Leona Valley Town Council

Minutes

September 11, 2006


Call to order:  7:30 pm

Roll Call

Mike Waters, President

Rich Thomas, Vice President

Bill Elliott, Treasurer

Jan Powell, Secretary

Terry Kenney, Member-at-Large

Jon Collard, Alternate

Call to order 7:30 PM
Pledge of Allegiance

Moment of silence to honor the 9/11/01 fallen World Trade Center victims

Minutes

Posted on the website,

(MSC Elliott, Kenney; passed)

See website

Treasurer's report

Bill Elliott

Copy of report available on front table

Profit and Loss statement updated from last month

$1,000 donations pending deposit

(MSC Powell, Kenney; approved)

Notices

Website

www.LeonaValleyTownCouncil.org

email accepted via Bill Elliott

Send your email address to create a listserv for future postings and notices.

Christine Stoddard was introduced who is the new editor of the LEONA VALLEYIA news.  Welcome.

Bill discussed forthcoming election and missed candidate profiles. 

Bios are posted on the website.

Announcement: This is the last LEONA VALLEYTOWN COUNCIL meeting before the Narconon hearing at LA County Board of Supervisors on 10/4/06.

SunCal

Bob Barjam, Manager of Ritter Ranch presented updated map of Elizabeth Lake Rd.

Discussed access to Elizabeth Lake Rd (ELR) Residents asked how they will turn onto ELR from their property.  Road Construction on phase 1 (just past Lazy-T) completed at end of year

Phase 2, reach to the 'Dam' will be constructed in 2007

The SCE power lines will not feed Ritter Ranch. Were they originally planned to go thru Ritter Ranch, therefore Alternate Routes selected No, this will be discussed by SCE.

Power Line Issue

Terry Kenney introduced SCE, Alis Klausen to talk about Segments 2 & 3. 

There are alternate routes tagged onto these segments, recently.

SCE Process

Since 1998, wind energy (Tehachapi) into electrical grid has been under discussion.

Currently energy can come from many places, nuclear, hydroelectric, wind, Town Council. These all feed our grid

Which is interconnected with AZ, OR, WA? Throughout the day the power can come from anywhere.

4000 Megawatts can be added by harnessing the wind.

In 2002, Tehachapi discussed

In 2004, Discussion to move

Segment 1
West Lancaster to Magic Mountain

2
West Lancaster to Vincent Hill


3
West Lancaster to Mohave and Tehachapi

Idea was to stay as close to existing corridor and take down a smaller system and replace with

a larger one. This proposal has been out since 2004.  It will crossover at 120th W to 110thW at the aqueduct
Public Utilities Commission
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) history
Preliminary engineering

Public comment (30-45 days) in January 2006 for all segments

Open House held in May of 2005, public comment considered.

Re-filed on segments 2 & 3 and updated EIR and engineering work

Segment 1 stays pretty much as it was first proposed.

The EIR on Segments 2 & 3 have been filed.

City of Palmdale asked that SCE meet with Westside School District, Ana Verde folks

SunCal, Ritter Ranch project

To discuss an alternate route on SunCal's property (Ritter Reroute). Should not be visible

from ELR, It crosses about 55th St W. at current right-of-way. The 3 homes will decide

which side they will cross.  Same issue exists in Rosamond area where modular homes have

been added along the route (100th St W).

Asked if they could move about 1/2 mile to avoid the modular homes.

60th St West neighbors declined moving from 55th St West.

Draft EIR is available at library and SCE offices. Copies to be left with Terry Kenney.

Comment period is until late September.  The preferred alternative is one of SCE proposed routes. Suggest each person review the document for clarification.

SCE draft assessment prepared by their engineers. File project from Sep05 or Dec04, available online

Alis will discuss SCE documents only This is a process and we are able to share our opinion however these are just opinions. Road assessment increased to 160 ft.

Question: 

5 separate lines coming across ELR. Will those come down and be replaced with new towers?

