PENDING COUNCIL APPROVAL

Leona Valley Town Council

General Meeting Minutes

April 9, 2007

Call to Order:
Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call, Conducted by Alexis Upton Knittle: Alexis Upton Knittle; Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Bill Elliott; Richard Thomas were all present;

Review of Minutes: March 12, 2007 minutes were approved as submitted.

Bill Elliott, Treasurer’s Report: Accounts decreased by $1,390.49 due primarily to San Francisco trip (CPUC); Franklin Account made $400. $119,365.33 total of all accounts;  $6,506.57 for power line fund;

PROGRESS REPORTS

Richard Thomas, Franchise Trash Collection There is a draft of a new survey for all of the Town Council’s in the Antelope Valley area. Will be out in the next couple of months.

Utilities, Robert Wood: In the month of May we will set up our Environmental Pride Month with Waste Management. 

Drug Rehab, Bill Elliott: Article in the Santa Clarita Valley Signal; there are some problems with Bouquet Canyon Road (not an all weather road); problems with drainage; minutes to April 4, 2007 have not been posted with the Department of Regional Planning website yet; May 2, 2007 hearing has not yet been cancelled; still working on conditions document.

Bill Elliott, Community Standards District: We don’t represent Bouquet Canyon residents but would like to expand our boundaries to include Bouquet Canyon; will consider a survey of the homeowner’s of Bouquet Canyon to see if they are interested. 

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKERS

Bob Barjam, Ritter Ranch (Sun Cal): Update of Elizabeth Lake Road and Equestrian facilities.

Grading Operation has had progress; at 35th West to the connection of ELR that was previously graded; about ½ mile east of Godde is where the new improvements ended; they have now connected to that grading shoulder; still have grading to do in front of the Donato (buffalo) portion and Joshua Ranch. In the months to come they will be placing fill in the area; will be using some of the fill materials from the Joshua Ranch tract; installing water lines on Elizabeth Lake Road; when this is done, they will connect to the County water line. Elizabeth Lake Road project will be on going for months to come. Traffic will flip another time at the west end; 

Equestrian: some of the residents mentioned concern that there is not a staging area; it is not in the Specific Plan. Would like to know how many spaces will be needed; has no idea what it would look like or what will be needed; is anxious to hear the input from the community as the residents are the ones with the horses.

Sherry: How much area for a staging area? 

Marcy Watton: No loops; connections; only one way in and out; 

Answer: don’t have a particular size—so that is why he is here; needs to now how much to accommodate; 20 or 25 spaces; looking for help from community. Project is starting on the east end of the development. They are miles away from making a connection to this end of the project. Will have to do phases 2 and 3 to make the connection. There is going to be a trail along Elizabeth Lake Road.

Thought the trails were going to the Ana Verde Tract; city of Palmdale says this is not the case; there is a connection to the trails at Bouquet Canyon and at Lazy T Ranch. 

Bill Elliot suggests forming a citizens group to work with Bob Barjam and Suncal. Larry Tyler will set up a group; 

Bob Barjam will give a CD to Bill Elliott; the CD will provide an illustration or mapping of the trails; Bill Elliott will put on the Leona Valley Town Council website; 

Bob from Lazy T: there is a potential 2-3 acre staging area near Lazy T that could fit 60 horse trailers; it is wasted area between the road and the creek; 

Mary Ann Floyd: What is happening to the museum project? We need to get this back up and going; 

Bob Barjam: John Valenzuela, San Fernando Valley Band of Indians has been working with the developer for the location of the artifacts. 

Mary Ann Floyd suggests: would like it at the old winery site; 

Bob Barjam: Sun Cal has tried four different areas without success; has not given up;

Alis Claussen, Southern California Edison

On first 3 segments, 

March 1 voted for Segment 1, which is the existing right of way; forest service has yet to approve; the area is through private property; there are problems with the reservoir; 

Regarding Segments 2 and 3; Segment 2 materially impacted Leona Valley; decision March 15, 2007; decided on Option A, which means the lines will come towards west Lancaster to Acton and then will cross over and avoiding the big properties on that existing route; crosses Elizabeth Lake Road and uses the route through the Sun Cal project; stays completely on their property; the Pink Route was not chosen; 

