PENDING COUNCIL APPROVAL

Leona Valley Town Council

P.O. Box 795 • Leona Valley • California 93551

____________________________________________
General Meeting

February 12, 2007

Call to Order:
Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: All

Council Roll Call, Conducted by Alexis Upton Knittle: Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Bill Elliott; Terry Kenney; Alexis Upton Knittle; and Richard Thomas are all present;

Review of Minutes: January 8, 2007 minutes are posted on the website; minutes were approved without changes; 

Working meeting of January 22, 2007: Terry Kenney presided over the working meeting; talked about power lines; Gary Shaeffer discussed subdivision of Villa Del Sol. There is no opposition by Council for project; Updated Elizabeth Lake Road status by Suncal. Discussed working meeting protocols; will continue with these working meetings in the future. The last meeting was very productive; 

Agendas and the Working Meeting: Richard Thomas feels the posting of the meeting agenda is important; as indicated by Bill Elliott, according to the Brown Act, the posting of an agenda is required; the Town Council will be posting a boiler plate agenda for the working meeting that covers all of the committees, with additions as required; 

Treasurer’s Report, Bill Elliott: $8,050 balance on power line fund; Downey 12,987.35.; did well on interest on the two certificates of deposits with combined balance of $43,798.89; grand total; $120,218.71; Audit has been completed and approved as “clean” and balanced with no errors; signature cards need to be completed at Downey Savings;

Special Guest, Officer Worthington: new resident deputy; 20 people have been issued tickets in Leona Valley and Green Valley for running stop signs (mostly commuters); 4 arrests for narcotics (1 for selling meth); 1 for concealed weapon; 3 outstanding warrants; 

Kids are being stopped if they are out of school during school hours; this includes kids who are being home schooled, unless they have a note from a parent; 

Jurisdiction goes to Pine Canyon, down Bouquet to Saugus Line; down Spunky; down San Francisquito; Munz Ranch; and to Godde @ 75th Street West; 

Officer Worthington has been stopping children for not wearing their bike helmets; will start ticketing for this shortly; this also applies to skate boarders; 

Call Palmdale Station if you need resident deputy at 661-272-2400; he will be working an adjustable schedule;

Will be requesting help for traffic control with the California Highway Patrol;  

Officer Worthington discussed radio communications in the region.

PROGRESS REPORTS, AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

Bill Elliott, Environmental: Flex Your Power has money to promote energy efficiency available for cub scouts, boy scouts; 4-H; and other organizations;

Utilities, Robert Wood, Water: need to have a determination if we are going to join the lawsuit; we are outside of the boundaries; however, we are still using the water that involves the suit; we are a part of the issue with the Association of Rural Town Councils who will be involved as a group; to further the water plan, we have a limited amount of time to join; 

Proposition 50, regarding conserving water; if we are stake holders, we can apply for registering for Proposition 50 funds;

According to Chuck Crandall, ARTC is not directly involved with the lawsuit; it is currently under a debate; there is not a direct commitment to join the suit; it has been recommended that each individual Town Council needs to make a determination; The ARTC has been behind the lawsuit to support the farmers who are directly impacted; The hardest problem is for the small land owner; it may affect those who are on a well and are on the smaller acreage; 

According to Guyla Clayton, Leona Valley is on a different aquifer and have a different sub-surface water source; 

Terry Kenney states Leona Valley needs to be directly involved with the California Water Service rate increases; we need to obtain intervener status; 

Terry Kenney also suggests we donate $1,000 to the suit and if it is sent back, then we are out of the suit; if we are accepted, then we are protected; Antelope Valley Ground Water Agreement Association is the go-between with the local farmers, small land owners, etc with the Court; go to AVWaterPlan.Org.

Robert Wood will do some additional research/due diligence; we will apply for intervener status; Robert Wood will report on this topic at the working meeting; 

SunCal, Terry Kenney:
Elizabeth Lake Road, right of ways will be addressed; 

Bob Barjam, SunCal: Elizabeth Lake Road, has made some progress; will be going through the Donato property (Buffalo property); new-strong fencing has been installed; will be moving forward in that area next 2-3 weeks; at that point there will be a clear path to the fully graded width; the elevation will be changed; the box structure will be extended; now installing 30 inch potable water lines; 

Juanita Kirkpatrick voiced her concern over insufficient flashing lights and steep drop-offs on Elizabeth Lake Road; According to Bob Barjam, they are in compliance with State law rules; they are not permitted to do “more” than required per State law as this can create other safety problems;

Bill Elliott: there is an earth mover sitting on the side of the road and needs to be moved away; it is too close to the road; Bob Barjam agrees to have it moved; 

Trails: there will be biking, equestrian and horse trails; the trails will connect to Bouquet Canyon Road; there is a trail along Bouquet and around the Equestrian Center; there is one that connects to Elizabeth Lake Road; the Equestrian trail will go behind Lazy T Ranch; A trail will be situated on the east side of Bouquet Canyon Road; there will be parking at the Equestrian Center for horse trailers; 

SunCal is interested in purchasing Doc Casanova’s horse ranch to make it an Equestrian Center-which is actually a part of Leona Valley and not the city of Palmdale, however, have received no response from the property owner; 

The ownership of the equestrian center will either be private or the City of Palmdale will retain ownership; will consider making it a non-profit center; the center will include riding arenas, staging area, and stables; 

Community Outreach, Alexis Upton Knittle: has been outreaching to the media; posting meeting notices; flyers; emails to citizens; 

Emergency Services, Larry Tyler: Fire Safe Council is creating a wildfire plan; will be sharing information; 