No, nothing comes down, it is all additional

Questions:

DER Pink Route, whatever the PUC orders is what SCE will do.

Questions:

SCE has 12 more routes from wind farm to Vincent. Will these be rolled-out over the next 2 years?

Answer: only 2 more projects in conceptual stage. It takes 2-3 years to prepare documents and SCE

is not in process.  Terry Kenney will follow up with collaborative and get any pending information regarding new proposed routes.

Question:

Original proposal and 5 alternates, what are they?

3 segments in the first phase

the upside down Y

1
to Magic Mountain
2
to Acton

3
to Tehachapi

PUC has asked SCE for conceptuals to Bakersfield and San Berdue too.

Pardee is not in the queue

Questions

How will this impact Leona Valley?

It will be a subsequent project if this were approved.
Segment 3 goes to Vincent Hill/Mojave/Tehachapi

SCE Mailing went to 5000 people on the mailing list. Anyone can request being placed on the mailing

list.  All of the people within 300 feet of the proposed routes have been notified.

(Petersens, Barons) These residents already have poles on their properties. Mailings completed as per regulation. posting, signs along routes

Question:

There are 5 routes posted, what is the PINK route. It is not an Edison route.

Question:

It's established that the majority of the people didn't know anything about this. The

route that we're here to talk about went thru SunCal's Ritter Ranch. This was opposed

by Ritter Ranch therefore the PINK route is the alternative. Alis, the routes are still going thru Ritter Ranch Alis, the first choice is to parallel existing routes.

Question:

If all power is from many places why not reroute to Bakersfield

SCE is not in Bakersfield, it's PGE.

These are the only spots SCE can get 500 Watts into their grids. It needs to come into one of the

major receiving sites.

Question

1 year resident wasn't notified or disclosed when purchased house.

Corridors are 180 feet.

EIR: no project action alternative, none of the quadrant would occur. Is this an option?

That is not the SCE proposal.

PUC commission document given to LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL.  Residents want access to the document.

Disk in TK's office for residents review. Copies will be burned.

The right-of-way is from 1920's to 1930's.

120th - existing towers will come down and new ones go up.

The ones to the east are additional quadrants and they will stay and be added to.

Aspen and Forest Services have different proposals.

Segment 1 - SCE route alternate route 5

Segment 2&3 - received documents from CPUC outlining these segments.

Suggest brining overheads to explain these routes.

PINK route land owner indicates SCE is not clear about their comments.  Alis, indicated she

is not allowed to answer those questions.

If SCE route is on 55thW and CPUC is PINK route, who will notify residents effected by the PINK route?

Once SCE notifies their customers, it's up to other agencies to notify the residents near the

proposed routes.

Who were these mailed to?

PINK route map was made available to SCE last week from CPUC.

Alis is not allowed to comment on other routes than SCE.

Aspen can answer that questions (CPUC)

The majority of the residents have not been notified of any hearings.

Next speaker:  US Forestry Service Ms MaryAnn Kadota

Proposed alternate route 5

Antelope Pardee Project (Segment 1)

John Davidson from Aspen came to hear comments.

2 Project Antelope to Pardee Transmission project (forest service)

Segments 2&3 - SCE

Agua Dulce and LEONA VALLEYTOWN COUNCIL asked that Ms Kadota give presentation at the same time.

Handout - see minutes. Will try to put on PUC website, linked to document (Ms Kadota)

Why alternative 5 proposed by the forest service?

All special uses are to determine if they can occur on non-federal land then US forestry
service is suppose to deny project on forestry land.

Discussed how US Forestry makes the decision to address issues. They follow the document.

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)- rigorously explore reasonable alternatives.

Aspen was asked to prepare an alternative 5 to address the NEPA.

Alt 5 cannot be removed because the US Forestry must bring forward options.

If PCUP removes then US Forestry gets heck from Environmental Groups.

How does US Forest service evaluation criteria in making their decision?

Some of the factors are listed in the handout.

