching 4 ½ times more likely

 2.
Are there any other communities against beside Rosamond:

 Per Norm, Quartz Hill, (Palmdale).  LA County blends with well water.

 Rich Thomas– these outreach problems (to Norm) is the County willing to represent what the individual communities want.  It’s for feedback – if the communities are strongly against it and they are willing to pay the 35 to 40 extra dollars per month to pay for something different.  According to Norm – Russ Fuller said he will do whatever the County tells them to do.

Christine Stoddard has question – isn’t this a federal requirement – Yes, the Feds are requiring water districts to reduce DBP (disinfection by-products, but are not dictating how. 
Larry Tyler – get to all Cal Water customers, send a letter to let them know – what it’s going to cost and find out how many people are really for or against before we do anything.  

 Suzy Love– lets wait to see what other communities are going to do before we leap in to this  - not knowing the costs, the actual issues, the problems.

 Bill Elliott – we should wait until later – we are going to have chloramines for awhile regardless.  The system is not going into place until winter of 2009.  

 Rich Thomas – he’s hearing: 1) we should wait for the county to have the meetings and see what their results are (Norm will keep us posted about how communities are  responding, and 2) we should have a more scientific approach, and find out the cost for our community members; 3) a communication plan;   Suzy – put on marquee….

 It’s hard to get a one line questionnaire on this issue to our members.  

 Alice Benoit– we need to go to one of the outreach programs the county has.

 Alice Benoit– To Juan with Cal Water, PAR (construction company) has been filling up there water tanks with …..and leaving water patches on road, which turns to ice in the morning.   They need to salt or sand the road before an accident and/or law suit.

9:00 P.M. Meeting Adjourned.
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