For the next couple of months, they are still completing surveys for endangered species/environmental; June will be the final engineering certification; end of this year, they will break down; property owners who have additional easement requirements on their property, real estate persons will begin making offers. Edison is not offering money for easements at this time (will be later); construction activities will start the last quarter of this year; deciding access roads; they will remove old equipment and will be putting in new foundations; mitigation measures will be taken; 

 “The Tehachapi Renewable Energy Project”: they are now planning the next segments for this project. This will include sub-stations; taking out old lines; installing new lines; there are eight kinds of zones; Zone A is Kern County including a new sub station; new lines in an existing right of way to Lancaster; another could connect to segment 3; segments 4, 9 and 10 are in Kern County; 

Segment 5, will interest local residents; the interior lines in the right of way in between Vincent and Antelope Station; they will take the existing line and install a 500 tower line in the right of way; does not require a new right of way; Segments 6 and 11 head south and into the forest in an existing right of way;  

Brought some of the fact sheets for review by the community; Zone B inserts in the fact sheets; downloadable at SCE.com. Have been providing updates to Alexis Upton Knittle of the Leona Valley Town Council;

Segment 7 is in San Gabriel Valley; Segment 8 in Montebello; Segment 9 is substation upgrades;

Open house Wednesday night at the Rosamond library; 30th Street West and Rosamond Boulevard;

Open House on Thursday night in Lancaster at SCE facility: 42060 10th Street West 4:30 to 7:30 PM; handouts will be available.

If you would like to be on the Edison mailing list, give your name to Alexis Upton Knittle, who is in charge of the Power Line committee.

Terry Kenney: On behalf of many property owners, we recognize that there are easements; please have the surveyors use the easements and not cross onto private property. Are you using Aspen for EIR’s?

Claussen: We do not use Aspen; that is the CPUC.

Alexis Upton Knittle: indicates the decision by the forestry service will be in May 2007; 

Jennie: Cabin owner below Bouquet Reservoir; stake right near her cabin; why are you surveying when a decision has not been made? No cabin owners were informed;

Claussen: We were ordered to complete the surveys; forest service is pending on the decision; 

Cabin Owner: no fire suppression for the cabin and property owners as per EIR; Leona Valley and Green Valley will suffer; (addressing residents of Leona Valley) Please write a letter for the cabin owners;

Bernard: Are the scoping meetings to explore alternatives;

Alis Claussen: that is part of the Public Utilities Commission process; not SCE. 

Alexis Upton Knittle When we went to San Francisco, the CPUC did not know how to find rural people or find property owners impacted by the project. Talked with Alene Tabor: sent out letters requesting intervener status;

Alexis Upton Knittle, continued:  A re-route was requested of Alternate 2, route 4; they were entertaining a re-route if there is a fire suppression issue; has been working with Supervisor Antonovich’s office; San Francisco CPUC contact person received a letter addressed to Mr. Troy Whitman who is the fire control officer for SCE. They don’t think there is a issue with fire suppression on the proposed route; Linda Love the secretary of the Cabin Owners Association in Bouquet Canyon just got notified two weeks ago; there is an issue the way the route is going through the canyon; it will put the cabin owners at risk of loss due to fire. Not one person in the canyon was notified of the project; they (fire department) do not intend to fight the fire if it starts in the canyon and goes toward the road; we should support the Bouquet Canyon cabin owners; go to www.SaveLeonaValley.com for more information; also, there is some information on the Leona Valley Town Council website; write to Buck McKeon; Supervisor Antonovich’s Office; Jody Noiron in charge of Angeles National Forest should be contacted with letters from community; 

Ron Howell: CPUC window ends on Friday; contact directly to the California Public Utilities Commission; suggested to write to the attorney for CPUC; 

John Allday, Valley Vineyards:
Lauren Development owns the Valley Vineyard site; 1 mile south of Elizabeth Lake Road to the curve in the road on Bouquet Canyon Road, then to the 86th Street West; 300 acres; does not include the 20 acre piece owned by Copeland; started this project 1 year ago;

Pre-Planning Review includes:

