Leona Valley Town Council

P.O. Box 795 • Leona Valley • California 93551

____________________________________________

Meeting Minutes

January 8, 2007

Call to order/Time:

Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM 

Pledge of Allegiance: 
Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call:
Conducted by Alexis Upton-Knittle: Members in attendance: Richard Thomas; Bill Elliott; Terry Kenney; Alexis Upton-Knittle; Robert Wood; and alternate Larry Tyler; 

Review of Minutes:
Minutes for December 2006 were reviewed; correction to change Worth to Worthington; Minutes as corrected were approved; 

Treasurer’s Report:
Bill Elliott submitted treasurer’s report; loss of $249.45, which does not reflect a new statement for the Franklin Fund. The Franklin Fund posted a loss of $96.98. There are three outstanding checks for utility case; the balance of the Power-line fund is $8,050. The balance of all accounts is $120,031.26.


Treasurer’s report has been approved as submitted; 

Committee Leader Assignments, Goals & Plans:
Larry Tyler, Community Relations: 

Plans a quarterly article in the newsletter detailing the accomplishments of the town council and how residents can help; there will be a posting of the agendas at Rancher’s Market when the sign-board is reinstalled. Will contact community groups such as LVIA, Sertoma, the Cherry Growers Association, and Fire Safe Council.

Alexis Upton-Knittle, Community Outreach:
There is a difference between community “outreach” and community “relations”. Outreach specifically relates to media relations, such as the local papers and television. The outreach position will be in charge of all press releases (such as with the Yodeler, community newsletter or the Antelope Valley Press/Daily News). This assignment will also include research; 

The goal is to maintain contact the media and community regarding LVTC issues and events. Will ensure that meetings are announced on the community building board posted at Rancher’s and Jackie’s. Research articles as necessary for fact finding. Posting & Notification of meetings 72 hours before the meeting. 

Comment: Bill Elliott reports there have been approximately 1,800 hits on the Leona Valley Town Council website since last July. There were ±250 hits immediately prior to the last meeting. 

Bill Elliott, Drug Rehabilitation Facility:

Goal is to maintain the quality of life for the citizens of Leona Valley and to stop the opening of the Narconon facility. There will be ongoing analysis and documentation to be provided to the Department of Regional Planning. In addition, there will be a review of documents as submitted by Narconon. The hearing date is April 4, 2007. 

Alexis Upton Knittle, Power Lines:
Goal is to oversee the Southern California Edison Proposal and to keep the transmission lines out of Leona Valley. Will attend hearings and review documents. There will be no communications with the Judge/CPUC as the Town Council speaks through their retained attorney. 

Objective is to disseminate information about the proposed power-lines to the community, oversee the committee, attend public hearings and could include testifying. The objectives will change depending on the ramification of a particular power-line proposal. 

The timeline relates to the actual power line proposal of Antelope Valley Pardee Alternate 5 as well as Segments 2 and 3. The final EIR for both should be reviewed and if necessary, a response shall be made for the final hearing. The dates of this are not yet known. 

Bill Elliott, Community Standards District:
No time to set up goals and plan. However, intends to collect standards from other Los Angeles County Rural Town Councils; collect data; establish a committee; goal is to have recommendations to change standards for community prior to the November 2007 election. Chuck Crandall has volunteered to obtain a copy of other standards from area communities. 

Terry Kenney, Zip Code:
Attempt to obtain a Leona Valley specific zip code, again. Residents can look up their four-digit supplement to their zip code by going to www.usps.com. Post Office Box delivery in Leona Valley has been a problem because we share the same zip code with the city of Palmdale. The Leona Valley Post Mistress suggests that those who use P.O. Boxes in Leona Valley to use the plus four zip code for Rancher’s Market, which is 7100; Terry Kenney intends to write to the Postal Management at the Palmdale facility as well as the Runner’s office and Supervisor Antonovich’s Office in order to seek guidance. Goal is by March to continue with an application process; and in May to follow up;

Robert Wood, Comprehensive Emergency Plan Project:

Objective is to review existing plan; create a disaster recovery plan; create protocol and authority to put this plan into effect; create the position of an emergency manager; outline duties of the emergency manager; legalities need to be addressed; citizens based committee members should preferably be those in the medical, fire, police and military fields; will need task oriented members such as those who are welders or those who have access to cutting torches; create a plan based upon the assumption that this town will be cut-off from emergency assistance; obtain (or locate) equipment and mapping; anticipates 22 weeks to complete this project; if starting today, this project should be complete by first week of July; will contact those who have worked on this project before; interface with fire-safe council; Community Emergency Response Training for town; would like to establish an annual emergency drill; create a community awareness program; 

Comment by Retired Resident Deputy Pat Hood: We already have block captains; 

Rich Thomas, Update Town Council By-Laws


Goal is to update date the Leona Valley Town Council Bylaws so that there is no conflict with the Brown Act. Will contact the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisor’s office and request a legal review this week. Will write changes in mid February 2007. Anticipate completion of project by April 2007. 