Forest Supervisor, Jody Norn?

Given directives to evaluate on forest vs non-forest land. includes ALL land not just the quadrant at hand

How to manage National Forest? Land Management Plan, So Ca National Forests

What are substantive comments from the public


meaningful


tells agency what's your position


and why you have it


specific as possible


address adequacy of documents

Comments are within the scope and specificity of project, direct relationship to the project, Town Council.

45-day comment period is regulation. it starts when published in federal register, July 21, 2006.

Public notice in fed register on Aug 5 (45-days begins).

If US Forestry decides on an extension then 15 days will be added.

Forestry asked PCUP to consider extension, PCUP is giving 15 days only to Oct 3, 2006 for comment

Why was Alt 5 not disclosed?  The forestry service is involved with Leona Valley and they don't do this. The public is not informed because they are not remanded to provide the information, so the didn't.

What is the USF public comment process? Regulations provided as guidance (handout)

Reviewed methods for public comments (Agoura Hills office)

When will the USF make decision? When final EIS is published. Record of decision is attached

and it's final.  If you request document of submit substantive comments you'll get the decision.

It's in a legal notice in the LA Times.

There's an appeal period of 45-days when it was published in the newspaper.

Court case pending regarding "substantive comment" definition.

This must be done in writing.  Goes to Regional Forester. CFR 1500, Environmental Impact Statement

is different from EIR

Lost Valley Ranch Road adjacent to US Forestry. If power lines to run parallel how can houses

be saved in case of a fire?  This is a significant impact that cannot be mitigated.

See fire history maps and fuel breaks on internet.  113 to 178 ft tall towers.  USF has the

same concerns about ability to fight fires.

If we develop a route (alt 5) what prevents making it bigger?

The corridor is 1000 feet so it could be expanded. (forest land only). Wherever lines are located

it must be prepared for build-out in the corridor.

Negative impact to private property, real estate and people.

How much impact is to the USF land?

12.6 miles of 26 mile route in on USF land, the remaining is not.  13 miles of private land is being

impacted.  Alt 5 is longest route, most expensive 

socioeconomic and environmental impacts are always under consideration.

There is no preferred alternative route from the USF at this time.

Scoping meetings: there were no environmental group at these meetings.  They came to public meeting

on the draft.  They did appeal but missed the deadline so appeal dismissed.

CPUC and USF joint meetings - 

National Energy Policy Act - 

National Energy Policy 2001 - encourage increased domestic energy

Westside Corridor EIS, Western US and utility corridors to major cities. There isn't one proposed

in this area but that could change

SCOPING 

DRAFT

How do you go about challenging USF wildlife density to private land wildlife density?

Use that as a substantive comment and contact USF.  

Is there 1000 foot utility corridor in USF?  YES, there's a 1000 ft corridor already slated in SunCal

USF has zoned forest, back country zone every transmission line is in a corridor to meet

the existing regulation.

Intent in USF plan is to develop corridors to include future lines.

Degradation of water (ground and surface). Armagosa creek would have harmful materials also.

Wildlife will be poisoned by creek. Deals mainly with construction

Fire Hazard, are there weed abatement around towers which may impact the water? (pesticide and

herbicides) for water contamination.  It was not included in the project proposal.

Notification along Alt Route 5?  During Scoping, notices in local newspapers only. No mailed notices unless 400 feet within proposed center build.

Karl Pearcy: can I send additional comments to Agoura?  yes

Will the final USF decision be made by Jody Norin, yes.

If USF says No to all other lines, the only other alternative is route 5.

Jody has to make a decision on ALL routes.  Based on EIS.

The CPUC does not seem to be in favor of Alt 5.

Three segments exist because they are independent of each other. Any can go alone.

Write letters, substantive comments, support legal fees by community.

Thank you to LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL to support these discussions.

Mr. Davidson, Aspen Environmental Group

Good explanation of the USF position.  Lots of laws and regulations by different agencies.

