PENDING COUNCIL APPROVAL

Leona Valley Town Council

General Meeting Minutes

September 10, 2007

Call to Order:
Bill Elliott, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Bill Elliott

Council Roll Call: Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Bill Elliott; Alice Benoit were all present; Richard Thomas is absent;

Review of Minutes: Larry Tyler makes a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Robert Wood seconds; The minutes are approved.

Treasurer’s Report, Bill Elliott: Alice Benoit makes a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as submitted. Robert Wood seconds the motion. The Treasurer’s report is approved as submitted.

Bill: We received a $25 donation from the Binders for the power line fund.

We are not making money on our Franklin Fund. We need to discuss re-allocation.

Suggestion: ING-Orange Savings has a high earning checking, CD and Savings account. Group will make further investigation of alternative investments. Will discuss potential change at next general meeting.

Public Comment: 

Doris of the Lakes Council: Emergency Preparedness Packs are available for purchase; $15.00 bag is enough to supply one person for three days; there is also a fanny pack version for $20.00, which is good for five days.

Bill Elliott:  I would like to thank the Chuck and Beverly Crandall for their contribution to the community. We really appreciated them and they will be missed.

Ron Howell, Acton Fire: The Super Scooper used the Bouquet Canyon Reservoir for the Acton Fire. Their flight path was once again over the proposed Edison power lines. This has been recorded by video, which gives evidence that our original assertion was accurate on the location of the flight path.  Would like to share the video at the next meeting. There is an upcoming meeting at the Big Oaks. We will be going to court. A law firm will be engaged by the end of this week. We have a better than 50% chance of winning. Donations can be made through www.StopThem.org. 

PROGRESS REPORTS

Leona Valley Post Office, Larry Tyler: The Leona Valley Post Office was saved.  The rate increase was approved for Ranchers Market through the Colorado office of the postal service.  We now have a contact in Denver for a zip code fight. We could join our zip code with Ritter Ranch, Lake Hughes or merge with Green Valley.  Leona Valley has an insufficient population to support its own zip code.

Comment from Alice Benoit: The community will not want to have a joint zip code with Ritter Ranch. They do not want to be associated with Palmdale.

Election Committee, Robert Wood: There is an article in Cherry Chapters. The election is November 6, 2007. There are no candidates as of today. Will put signs up around town. Applications are due by the 14th to get a bio in the paper.  October 8, 2007 is Meet the Candidates night.

Water, Robert Wood: 

CPUC Water Rate Hearing: We sent out a letter to the CPUC and followed up with phone calls and received no response. Norman Hickling also states he received no response from the CPUC.

October AVEK Water Shut-Down: Preparations are being made so that we don’t feel the water cut-off.  Tying into County of Los Angeles Water Works. Per Norman Hickling, Los Angeles County Fire Department has not been notified, however, the Fire Department will be prepared on time.

Cal Water is still drilling the well. They had planned a 350 ft well; right now they are at 500 feet and are now planning on going to a depth of 700 feet; the water quality has not been tested;

Chris Whitley will be at our meeting on September 24, 2007. He will detail the new contingency plan during the AVEK shut-down. Jose of Cal Water says that he did contact the Los Angeles County Fire Department.

Comment from Juanita Kirkpatrick: Vance spoke with Russ Fuller. Judge stopping the use of water Because of the Delta Smelt. We will be cut down to a level of 30% (70% cut in supply) from AVEK. 

Because of the situation of the protected fish in the Delta and a ruling by a judge, there will be further cuts to our water supply.  It is equal to putting two million people off of the grid. It is time to conserve water.

Community Standards, Bill Elliott: Alice to read into records the new members of the CSD Committee. The next meeting will be on Thursday, 7:PM at Jackie’s in the back room. This is a closed meeting as it is a committee. Our goal is to complete the Community Standards by November so that it can be included in the new Antelope Valley Area Wide Plan (AV Plan is being updated). 

Alice Benoit: The new members of the CSD Committee are as follows:

Bill Elliott, Chair

Alice Benoit

Jan Powell

Guyla Clayton

Mary Ann Floyd

Karl Pearcy

David Gantenbein

Janice Gantenbein

Power Lines, Larry Tyler: Larry Tyler and Karen Bryan attended the September 10, 2007 meeting. We are impacted by Segment 5, which will replace lines in the existing right of way near the buffalo ranch and the Lazy T. We need to make sure that we are on Edison’s mailing list. Edison said that they would inform citizens if there are Alternate Plans. They admitted that the notification process was inadequate last time. We cannot assume that they will properly inform the public. Larry Tyler will send a letter. The deadline is October 8, 2007. 

Bylaws, All: According to the existing Bylaws, the proposed updated Bylaws were read aloud.  As the Bylaws were read, they were also corrected as needed by inputs from the public and the Council.  After the Reading, Bill Elliott stated that the require vote for the updated Bylaws required 2/3 of 2/3 of the Council to pass a vote. A monition was made by Alice Benoit to accept the Updated Bylaws as modified and Seconded by Larry Tyler.  The first Vote of the required two votes to accept the new Bylaws was conducted; the vote was four for approval, zero against and no abstentions.  The Chair ruled the motion is passed.
NEW BUSINESS:

Robert Wood: Casa Gutierrez installed a new no-flush urinal, which will save 100,000 gallons a year. We will have a plaque of appreciation made for Casa Gutierrez. The Supervisor’s office will also prepare a scroll. Alice Benoit to email Norman Hickling to remind him about the scroll.

Bill Elliott: If anyone has a local business or organization, give me your information and I will put it up on the website.

Karl Pearcy thanks Bill Elliott/Council for putting the liquefaction map on the Council website. Karl loves the Town Council website.

Agenda Items for Meeting: Water;

Adjournment Time: 9:05
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