Comment: According to Juanita Kirkpatrick, the changes to the by-laws must be read at two different general meetings. The changes must be approved by a 2/3 vote of the Town Council.

Rich Thomas, Long Range Plan Project

Develop a 1, 3 and 5 year plan for Leona Valley so that the citizens can manage changes that could potentially adversely impact our valley. The committee is to be comprised of five to nine participants. January 8, 2007, proceed with project; create committee by January 12; January 17 & February 7, 2007, meetings; June 18, 2007, report; July 9, 2007, approval of plans; 

Chuck Crandall Asks:
What about Road Conditions liaison? Richard Thomas presents assignments recap:

Assignments Re-Cap:

Richard Thomas:
Government Relations; Leona Valley Long Range Plan Project; Update Town Council By-Laws. Agendas; note: To add items to an upcoming agenda, contact Rich Thomas; to post 72 hours prior to any meeting;

Bill Elliott:
Environmental; Community Standards; Drug-Rehab project;

Robert Wood:
Utilities; Comprehensive Emergency Plan Project;

Terry Kenney:
Sun Cal/Ritter; Zip Code Project

Larry Tyler:
Emergency Services & Public Relations

Alexis Upton-Knittle:
Community outreach and power line project;

Committee Reports:

Robert Wood:
Public Utilities, Water: The Cherry Growers have intervener status on the water rate issue; Town Council will obtain intervener status in the future; Rich Thomas will review water issues with Robert Wood;

Terry Kenney:
Sun Cal/Ritter: The recreation building was approved at the December meeting with Palmdale Planning. Terry will check with Sun Cal on the anticipated completion date of Elizabeth Lake Road.

Larry Tyler:
Emergency Services: Loren Worthington is our resident deputy effective January 21, 2007. Larry Tyler will invite Loren to speak before the Council. Will invite a member of emergency services to speak quarterly.

Alexis Upton-Knittle:
Power Lines: Final environmental impact reports for segments 2 and 3 are done. There are massive amounts of missing letters and statements. The responses by the Aspen Group are incomplete. They did not recognize Leona Valley as a fire hazard area. Reportedly, Aspen has recommended the Sun Cal alternate route. No hearing date has been set. The judge has not made a ruling. Bill Elliott will post a link for the environmental impact report on the website. It will also be available at www.SaveLeonaValley.com.

Bill Elliott:
Drug Rehab Facility: The “conditions” document was submitted to the Department of Regional Planning. Additional research is now in process. Will discuss more items with concerned citizens. Hearing is delayed to April 4, 2007.

New Business: 
Pacific Crest Trail: The High Desert Runners are hosting a maintenance of the Pacific Crest Trail on two Saturdays, January 6 and 27, 2007. All are invited to help maintain the trail  near Bouquet Canyon Reservoir. For details visit http://www.pcta.org.


Extra Town Council Meetings: Until the Town Council projects are on track, they Town Council has decided (by vote and approval) to have a second meeting each month. It is scheduled for the fourth Monday of each month, 7:30 PM at the Community Center. This will be a working meeting with an abbreviated agenda. 


Long Range Plan: Richard Thomas requests volunteers for his long-range plan committee; Karl Pearcy and Bernard volunteer. 


Los Angeles County Fire Department: 1.) Free sand bags are available at the fire department. 2.) There is a new Community Emergency Response Training Class on January 20, 2007 at the Fire Department Training Center: 42110 6th Street West, Lancaster, Ca 93534; to sign up email AVCERT@hotmail.com or call 661-265-6116. Class size is limited.

Old Business:

Bill Elliott:  
Audit: Victor Conklin Completed his audit of the Town Council books for the last fiscal year.


Signature cards will need to be signed by the all members of the TC at Downey Savings.

Announcements/Calendar:

Next Regular Meeting, February 12, 2007; 

Next Working Meeting, January 22, 2007

Adjournment/Time: 9:07 PM;
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