USF and CPUC are intertwined in Alt 5.

Contractor for PUC for environmental reviews only.

EIR is 1 part of a larger primary decision making process that CPUC is going thru

SCE applies to CPUC 

SCE was mandated by CPUC to create alternative routes.

CPUC is pushing USF and SCE to move to meet 2010 goal of 20% increase in power.

Dian Greenish, CPUC.  Administrative Law Judge is a CPUC employee. It's a quasi-judicial process.

Multiple parties can present and ALJ is on a fact finding mission to make a proposal to....

Considerations:

EIR

Public Sentiment

Relative Issues

Cost of Doing This - passed onto customers

CA Environmental Quality Act

Segments 2 & 3

Separate Environmental Impact Report 

Lead decision maker is CPUC.

Rules differ when not using a federal agency

Traditional EIR done, alternatives are most important

They either approve or deny SCE alternatives.

Comment

Tonight's speakers do not have any answers.

Resident asked for uplinks that can provide answers.

Confusion due to many options that are unclear.

Suggested meeting with uplinks and get it together!

Before 10/3/06

Who proposed the PINK alternative (4)?  Aspen! plus CPUC, Attorneys, 20 specialists, Aspen


Avoid 2 homes in cherry tree lane (near the bison)


AVUSD cutting thru proposed school site.

Alt 5: longer and more expensive route, ugly, we deliver 5% less power down below.

Photos taken were angled away from home.  Suggest that photos be retaken that show a 180 ft 

corridor impact.

ELR resident. where does this cross ELR?

Segment 4 PINK route to be presented?

Can you confirm that there will be meetings on?
9/26
6:30 PM Palmdale Cultural Center

9/27
6:30 PM Kern County Library

The CPUC may change these meetings, per ALJ (Judy Halligan) may hold public hearing.

See LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL.org website.

Executive Summaries available in hardcopy and CD from Aspen.

LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL Committee formed to retain attorney and keep community informed.

Marcy Watton

Karen Bryant

Alexis

Fitsgerald

TK

Committee asked to provide organized layout of Lines, routes, and alternatives.

Rehab Facility

The Narconon CUP was remanded to Regional Planning.

Regional Planning is in the process of allowing the CUP to go through.

Narconon has prepared a map mitigating the BOS comments.

We have until 9/16 to reply to Regional Planning.

LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL met with Jim Bell to discuss what needs to be done, including substantive statements.

LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL will be preparing a document to present to Regional Planning which may be around 100 pages.

LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL requesting input from the town.  The documents are posted on the website.

It still remains that 80% of the town is against it.

Motion made to allocate funds to print the LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL documents for Regional Planning and BOS

Authorize funds to print the documents in the amount of $1000. (Elliott, Thomas) passed.

The LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL does not have a Committee that is working on this. The LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL is completing the documents.

Can outside help be hired to help with this document, perhaps and attorney?

LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL has not considered an attorney due to time constraints. Docs received 9/6/06 and due 9/16/06.

Comments and responses to Regional Planning who will make recommendations to BOS.

An Executive Summary will be attached to the Regional Planning document summarizing LEONA VALLEY comments.

If CUP is approved by Regional Planning, it passes the BOS unless there is an appeal filed!

This must be done by the LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL to the BOS.  BOS reviews it by technical comments (legal)

All comments are accepted and considered. The CUP process for this is different.

Regional Planning has never visited the property and is taking the owner's comments that

upgrade and fixes will be done.

OLD Business

At the last LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL meeting there was a request for reimbursement of funds for the work that was done by

the Community Committee.  

The LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL met and decided that this will be declined because of setting precedent of reimbursing

after the fact expenses.

CowChip Championship to be held next weekend.

Money raised for scholarship funds by Sertoma.

9/16 Fire Safe Council is holding a Fire Appreciate Dinner between 3-6PM.  Requesting side-dishes

from public.

Adjournment 10:07 pm

Jan Powell

Recording Secretary

