Leona Valley Town Council

General Meeting Minutes

March 12, 2007

Call to Order:
Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call, Conducted by Alexis Upton Knittle: Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Bill Elliott; Richard Thomas; and Alexis Upton Knittle present, absent none;

Review of Minutes: January 22, 2007 minutes carried over; February 12, 2007 minutes; both approved as submitted;

Bill Elliott, Treasurer’s Report:  

Certificate of Deposit is going to mature; uncertain whether to rollover; 3-year term; needs to be changed by March 26, 2007; face value is $26,854.

Expenses: $45.56 for new badges; CPUC meeting expenses: need receipts for gas of $120; entire trip was $1,543.43.

Profit and Loss: we have had a loss for the period of February 1, 2007 to March 12, 2007, due to expenses; does not include the Franklin account. Negative ($1,419.56); 

Treasurer’s report approved as submitted;

PROGRESS REPORTS

Utilities, Robert Wood: 

Water issue: filing for intervener status with the California Public Utilities Commission; would like to have done by mid April 2007; Actions: write petition; file petition (by April 15, 2007); Create letter writing flyer; promote letter writing awareness in Cherry Chapters & Mountain Yodeler; Monitor results; 

Larry Tyler, SunCal: There is going to be a public hearing on March 15, 2007 regarding a new park; Larry Tyler is trying to get together with Terry Kenney for documents; does not have a copy of the specific plan yet;

Larry Tyler, Emergency Services/Community Relations 

1.) Went to the Fire Safe Council meeting; Code Red, emergency notification system; 5 minutes can have 35,000 calls output; would be for the Lakes area and Leona Valley if implemented; 

2.) Fireman Appreciation Day September 8th, 2007;

Larry Tyler, April 28, 2007, Tire Recycling;
Community Relations means interacting with the community groups; 

Community Outreach: requires interaction with the press; 

Alexis Upton Knittle, Community Outreach: LA Daily News had miss-information on the power line issue; Alexis Upton Knittle has been in contact with the media on the power line issue; nothing came into print; 

________________________________________________________________________

Alexis Upton Knittle, Power Lines: 

6 at the CPUC Hearing; group was effective; we were not supposed to speak if we are a party to Alternate 5; spoke regarding Alternate 2; 

Alternative 2, Segment 1: potential problem blocking reservoir from water dropping planes; Commissioners voted to Alternative 2 after group spoke; when we left the meeting several officials from CPUC, Edison and Aspen group descended on group and acknowledged that there would be a way to do an amendment to Alternative 2 to move the lines to the west side of reservoir; 

Officials indicated that they spoke with the County Fire when they had not; the attorney for CPUC said that he would work toward making it right; 

Ronald & Sherry Howell, Power Lines, Fire Issue

Potential to lose Bouquet Reservoir for fire suppression following the installation of the towers on the east side of the reservoir; (photo and map provided for review); west side re-route would mitigate this problem; we have until the end of the month to file a tolling agreement so that fire department and other authorities to make their assessments; forestry service came and reviewed today; if Fire does not come out and look at it and we go past the 30 day mark, the reservoir is lost without recourse; 

No conflict with route 5, it will not be re-chosen; tolling agreement will take a couple of hours for the attorney to complete; if intervener status is obtained, funds can be reimbursed for this segment; 

Ronald hopes for a letter and some financial support from Town Council; Attorney Rate $395/hour;

Alexis Upton Knittle: Waiver letter went to the original signers to allow Alene Tabor to represent the Howell’s too; the waiver indicates that there could be a potential conflict; if one signer says “no” Alene is unable to discuss; deadline is March 30, 2007; original signers authorized getting involved with the east Leona Valley issue;

Bill Elliott: It appears the “signers” are against saving the reservoir for fire suppression; 

Richard Thomas: Is it important for Leona Valley to use the Reservoir for fires? If so, then the Town Council should get involved, some how, quickly; 

Juanita Kirkpatrick: Are we going to fight to save our reservoir? if so, let’s get another lawyer;

Karen Bryan: there are fourteen signers on the agreement; Town Council is only one signer;

Robert Wood: indicates fire is new issue; new legal person should handle;

Lana Seymour; suggests making an agreement with the original group stipulating that original signers are relieved from financial obligation for this new issue if waiver is signed;

Ron Howell: A tolling agreement extends the period to reassess the situation pertaining to the fire issue; gets the CPUC and Edison to agree to extent the review period to come up with a proper solution—the re-route; a tolling agreement is basically an extension of time;

Warwick Bryan:  suggests to include Green Valley, Acton, Aqua Dulce and Santa Clarita are also impacted and should be involved; 

Alexis Upton Knittle: Will call attorney and ask about conflict of interest and possibly get a referral; perhaps County counsel could do a tolling agreement;

Richard Thomas will follow up with Norm Hickling with County fire issue; should have an emergency meeting;

Terry Zinger: indicates that there is a potential conflict with attorney;