· Plant and Animal Inventories

· Wetland Analysis

· Archeo/Paleo/Hist Studies

· Geotechnical Studies

· Topography Studies

· Government Regulation Review

· Attendance at Leona Valley Town Council meetings

Above action items were done prior to Planning Reviews;

Site is comprised of flat and rugged topography; reviewed all of the government regulations; has been coming to the Leona Valley Town Council meetings for last ten months; trying to figure out the community wants;

Planning Considerations:

· Traffic (87th West) to design a plan that did not force traffic through this community; currently no easement access for some existing properties; will maintain the access to existing property owners who have no easement; thinks 95% of people will use the Bouquet Canyon access (except when going to Jackie’s); (did not address school);
· Access to Lost Valley:
· Grading Ridgeline Preservation
· Riparian Area: wetlands preservation;
· Equestrian: now and in the future; there is a trail for the project; 
Compliance and Regulations:
· General Plan—Non Urban 1 (1 unit per 2 acres)
· Primary Zoning: A-2-2 (1 unit per 2 acres)
· Secondary Zoning: LV CSD (thinks he can cluster to an acre and a half because of hillside clustering; actual minimum lot size is 2.5 acres)
· Hillside Management Ordinance: encourages and requires that one try to plan around the natural contours of the land; cluster units if that will help; contour grading; it also says when you total the number of units allowed in the categories; should allow for 139 units; this is more than the Leona Valley CSD; He believes the Leona Valley CSD allows for 117 units; staff told him that the lot size in the secondary zoning is dictated by that-the 1.5 acre minimum; the number of lots is dictated by Hillside Management Ordinance. 
If the site was perfectly flat, here is a display of what the project could be; but this is not real because there is topography on our site (shows potential plot plan);

If hillside management on the site did not exist, this is another example (shown)of what the project could be (shows a plan with 2.5 lots); differences of 500 feet in elevation; ridge would not be preserved; 

Because the ordinance exists (shows actual plan) and because the Leona Valley CSD exists (Allday says you can cluster to 1.5 acres) then you can have smaller lots while preserving the ridgeline; 49.5% of the site is not graded; main entry is off of Bouquet access; pave Lost Valley Ranch Road; all other streets will be private; 

Smallest graded pad is 10,000 square feet, but the lot is about 8 acres; 

Showing 5,500 square foot house including garage (footprint) sticks to the plot plan to show perspective; 

Not touching major riparian area; they will cross over one riparian area; County Environmental Impact Analysis said that this would actually improve the environmental impact because of sedimentation issues;

Proposed a equestrian trail at the area of the existing trail; 

Per Allday: Project is 121 lots; Leona Valley CSD= 117 

Considering growing grape vines on property; some of the graded slopes will be grape vines; some of the natural areas will have grapes too; if that is done—they are reviewing the soil content and climate; the homeowners association will maintain the vines; 

Questions to John Allday:

Q. Septic Tanks?: 

A: Have had soils engineers there; did some borings; site does percolate;

Q. Would the HOA be outside the Community Standards? 

A. Will still be part of Leona Valley CSD. Will have controls on lighting; preserve dark skies; will not change the standards; clustering is permitted to 1.5 acres if in a hillside; 

Q. What about our small elementary school? What benefits are there to the community?

A. The zoning and general plan standards applies to all of the hills in Leona Valley; this is the first large scale project; we are not going to come in here and not be heard; we are creating a plan which we think will easily be a precedent for other developments for other hillsides in Leona Valley (future projects); this will set the stage for future projects; School district will give a will-serve letter; will enhance the school district;

Grape vines is an offer-not a “carrot”.

Marcy Watton: Increase population of Leona Valley by 17.3%; will not match Leona Valley; will change the character of Leona Valley; we will look like Quartz Hill; Leona Valley is against gated developments; does not match area; will disrupt fire access; you will change the entire nature of the community; will have a major impact on natural resources; there are ground water issues; strong septic issues; we don’t have much water in Leona Valley to cover the increase; should have your own waste treatment plant; the trails are already county designated; I have a map to prove that; gated community will be dangerous as this is a fire-storm area; HOA does not have to follow developer’s original regulations; we will lose agricultural zoning with that many homes; will erode the community standards district; we will have a 15-17% increase in population in our schools; (audience clapping);

Juanita Kirkpatrick: Water? Is that area in boundaries of California Water Service? Not enough water for area already. 

