Leona Valley Town Council

Working Meeting

April 14, 2008

1. Call to Order- Richard Thomas

2. Pledge of Allegiance: all

3. Roll Call by Benoit: Richard Thomas, Alice Benoit, Mike Waters, Larry Tyler; Suzy Love in attendance; Jan Powell, excused absence

4. President’s Comments: Will be carried over to the general discussion topics;
5. Public Comment: 

Christine Stoddard: Thank you from LVIA for new flag;

Karl Pearcy: Regional Planning to look at lighting on Northside Drive; thanks Norman Hickling for his help.

6. Personnel Issues, Richard Thomas: Robert Wood resigned; In tendering his resignation of April 14, 2008, he sent the following note:


“Due to a tremendous increase upon my time as of late, I am unable to continue to deliver the level of performance that is expected of me as a member of town council.  As a result, I am choosing to step down effective immediately.  It has been a great honor and a pleasure serving my community and I wish the council continuing success in all its endeavors. Sincerely, Robert Wood”

Jan Powell has been promoted to Director of Education at the school she has been teaching at; she hopes to get some time free to work with the Council; 
Alice Benoit to obtain a copy of the last working minutes from Robert Wood;

Larry Tyler is promoted from Alternate to full member; 1 year term; Mike Water’s Term is still 1 year; Suzy Love, Alice Benoit, Richard Thomas have 2 years term; Jan Powell is 1st Alternate; Karen Bryan to be sworn in as 2nd alternate next month.

7. Treasurer’s Report, Mike Waters: Total of accounts is $103,062.99; Outstanding checks of $1,621 and $4.40; total checks outstanding is $1,625.40; Money Market: $34,114.30; Savings: $22,097.40; CD: 17,895.47; WAMU (Franklin Fund) $30,581.22; 

8. Meeting Minutes: Minutes from last general meeting were approved as submitted; as previously stated, Alice Benoit will obtain the minutes from the last working meeting from Robert Wood;
9. Water: Was covered by Wood; Larry Tyler to take over; Alice Benoit reports AVEK is re-districting the district lines. Larry Tyler indicates rate increase to Cal Water has been approved, but at a reduced rate;

10. Investments: Mike Waters states last working meeting we became aware that one of our CD’s expired; Larry Tyler and Mike Waters closed the account and put in a money market account ($32,488.40); we have savings of $22,097.40 which is only get 1.01% interest; Larry Tyler obtained information regarding CD’s and Karen Bryan did as well; Downey we can get a 6 month CD @ 2.96%; WAMU is 2.33; ING is 3.25% for a 9 month CD; Karen Bryan reports a 3.15% savings account and might not take a multiple signature account; business account 3.4% for their business account; 

Solution: The Council has agreed to keep a small amount (as per the minimum requirement) in our money market account; we will put the balance into ING for business at the best rate available. Mike Waters and Larry Tyler will complete further investigations to make certain that this can work for the Council. We will then have the availability of Internet banking. 

11. Election: Suzy Love will get together with Jan Powell regarding the November election.
12. Elizabeth Lake Road: Benoit
Alice Benoit obtained a copy of the traffic accident reports for Elizabeth Lake Road for the years 2003 to 2007. There has been a 133% increase in traffic accidents when comparing 2003 with 2007, with progressive year over year increases. This appears to be tied to the construction on Elizabeth Lake Road. Benoit will isolate the accidents located specifically in the construction areas, to get the true results of this study. 

Richard Thomas and Alice Benoit will be meeting with the City of Palmdale and SunCal on April 23, 2008 to discuss Elizabeth Lake Road and the settlement agreement. We will also try to have Jan Powell and Mary Ann Floyd at the meeting.

13. Community Standard’s District: Benoit

The meeting with the County of Los Angeles Planning Department went very well and the committee is please with the help we have received. There is a little more work that has to be done by the committee. The County should have their re-write of our CSD in the next six weeks. Norm Hickling agrees the meeting went extremely well. Issues that are pending resolution include:

a.) Hillside Management density requirements will remain consistent with the County density requirements. When they realized that we in part compromised between the City of Palmdale and the County of Los Angeles figures they wrote this down, with the possibility of addressing in the AV Area Wide Plan Update.

b.) They are removing our “prohibited uses”. In the next couple of years there will be a new commercial zoning called “rural commercial”. This will change the commercial zoning presently in effect in Leona Valley from unlimited commercial to rural commercial. Rural commercial will be more of a neighborhood commercial use, which is more appropriate for our community.
c.) Outdoor Lighting: reclassification from LZ2 to LZ1; the County will contact the State of California on our behalf regarding this change. If it goes through, we will be the only community in the entire State to ever down-zone a lighting zone. 

d.) Outdoor lighting plans will be required for all projects, not just new construction.