Alexis Upton Knittle, More Power: pink route brief was submitted; vote is on March 15; they are expected to go through Ritter and to avoid the pink route; there are eight more segments coming down the pike; one may impact Leona Valley; would like to be involved in the formal consultation process for the remaining routes; this is segments 4-11; we are concerned with segment 5; Alexis Upton Knittle will discuss with handouts for working meeting; should invite Alis Claussen to working meeting; 

________________________________________________________________________

Community Standards, Bill Elliott: 

Had our first meeting; original CSDs were water downed by the County; may use portions of it for the re-write; every standards needs to be re-addressed to make it more enforceable; next meeting is on the March 21,  2007 at Jackie’s at 6:30 PM; 

Comprehensive Emergency Plan, Robert Wood: 

Meeting on the 20th or 21st; at Casa Gutierrez; reached out to Fire Safe Council; take advantage of CERT training; working to put together a great plan;

Revising Bylaws, Richard Thomas: Still being reviewed by Council Counsel;

Old Business: 

Chuck Crandall, Trash Service: Went to ARTC meeting. They have completed first round of surveys for trash survey. Community results were 32% were for exclusive service; 32% non-exclusive and 37% non-exclusive hybrid for Leona Valley & Quartz Hill. Leona Valley was lumped in with Quartz Hill, which has different needs. Recommendation by all Town Councils is that another survey must be completed and delineated by specific communities. It is suggested that each town council do a survey and then write a letter on what the community wants. FYI: Benz recycles on site and there is a 50% recycle rate with that service.

Chuck Crandall, Hauled Water Issue: Proposed policy has been created by the County of Los Angeles Department of Health Services; hauled water cannot be used for multi family, non-residential, properties on a legal lot or areas already serviced by public water;

Proposal indicates water may be hauled to a residential property with a State-approved filtration system; submit periodic inspections to the Environmental Health Department; pay annual fee to Environmental health division; subject to inspections; by Environmental Health Department; 

Chuck Crandall requests that the Town Council get a hold of Norman Hickling because there are problems associated with the proposed policy; to be approved by the Board of Supervisors by the end of this month; there has not been public review at all; several Town Councils will call Norman Hickling too; Chuck Crandall has six pages of commentary; Leona Valley Town Council would like a copy; requires three wells to be drilled before hauled water is allowed as well or two Geotechnical reports indicating that no water is available on site; policy does not address marginal wells; Wayne Argo of the ARTC will coordinate with the Councils on this matter;

Richard Thomas will be contacting Norman Hickling for an extension so that Town Council can review;

Robert Wood, Water Project: Antelope Valley Integrated Water Management Plan: our projects are included in the in a comparison matrix; the projects meet a high degree of objectives and preferences, which indicates a strong chance of inclusion in the final plan; Robert Wood and Larry Tyler attended the 9th Stakeholder Meeting; Next Stakeholder meeting is scheduled for March 28, 2007; plans to write plan for project implementation in Leona Valley by the end of August 2007;  this will include storm-water harvesting and precision irrigation control; 

Terry Kenney  is writing a formal resignation; 

NEW BUSINESS:

Energy Corridor: Because of time restrictions, this will be covered at the next meeting

Vice President Position: Richard Thomas can appoint or not have a vice president; Rich suggests Bill Elliott should take over the Vice President position; Bill Elliott is appointed VP and is still the Treasurer; 

Proposal to extend 20th Street West, Bill Elliott: to be extended to Elizabeth Lake Road; is posted on the website; will add a red light on Elizabeth Lake Road; April 4, 2007 there is a meeting; protest comments to be sent to Palmdale Planning Department; no traffic study has been completed

Valley Vineyard: Bill Elliott would like to discuss the new Valley Vineyard project; some homes on 1.5 acre lots based on clustering rule in Hillside Management area; will address it at the CSD meeting; John Allday will show everyone his plans for project; Town Council now officially knows about project; John asks to be on agenda approximately four weeks from now; County does have some plans that will take about a year to review; Richard Thomas indicates that we need to get into the loop with the Department of Regional Planning;

Town Council Involvement in Enforcement of CSD, Richard Thomas: should be proactive; no enforcement authority; Town Council can report violations of CSD to County;

Community Standards Reviews, Richard Thomas: Norman Hickling will look into why Town Council is not included in the process; 

Community Building: Sertoma project raised money for the new cement in front of community building; St. Patrick’s Day fundraiser; 

Announcements:

March 24, comedy night at the sports camp on Lake Hughes Road put on by the Charter School; they are professional comedians; 

Laura Walters, LA County Fire: 

1.)
Norm Hickling referred to Air Operations Assistant to Chief to investigate water dropping plane issue with reservoir; 

2.)
We have a red flag warning; think about brush clearance now; change batteries in smoke detectors; keep an eye out for arsonists and vehicle fires; this weekend at Sweet Water Café the St. Baldrick’s day event for children with cancer treatments; moving to Leona Valley area; 

Adjournment Time: 9:30
