PENDING COUNCIL APPROVAL

Leona Valley Town Council

Working Meeting Minutes

April 23, 2007

Call to Order:
Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call, Conducted by Alexis Upton Knittle: Alexis Upton Knittle; Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Bill Elliott; Richard Thomas were all present;

Review of Minutes: March 26, 2007 minutes were approved as submitted.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Utilities, Robert Wood: Has obtained the water rate intervener document for the CPUC; Robert has the instructions, which are straightforward. Has a box of related materials from Terry Kenney; Terry Kenney suggested contacting Terry Zinger to assist in the preparation of the petition. Intervener status allows us to testify, obtain compensation for expenses if we impact all rate-payers; gives us legal rights if a court case occurs or if we want to take legal action. We need to apply for the Intervener status for each case, every three years. Next proposed increase is 33%. California Water Service will apply for this increase in early summer; 

Alice Benoit: Indicates that when she was on the Town Council that the issues pertaining to water rate issues were beyond the expertise of the Council.

Karl Pearcy: The first time Paul Sloane handled about CPUC/Water issue ten years ago; At that time, the Cherry Growers handled the Intervener status; Intervener status puts you on the distribution list with CPUC. Our rate area covers Fremont, part of Lancaster and Lake Hughes.

Alexis Upton Knittle: questions if we should obtain legal council for next rate case. Alexis will research and assist on this issue.

Juanita Kirkpatrick: Suggests we find out what California Water Service is paying per acre-foot from AVEK as California Water Service as California Water Service obtains 70% of our water from AVEK. 

Larry Tyler, Ritter Ranch: Equestrian/Trails Committee meeting on May 1 2007; committee consists of seven people; will review specific plan; will review Sun Cal’s plan; Larry Tyler has yet to receive a map of the trails from Sun Cal (from Barjam’s secretary); Parks and Recreation is scheduled to have a meeting with Sun Cal regarding the trails too; 

Rich Thomas, Valley Vineyard: Suggests that this is a separate regular agenda topic. A committee was formed two weeks ago.   

Larry Tyler, Valley Vineyard Meeting: Went to a meeting today with the County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning; this is the “subdivision committee”; fire, public health, water, etc get together; public works had very little requests; need soils report; drain line analysis; they asked for an increased right away to 60 feet on Bouquet Canyon; Fire Department had no comments; 1250 gallon per minute fire hydrants requirement for two hours; parks department liked the trails; public health: has a concern with the septic system because of 122 leach fields; there can not be a septic system with ten feet of a water table; Water: they may not supplement with wells; public health wants California Water Service to supply water lines to the meters; No one understood the clustering rule; there are issues pertaining to grading; It appears there is nothing indicated by any department that was horrendous except for the water; they did discuss the community standards and the hillside standards and did not note a problem; Rich Thomas will follow up with Jody;

Alexis Upton Knittle: Community Outreach: a lot of discussion with the cabin owners;

Power Lines, Alexis Upton Knittle: 

Our Intervener compensation document is due tomorrow; anticipates that we should obtain compensation; all signers are reviewing the document; there was a problem with the original document; initially Alexis Upton Knittle signed as the representative; some signers were uncomfortable with this format; the attorney changed it so that all of the participants will sign the document (the original signers to the retainer agreement and the Leona Valley Town Council). Does not know how the compensation will be made or how it will be divided. 

We received billing from the attorney; there is outstanding balances from December; there is a balance of $6,500 in the power account; a portion of the work was done pro-bono; Alexis Upton Knittle added $1,000; there was a credit of $588; we still owe some money; community needs to donate; Alexis will obtain all of the billing documentation to determine the actual balance; original signers paid half; community has paid half; we will add this topic to the agenda; 

Alexis Upton Knittle states: the cabin owners are making headway. They are meeting with Jody Noiren; Alis Claussen asked to put together a more global group; Alexis Upton Knittle told Alis Claussen to work directly with the cabin owners; Alexis would like to attend the larger global meeting; could be scheduled May 7 or May 8, 2007; asked to have it at the Leona Valley Community Center. Richard Thomas states, we need to be involved (because of fire issue), but not the leadership of this process. Antonovich’s office has not returned our calls; we are supposed to have a conference call with the fire chief and Antonovich’s office; the fire chief may have been looking at the old map and not the new approved route. The approved route is based on 15-year-old maps that missed three new subdivisions in the city of Santa Clarita. 

Ron Howell: Went to meeting at Congressman Buck McKeon’s office last week with cabin owners; The congressman’s office felt the information was significant enough to set up a meeting with Jody Noirens of US Forest Service this Thursday. Norman Hickling has confirmed that he is attending.  The reservoir will have difficult fixed wing aircraft access, which will impact Aqua Dulce, Lake Hughes, Acton, Leona Valley, Green Valley and Elizabeth Lake; they are now asking for marker spheres for the lines around the reservoir; there is now an admission there is a hazard based on the addition of the spheres; EIR report clearly states they will not send in ground crews to fight the fire for the cabin properties; they must not do air drops if there is no ground support for fire suppression. They will allow it to burn and spread, which will impact Leona Valley; it is an electrocution risk for the ground crews; lives and property will not be at stake; fire will rim the reservoir; EIR report states there will not be time to shut down the power lines in the event of the fire; Ron Howell requests that the Leona Valley Town Council consider writing a letter voicing concern about the reservoir, directed to Jody Noiren; decision is anticipated at the end of May 2007; 

Jody Noiren was responsible for allowing a burn in Angeles Forest and gave the orders to let the cabins burn in 2003; 

Alexis Upton Knittle already sent a letter as a member of the Save Leona Valley committee; 

Richard Thomas will call Norman Hickling regarding this issue; the Town Council will issue a letter regarding the fire concerns.

Zip Code, Larry Tyler: March 13, 2000 the Town Council did an analysis of this issue; same problems as back in 2000; it was submitted to the post office in 2000; Ms. Crane indicates she wants evidence of the problems; bring the envelopes as evidence; We need to put pressure on our congressman; it will not do any good to fight the post office; we must go to government officials; will put a small article in Cherry Chapters asking residents to provide evidence of problems with the post office; 

Environmental, Bill Elliott: Community member wrote about trash from a nearby construction site; letter from Jeffrey Hudstaff; According to Juanita Kirkpatrick, the property owner for the construction site is “Love”. Alexis Upton Knittle has volunteered to call the Love’s on Vientos. 

A trailer was dumped on Godde Hill Road; Larry Tyler will contact Sheriff’s Department for a complaint; 

Community Standards, Bill Elliott: We did not have our last meeting; 

Projects, Robert Wood: created a matrix for all of the projects; there will be a tracking system; 

Emergency Services, Larry Tyler: The Fire Safe Council asked permission of LVIA to put their name on their bin at the property.  Larry Tyler took that question to LVIA, and the answer is that yes, they can.  No more than 3 foot high letters and only on the north and east side of the bin.
Bill Elliott, Drug Rehab: has dropped off calendar; May 2 meeting is cancelled; we don’t know when it is going to turn up again; there are issues with the road and drainage; 

NEW BUSINESS:

Bill Elliott: A reporter called regarding the purchase of 53,000 acres purchased in Albuquerque by Sun Cal; 

Karl Pearcy: Grand Marshall for Cherry Parade is John and Lana Seymour;

Adjournment Time: 9:15
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