e.) The County of Los Angeles will like to add an amortization schedule to our lighting requirements as they cannot tell when a light fixture was installed. By amortizing all of the lighting in Leona Valley, within a few years, all homes/businesses will be in compliance.

f.) We are still working on proposing a variation of housing elements to all new single-family dwellings, regardless of whether they are in our out of a subdivision. 

g.) Trails dedication will be required only when a subdivision intersections with an existing trail plan.

h.) Underground utilities will be required for new house construction from the street to the house.

i.) We want to prevent CC & R’s from limiting small scale agricultural uses. This is pending County Counsel advice;

j.) The Department of Regional Planning will investigate the means to accommodate an exemption of various rules for the Community Building, as it is a public use facility.

k.) Yard Set Backs will be changed to a percentage of the lot width rather than the fixed figure of 65 feet on each side;

l.) A grandfathering clause will be added to the CSD for legal, non conforming uses.

14. Organizational Structure of Development Committee, Richard Thomas/Alice Benoit:
Ideally, the structure of the committee should be divided into the areas of study for the construction projects: traffic, environmental, community impact, land use, etc. However, we do not have enough people on the committee to properly divide these areas. Once we have adequate expertise and first reports on each subject, the development committee will be far easier to handle when new projects arise. In the meantime, R. Thomas & A. Benoit will figure out a division of the committee. 

15. Tax Filing: Tyler

Larry Tyler filed the non-profit 990 form for the Town Council with the Internal Revenue Service. Karen Bryan suggests that we look into the new IRS rules for non profit organizations.
16. 2nd Monthly Meeting, Waters: 
Waters states that the second monthly meetings are no longer necessary. We can give 72 hour notice if we require emergency decisions or quick working meetings. Mike Waters makes a motion to eliminate the second monthly meeting. Benoit seconds the motion; all in favor; 

Christine Stoddard has volunteered to tell the Swopes (the sign people) that our second meeting posting is no longer needed on the main community board.

17. Election Process: Tyler 

The Association of Rural Town Councils wants all of the rural town councils to have conformity in the election process. Leona Valley is the only rural town that sends out ballots to the registered voters. All are following Mary Ann Floyd’s 1998 guide to Rural Town Councils. The Election procedures will be addressed at the May meeting of the ARTC. The ARTC meetings are the last Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM.
18. Election Costs: Waters

We have been spending a lot of money on elections, $2,000 last year. Part of that money was for sending a copy of the CSD to the entire town. We need to cut down on costs. We will check the bylaws and see what comes of the pending meeting with the ARTC regarding elections.

19. School Issues: Love

Presently, there is no school bus service for the children of Leona Valley Elementary. The rule for the District is bus service will be provided if the child’s home is 1.5 miles away from the school (as the crow flies) or more. While there are many families that live greater than 1.5 miles away, the school district will not provide the service as our population is too low. Many do not know that the school district will provide some compensation for those families who live to far away, for transportation. There are concerns over bus service from Ana Verde. There is a meeting scheduled tomorrow at 11:15 at the teacher’s lounge.
20. Old Business

Richard Thomas contacted Honda; unable to get an off-road vehicle for the deputy;

21. New Business

Special Guest, Deputy Worthington: Arrested 3 juveniles; 1.5 weeks ago for 2 counts of burglary at Green Valley Store (took liquor) and a residence; investigating a burglary in Leona Valley involving teens; going into vacant homes; 

Question: Richard Thomas asks, What about the abandoned cabin on Leona Avenue? Answer: We are looking at condemnation proceedings; 

Karl Pearcy reports there is an abandoned house on Northside without a door; Worthington indicates the lender has been contacted in the past; door knob is actually missing and blows open;

Juanita Kirkpatrick reports the A frame at the top of 75th has been vacant for a long time; potential problems; 

Problems with teenage boys in town right now;

Rich Thomas reports a helicopter landed at Leona Valley Elementary a couple of days ago; likely a trauma evacuation;

Other new business:

Sertoma is having a social on the 19th from 3:00 to 6:00 at 40008 92nd Street West.

Richard Thomas received a copy of a letter from a resident regarding the high rates charged by Waste Management. Since Waste Management is not a monopoly and there are other trash service providers in this area, there is really nothing we can do to help.

Larry Tyler will invite Bob Barjam to our next meeting.

Alice Benoit will try to scan the Rural Town Council Guide.
As a general note: When letters are sent out by the Council, they must be reviewed by the entire Council before sending.

Larry Tyler reports he will be on vacation on the 24th of April. Mike Waters has volunteered to go to the next ARTC meeting in his place.

The Quartz Hill Woman’s Club will be hosting a fundraiser from 11:00 to 2:00 on the 24th to benefit the old school.

Larry Tyler suggests a fundraiser for the Town Council; possibly a baseball night;

22. Adjourn 9:02
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