A: Yes, water to be supplied by California Water Service; Anticipates 3,000 to 5,000-square foot homes; California Water Service does not know the size or type of water connections to property; 

Q. Will rates be increased to upgrade water system?

A: Builder will upgrade water service;

Q: No curbs, no gutters; no sidewalks?

A: Yes, they will meet the rural standards; 24 foot wide streets per Leona Valley standards; County requires wider than 24 feet; must be safety and access requirements; 

Q: Will there be horses on the properties with access to the trail system?

A: The trail will be dedicated to the County; will not be given to the association; some lots will be dedicated as equestrian; will possibly dedicate a portion of the properties along the trail to be equestrian lots; too early in the stage for that; will be in writing;

Q: John Grimm, Leona Valley Fire Department: will there by an upgrade of our fire department?

A: The plan was submitted to the County on February 5th; The County could require contributing $1,000 or $10,000 towards a new fire station; tentative approval will take a year; this is a concept, but it is going to change; it is involving;

Q: Street lights?

A. No street lights. 

Q. How does routing a horse trail through a gated development work?

A: The trail does not go through any gates;

Q: Water? From where?

A: Builder may have to dig on-site wells to supplement water; 

Q: During dry years—there is a problem; wells have gone dry in that area of Leona Valley, particularly on Lost Valley Ranch Road;

A: I can only tell you what the water purveyor tells us;

Q: No block walls; how will it be gated;

A: No block walls; none are proposed; strongly considering a gate wrought iron type gate or an open wood gate; controlled vehicular access;

Q: Houses are also planned on Godde Hill; have the plans been submitted?

A: No; they are behind this project; we own 300 acres behind big orange house on the hill at Godde;

Q:  Wetlands protection?

A: Yes;

Comment: Copeland property already has a map on it;

Q: Fires 2002/2003; we could not get in from Godde to Leona Valley; with the lack of access that is demonstrated in this project there is a concern for ingress/egress during the fire storms—which are often and regular; we are right on the San Andreas fault; those two roads will not be helpful in the event of an emergency; will there be a street light on Bouquet? Will there be a stop sign exiting Bouquet?

A: I do not know; the County will tell me; the fire department has regulations for access points for a certain number of units; the County requires 2 access points; 

Q: Traffic? Is this part of Ritter Ranch? Bouquet has 3,000 commuters per day; there will be a great increase of commuter traffic on this two lane rural canyon road; it is a disaster; if there is a fire on Bouquet/mudslides (2005 rains); the roads were displaced in the area of your development; What are you planning on doing?

A: No, this is not Ritter Ranch;

Bill Elliott, LVTC: County will address the traffic on Bouquet Canyon.

Q: We put 2 – 3 homes a year in Leona Valley, that is the mode of our growth; 2 gas pumps; 2 restaurants; what is the timeline?

A: A year for map approved; another year for engineering; first permit probably in 2 years; open for sale; sell 1 per week; sold in additional 2 years (depending on economy); we are a semi-custom home builder; 

Q: how many phases;

A: have not got there yet;

Q: If you are going to preserve A-2 zoning, you can’t have equestrian access without dirt access for horses; if you don’t do this—it won’t be rural properties; if all roads are paved, horses cannot access the area; 

A: No comment; 

Q: If you put wells, this will  harm the water access to Lost Valley Ranch Road (goes dry during draught/residents now trucking in water adjacent to site);

A: If there is no water, we will have to look for more resources. 

Q: Lost Valley Ranch Road: currently no lush landscaping because we don’t want to impact neighbors water; can the project can there be no lush landscaping and more native landscaping?

A: We could control landscaping in CC & R’s.

Comment, President Richard Thomas: Next Meeting on Project: April 23rd: Either downtown or Alhambra; Town Council cannot speak at the meeting; we will present questions to the County; Town Council feels this is extremely important; this is the first subdivision in Leona Valley; 15 years ago, this property was scheduled for development; it will set the standard for other big acreage in Leona Valley; this is why the Leona Valley long range plan is so important;

 Adjournment Time: 9:40;
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