Community Relations, Larry Tyler: Have attended the West Antelope Valley Historical Society meeting; Leona Valley residents are now on the Historical Society board; working on the school house/winery project;

PROGRESS REPORTS, COMMITTEE PROJECTS:
Drug Rehab Facility, Bill Elliott: May 2, 2007 is the new hearing; information is up on the LeonaValleyTownCouncil.org website; Clark Carr’s response to the conditions is now on the Leona Valley Town Council website; additional responses are now planned; 

Web Site: Bill Elliott welcomes suggestions for the website; just email;

Power Lines, Alexis Upton Knittle: proposed decision has been issued; combo of Alternative 2 and 4; It looks like the Angeles National Forest is not fighting it; It looks like Alternate 5 will not selected; the brief from the attorney, a fifteen page document, is now pending; we are at the end of the input stage; the CPUC will vote yes or no on the decision; they could choose still chose Alternate 5; there is now no hearing; it has been moved to the regular business meeting instead because there was little opposition to Alternates 2 and 4; they are studying already completed public comments only at this point; there is still a concern with Alternate 2 affecting fire suppression for Leona Valley; Alternate 2 impacts Bouquet Canyon; attorney will not be going to the meeting as she will be unable to speak as per CPUC requirements; no decision regarding the pink route yet; 

Ron Howell suggest the lines get moved to the far side of the reservoir so that the water dropping aircraft can clear the lines; if the lines are moved to the other side of the reservoir, this would also create a fire break; Alexis Upton Knittle indicates public comment is closed; we may be able to say something in a brief;    

Richard Thomas suggests that Ray Blackburn comment on the accessibility of reservoir via Alternate 2 via emergency water dropping aircraft; 

Terry Kenney: makes a motion to allocate funds to send two people to San Francisco for hearing; allocates $2,000 (not to exceed) for transportation and hotel stay; Bill Elliott seconded the motion; all in favor; motion is approved;

Community Standards, Bill Elliott: completed a working plan update; need to organize a committee to update the CSD’s; review and analyze the existing CSD’s; review CSD’s for other areas; pole residents for inputs; consider new CSD requirements; Get County to review CSD’s; incorporate CSD into voter pamphlet to vote; integrate CSD’s with long-term community plan; will hope to have draft CSD’s by forth of July; release in October in absentee ballots; target date for first meeting will be the week after the working meeting; Alice Wollman-Benoit, Jan Powell and Karl Pearcy have volunteered to join the committee; 

Terry Kenney, Zip Code: We have not progressed any more with the zip code; have written to the local authorities with no response; Discussed with Ritter/SunCal-they will like their own identity; they will want their own zip code; we will ride their coat-tails on a me-too clause;  

Comprehensive Emergency Plan, Robert Wood: Chuck Crandall is on the committee; took C.E.R.T. class; they are interested in making Leona Valley a model for the program; we will organize emergency plan components that are already in existence; we will not reinvent the wheel; we will be working with the Fire Safe Council; we will expand to include earthquakes; will promote awareness on a family and individual level; Steve Hull and Chuck Crandall are the only Equestrian emergency responders in our area and are certified by the County and the State; 

Revising Bylaws, Richard Thomas: Contacted Norm Hickling regarding the bylaws; sent to County lawyers to review; 

Long Range Plan, Richard Thomas: Bernhard Staschik, Mike Waters, Bill and Pam Elliott, Karl Pearcy, Mary Thomas were in attendance; seeking to maintain the rural character of Leona Valley such as no-solid walls, no sidewalks, no street lights, preserve agriculture land uses, farm animal friendly, family oriented; 

Potential problems of concern for long range plans include, but are not limited to: annexation by a larger city; enforcement of community standards; urbanization of rural areas; loss of agricultural status; population growth or migration; mass-transit; commercial development; power lines; loss of scenic route designation; water supply issues; gang actives;  

NEW BUSINESS:

Waste Management, Alexis Upton-Knittle: Waste Management wants to increase trash intake in this area; trash intake increase is to be from commercial businesses in the San Fernando Valley area; not planning to increase the footprint of the landfill; the life of the landfill will be about 18 more years; if restricted to just the Antelope Valley, the life would be about 31 years; we have until the 14th to have input for the Conditional Use Permit; there is a public hearing February 24th at the Lancaster Library, 9:30 AM; write Kim Szalay at Kzalay@planning.lacounty.gov; cc Norman Hickling at Supervisor Antonovich’s office at Nhickling@bos.co.la.ca.us.  Will be posted on the website;

Communications, Richard Thomas: Will discuss communications among the Town Council members while continuing to be in compliance with the Brown Act; would like to discuss at the Working Meeting; 

Karl Pearcy, Trash Service: What is the result of the over-see of services by the County of Los Angeles? This is still an open issue according to Bill Elliott;

John Seymour: May want to consider becoming a city; that is what Rosamond is considering; this was in the Antelope Valley Press today; Robert Wood indicates East Los Angeles is now completing the process; 

Los Angeles County Fire Department: 1.) Los Angeles County Fire has switched to their new radios; they are now doing fire fighter recruitment; March 17, 2007 (12:00-5:00) is a fundraiser for children’s cancer charities-pledging money for shaving heads; www.saintbaldricks.org.  

Sertoma: Saint Patrick’s Dinner on March 17, 2007.

Terry Kenney: has stepped down because of personal constraints with time (building a house and business); Larry Tyler will take over; Richard Thomas congratulates Terry Kenney for all his hard work and help to this community; will determine who is Vice President at a later date;

Adjournment Time: 9:43
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