PENDING COUNCIL APPROVAL

Leona Valley Town Council

Working Meeting Minutes

March 26, 2007

Call to Order:
Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call, Conducted by Alexis Upton Knittle: Alexis Upton Knittle; Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Bill Elliott; Richard Thomas were all present;

Review of Minutes: February 26, 2007 minutes were approved as submitted.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Utilities, Robert Wood: We have the document we need to file for intervener status on water rate issue. Robert Wood will copy the document we completed three years ago. We have until August to apply, but we will apply immediately in order to obtain recognition early. No filing fee involved.

Antelope Valley Integrated Water Management Plan, Robert Wood:

Plan may be viewed at AVWaterplan.org. Meeting is on Wednesday and Robert Wood will be attending. Residents of town are not involved because we are in preliminary research and planning level only.  Plan is not compulsory to all residents but is available to individuals of Leona Valley. 

Power Lines, Alexis Upton Knittle: 

We have applied for intervener status on the power issue. 

Results of votes: March 15, 2007 vote avoids Cherry Tree Lane houses; March 1, 2007, voted for Alternative 2;

New Segment 5 could affect Leona Valley. 

Alternative 2, there is still a fire hazard issue; the Howell’s, Rich Thomas and Alexis Upton Knittle met with Norm Hickling regarding fire operation hazards. Officials are investigating. 

Ron Howell: Norman Hickling said today that fire personnel has not seen the new map; expecting an answer from the fire department end of this week; in contact with Canadian Super Scooper pilot who fought the fires in Leona Valley before; has maps of the exact placement of towers which will span 350 to 550 feet in the area because they will suspend from mountain top to mountain top. Canadian pilot said it is a dangerous condition. New maps are now being submitted today. Howell’s cannot file tolling agreement; only Town Council can file the tolling agreement. San Francisco lawyer $350 hour and will take 10 hours to complete. 

On this issue: Alexis Upton Knittle will call Norm because of deadline is Friday. 

Comment, John Grimm rescue helicopters cannot fly the canyon on a cloudy day with power lines in place.

Zip Code, Larry Tyler: 

Ritter may have its own zip code; we might want to piggy-back on their plan to get a zip code. 

Town Council will do a mail & package survey for residents to ascertain issues adversely impacting the public relative to the Leona Valley specific zip code. 

Larry Tyler will check with Buck Mckeon’s aids to see if they can do the research on this effort. 

Comment, Bill Elliott: Town Council is not getting mail on time for hearings and other action items because of the problems with the zip code and delay in receipt of mail.

Comment, Robert Wood: Mother did not receive mailed medication on time because of delivery problems related to zip code.

Comment, Juanita Kirkpatrick: Has not been receiving packages on time.

Comment, Alice Benoit: significant delays in receiving mailed pay checks. 

Ritter Ranch, Larry Tyler: Will request from Bob Barjam that he complete a presentation on the proposed equestrian trails at the next meeting.

Drug Rehab, Bill Elliott: Reports and response due in 2 weeks; may put new news article on group home issue on Leona Valley website; there will be a notice in Cherry Chapters. Will put information on Leona Valley website; 

Community Standards, Bill Elliott: 

Next meeting, April 4, 2007. We now have an outline being generated by Jan Powell; will have all the standards of the other CSD’s.  We will have generic information into the outline; and then we will populate the document with proposals. There will be a working draft on the website. 

On March 28, 2007 there will be a meeting on the southeast Antelope Valley Community Standards District at the Department of Regional Planning, Hall of Records, Room 150.

We received the plot plan for the proposed Valley Vineyards project in the mail. Department of Regional Planning is looking for feedback. 121 single-family homes planned; development to be gated; hiking and riding trails accessible to public; to be serviced by California Water Service; 500,000 cubic yards to be graded; 292.49 acres; 8.1 acres open spaces; Alexis Upton Knittle will call up John Allday and ask him to discuss at the next meeting. 

CSD’s will be in the new Welcome to Leona Valley book, which is about to be written.

We have a C-3 zoned area in Leona Valley; 90th Street West and Elizabeth Lake Road; County is going to amend Title 22, which includes C-3 unlimited commercial use to allow mixed-use commercial. Hearing on April 25, 2007 at Department of Regional Planning, Hall of Records. 

Comprehensive Emergency Plan, Robert Wood: First meeting went very well; located Mary Ann Floyd’s old computer that had a plan; located list of trained citizens with CERT classes; we will combine all of our resources that will form our plan; there were four people at the meeting: John and Lana Seymour, Chuck Crandall and Robert Wood. There is an extended training course on emergency communications through CERT. FM transmitter under $500 could broadcast emergency information and town meetings. 

Comment, Larry Tyler: says he knows of a local resident who helped set up a Ham Operation System to be used in case of an emergency. Larry Tyler will give that name to Robert Wood. 

Long Range Plan, Richard Thomas: supplemental committee to analyze Leona Valley sovereignty and CSD issues. 

OLD BUSINESS:

Bill Elliott: CD rolled over for one year; 

Agenda: Next Meeting: Ritter Ranch, road status; equestrian plan; and presentation by John Allday;

Announcement: Mr. Petersen has passed away; has done a lot of good work for the community; Great supporter to the entire Lakes area; donations can be made to the Petersen museum; Should Town Council make donation to Petersen museum? Bill makes a motion to donate $200 to Petersen Automotive Museum in memory of Mr. Petersen; approved by Council; 

Adjournment Time: 9:00
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