PENDING COUNCIL APPROVAL

Leona Valley Town Council

Working Meeting Minutes

August 27, 2007

Call to Order:
Bill Elliott, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Bill Elliott

Council Roll Call: Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Bill Elliott; Alice Benoit were all present; Richard Thomas is absent;

Review of Minutes: Minutes of last working meeting were approved as submitted.

Public Comment: There is no public comment. 

PROGRESS REPORTS

Cal Water and AVEK, Robert Wood: There must be a 30% reduction in water usage or wells will go dry by the end of the year according to Saturdays AV Press. Leona Valley is seeking grants. We have Chris Whitley of California Water Service to discuss the current water situation in Leona Valley, including the pending AVEK water shut-down in our area.

Chris Whitley: New development is not funded by existing rate payers; wells, water storage and water are to be brought in by the Developer; 

California Water Service is making improvements to the system:

·  1 well in Leona Valley out of service due to high nitrates; old well may be treated to correct bad water problem;

· New well being installed now;

· There has never been an interruption in service by AVEK in last thirty years of service (except 2004)

· Between 2004 and 2006 we have installed 15 new hydrants; (2004= 6; 2005= 5; 2006= 4); In 2007 we plan to install a new storage tank on 107th Street West and install new electrical on Leona Avenue;

· There is a benefit for your water service to be owned by a public utility. The community has the benefit in sharing experts and services.

Question (Vance Kirkpatrick): In a dry year, AVEK could not supply the Antelope Valley based on the existing usage.  70% of the area water is supplied by AVEK as of 2005.

Answer: We need to complete a hydro study of the Leona Valley basin. There is fractured rock in Leona Valley; combination of well and surface water available. If water were available via AVEK, California Water Service would prefer to use AVEK, as we do not want to duplicate what is already available. The new well cost about $400,000.

Question: Where does the Leona Valley water go?

Answer: Just in Leona Valley.

Question: How can you move forward as to where you think there is water without a hydro study being completed?

Answer: I don’t know. I am not an expert.

Question: Why drill a well if you don’t know the supply.

Answer: We have a good idea. If we don’t find the right fracture there will be no water. You can move ten feet from a spot that has water and find none in the nearly adjacent location.

Question: How much of the water supplied to Leona Valley metered properties is from AVEK?

Answer: 90% from AVEK. 10% from Leona Valley.

Question: What are the plans for the October AVEK shut down?

Answer:  Wells will be retrofitted at the end of September.  We have a temporary wheeling agreement so water comes over the hill. This agreement is with Los Angeles County Water Works. We are accessing the Lancaster system as they have an excess supply. 

Question: Regarding rates. AVEK may have to buy water from Northern California rice farmers. The price of water could triple on an acre-foot basis for AVEK.

Answer: There is no rate case until 2009. This will not affect current rates.

Question: There is an application with the California Public Utilities Commission for a general office rate case?

Answer:  For all of the districts there will be a charge to the rate payers for general office expenditures. 

Question: Is it possible to move the October shut-off date?

Answer: We wrote a letter; We have not received a reply;

Question: Will you be watching the tanks this time to make sure that our water supply does not go dry like it did in 2004?

Answer:  The tanks will be checked on a daily basis. Water will be trucked into the community if there is insufficient water supply. There will be water to the fire hydrants.

Question (Karl Pearcy): Is the fire department going to be informed? There have been fifteen (15) water supply outages in Leona Valley since 2000. We do not want to lose our fire insurance because our water company dropped the ball. The ball was dropped in the other outages.

Answer: Jose is across from Fire Station 84. He will inform them.

Question: Shouldn’t you get the high nitrate well working?

Answer: Well is function and Department of Health Services won’t let us put that water into the system. We plan on blending the water in the fluoride contaminated well.

Question (Bill Elliott): Are there contingency plans? Can we meet the demands? What is the utilization rate for the Valley? How many gallons per minute is available? Has the public notification phone system been installed?

Answer: We are using the fluoride contaminated well. The well with the high nitrates is shut down. We will be sending out conservation notices.  There was a 200-gallon per minute demand in October 2006. We plan on firing up the existing wells; wheeling; our goal is to provide a normal water supply so you won’t notice the AVEK shut down.

Question: If the new well does not work, will wheeling fill the gap?

Answer: Yes. We plan on drilling to a depth of 350 feet; as of today, we are 160 feet deep.

Question: Will there be notices in our next water bill?

Answer: I don’t know.

Question: Is a reclaimed water system in the future for Leona Valley.

Answer: You have no sewer system. Can’t address it.

Question: By September 24th, will your plans be finalized?

Answer: I hope so.

Question: So there will be no notices if there is a normal water supply?

Answer: No, that is not it. We are dry in the Antelope Valley.

Question:  On August 31st there will be a meeting for a rate increase with the California Public Utilities Commission. We did not receive a notice.

Answer: The notice went out.

Question: If the new well has high nitrates, what will you do?

Answer: An emergency treatment plan will be implemented. 

Question: When will you tell the Developer you have no water?

Answer: We issued a “conditional” will service letter. There is no guarantee of water.

Question: If 100 houses pump out of new wells, how will this impact existing water users? The developer says we have water.

Answer:  It can’t be surface water. 

Question: The October 28 to November 2, 2007 shut-down, is this a total shut-down?

Answer: AVEK will be completely shut down. This does not mean you will be out of water.

Comment, Bill Elliott: The Leona Valley Town Council wants your contingency plan in writing. We are requesting a complete analysis. We want a copy of the report on the new well before it was dug. We want to know how much water is coming from Lancaster. We want it all in writing. 

Comment from AVEK: The County of Los Angeles is working hard behind the scenes to get Leona Valley temporary water during this crisis. 

Community Standards, Bill Elliott: We need to finish updating our Community Standards. The County of Los Angeles is updating the Antelope Valley Area Wide Plan. We want our Standards updated prior to the update of the plan. Therefore, we need to finish right way. 

Bylaws, Bill Elliott: The draft is now done. There is a new lobbying rule. A new residency requirement is included. 

Motion is made to accept this draft for an official reading and vote. Motion is carried.  

The draft will be read publicly at the next two general meetings.

Election, Robert Wood: Election day is November 6, 2007. We need at least four candidates. Forms are in the Cherry Chapters, the Yodeler and the Town Council website. Meet the candidates night is October 8, 2007.

OLD BUSINESS:

Power Lines: The new route has been approved. There is a fundraiser to appeal the decision.

NEW BUSINESS:

New Water Rate Increase, Mary Ann Floyd: The comments for the new rate increase are due today. We need to notify the CPUC that the Town Council did not receive proper notification.  

Alice Benoit will write a letter to the CPUC requesting a delay of the hearing. There is due date for comments or a hearing date on the actual notification supplied by California Water Service.  The letter will be copied to Norman Hickling. 

Post Office, Alice Benoit: We will be losing our post office at the end of this month. George invites George Maida, owner of Rancher’s Market to discuss the situation.

George Maida: I have been applying for to get an increase from the postal service for the last four years and never got one. I have never made money on the post office; in fact, it costs me money.  I will try to keep the post office boxes, if possible.

Norman Hickling: Did you discuss this with Buck McKeon’s office?

George Maida: No.

Terry Zinger:  There was a mild loss over the years. It has always been a loss. He has never got financial relief. 

George Maida agrees to extent the closing time by 30 days while the situation is investigated.

Agenda Items for Next Regular Meeting: Bylaws; Election; Post Office;

Adjournment Time: 9:30
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