PENDING COUNCIL APPROVAL

Leona Valley Town Council

Working Meeting Minutes

February 26, 2007

Call to Order:
Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call: Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Bill Elliott; Richard Thomas were all present; Alexis Upton Knittle, absent;

Review of Minutes: January 22, 2007 minutes will be carried over to the regular meeting for review and approval.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Utilities, Robert Wood: 

Water issue: It is a complex issue; two weeks there will be a comprehensive overview meeting; filing by August; 

The water project known as the Antelope Valley Integrated Water Management Plan has a meeting tomorrow morning. The project is 2 areas:  First project is precision irrigation control via probes at root level which control irrigation valves to save water; this project will be open to all citizens of Leona Valley. Will utilize off the shelf technology. Second: Storm Water Harvesting: tap into storm water run-off and rain water which will be filtered and stored for later use; 17,000 to 20,000 gallon water tanks and cisterns under ground, which provide a secondary use for fire suppression and emergency use;

Director, Lauren Everett indicated that our projects have a good chance of likely being accepted. We are in the project integration process with grant applications being submitted sometime in the Fall of 2007.   Our projects are seeking approximately $2,200,000 (grants) out of a total 340 million that is available. Richard Thomas requests a detailed report on this project.

Robert will present at the next regular meeting regarding Intervener status for the water rate hikes. 

Larry Tyler, Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning Meeting: 

Focus of the planning department is not a particular landfill; they are determining how the entire area intermingles with each other; ⅔ of current volume at Lancaster landfill is from outside of the area. Increase volume of trash accepted per day is proposed from 1,700 tons per day to a new limit of 3,000 tons per day accepted; the County does not anticipate the construction of any new landfills; conditional use permit expires 2012; According to Larry, it does appear to be a “done deal”. 90 round trip additional truckloads per day are indicated. Bradley landfill in Sunland is closing in April. The County of Los Angeles is currently spending millions on testing new technologies to reclaim or recycle trash; 

Richard Thomas, Trash-Haulers: 

Franchise trash-hauler is not a done deal; plan will not be completed until 2009.

Chuck Crandall, Association of Rural Town Councils: 

Went to ARTC meeting. They have completed first round of surveys for trash survey. Community results were 32% were for exclusive service; 32% non-exclusive and 37% non-exclusive hybrid for Leona Valley & Quartz Hill. Leona Valley was lumped in with Quartz Hill, which has different needs. Recommendation by all Town Councils is that another survey must be completed and delineated by specific communities. It is suggested that each town council do a survey and then write a letter on what the community wants. FYI: Benz recycles on site and there is a 50% recycle rate with that service.

Hauled Water Issue: Health Department is re-wording their decision and a draft will be out at the end of the next month. 

Bill Elliott requests hauled water and trash franchise issue should be on the next agenda. Chuck will make an additional presentation.

Community Standards, Bill Elliott:

Emailed some people regarding the CSDs. We will be using the back room at Jackie’s. Seymour’s, Juanita Kirkpatrick, Mary Ann Floyd, Karen, Richard Thomas are all interested in being on the committee. Wednesday, March 7, 2007 first meeting at 6:30 PM. There are rules at the State level on exterior lighting for rural areas. Want to have a CSD revision proposed and prepared for election this year;

Larry Tyler, Additional Duties: 

Volunteered to take-over zip code committee; will also to be a liaison with SunCal while Terry Kenney continues to interface with SunCal. Bill Elliott indicates that there was not enough notice for the community for the equestrian presentation last meeting by SunCal. 

Comprehensive Emergency Plan, Robert Wood: 

Chuck Crandall, John Seymour and Dominic Napolitano on committee. Will be working with Fire Safe Counsel; trying to get CERT retraining here. March 5th 2007 is first meeting;  

Revising Bylaws, Richard Thomas: 

Received a personal letter from Antonovich. Appointed Raymond Fortner of County Council to review concerns; 
General Items:

Power Issue: March 1 meeting, segment 1 not to be discussed; segment 2 and 3 is on March 18th;  Alexis, Alice and Karen to attend hearing.

Energy Corridor: being set up by Federal Government and committee is aware of long-range plan. Will add to the agenda for next meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Bill Elliott: thinks we need to discuss agenda for next meeting; we have generic topics already listed on agendas; if we are going to vote on something, there should be a detailed description on the agenda. As part of the agenda, we should discuss the agenda for the next meeting. 

Next meeting: election committee; election of a vice president (confirm procedure); Terry Kenney will need to write a formal resignation letter; hauled water; trash service; and energy corridor.

Karl Pearcy: Makes a formal request for the town council to examine the lighting at Rancher’s Market. He believes it is in violation of the community standards district. Larry Tyler asked if the Town council could write a letter to Ranchers Market in support of Pearcy’s request. Bill Elliott stated that “yes” since Pearcy has brought it to the Council’s attention.

Adjournment Time: 9:00
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