PENDING COUNCIL APPROVAL

Leona Valley Town Council

General Meeting Minutes

May 14, 2007

Call to Order:
Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call, Conducted by Alexis Upton Knittle: Alexis Upton Knittle; Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Bill Elliott; Richard Thomas were all present;

Review of Minutes: April 9, 2007 minutes were approved as submitted.

Bill Elliott, Treasurer’s Report: 

We sent a check to the Petersen Automotive Museum as a donation; 

Total Balance in accounts: $119,365.25. We have a new premium for Officers and Directors Insurance; $1,859 disbursement is approved for insurance; 

Treasurer’s Report approved as submitted; 

PROGRESS REPORTS

Drug Rehab, Bill Elliott: No news; 

Bill Elliott, CSD: Meeting was canceled; pending rescheduling;

Larry Tyler, Trail Meeting, Ritter Ranch/Sun Cal: On May 1, 2007 the Trails/Equestrian Center Committee met with bob Barjam of SunCal.  

Members of the committee are as follows: 

· Elaine McDonald, Area Trail Coordinator to the National Equestrian Trails, Inc, Antelope Valley & President to AVTREC.

· Jay Trembley, Lazy T Ranch

· Vance Kirkpatrick, Leona Valley Resident and member of Back Country Horsemen

· Jody Thomas, Mountains & Conservancy District Ranger

· Cindy Pattison, Acton Aqua Dulce Trails Council & Santa Clarita Trails Advisory Committee

· Sherrie Stolarik, Area 11 Director, Equestrian Trails, Inc.

There are six areas that need further exploration:

1. The equestrian trails leading from Ritter Ranch need to tie into the trails proposed by SunCal. Elaine McDonald, representing the City of Palmdale, and Jody Thomas, assured everyone that they will have the trails fully GPS’d by the end of June so that they can turn the information over to SunCal. Bob Barjam will then have the SunCal engineers review the entry locations versus his exit locations to see if they match. There will be another meeting to determine the results and correct any conflicts.

2. Currently, there is no access to the trails from the staging area at the Nature Park, which is located west of the Lazy T, on the north side of Elizabeth Lake Road. Right now there is no interconnection.

3. SunCal’s trails to be multi use as are the Palmdale and County trails. This will include uses to horses, pedestrians and bicyclists (no motor bikes). 

4. Right now, there is no interconnection from the Lazy T. to the proposed trail system.

5. It was agreed that an equestrian center was needed and will be built at the west end of the Ritter Ranch project.

6. There was a concern for the 49-acres that is now set aside for the equestrian center. Bob Barjam stated that an outside vendor would operate the center. Bob Barjam does not know if the vendor will charge for parking trucks, cars and trailers at this staging area, or if the vendor will allow staging free of charge. Since it is a private vendor, SunCal will have no control. This situation must be watched and resolved so that the public will be protected. 

Bill Elliott asks Larry Tyler if he is up to date on the Ritter Ranch settlement agreement. He states he does not have a copy. Juanita Kirkpatrick has volunteered to give him a copy. No new meeting has been set up at this time. Larry Tyler anticipates early July 2007. As soon as the GPS is available, Larry Tyler will contact Bob Barjam to establish a meeting to continue the negotiation on the above six items. Larry reported that Mr. Barjam stated that the designated staging area at the nature park is a non-fee area, as are any other staging areas identified in the city of Palmdale Specific Plan. The City of Palmdale will maintain all of the trails and staging areas. This still leaves the staging area within the Equestrian Center, which has to be resolved. 

Water Rates, Robert Wood & Alexis Upton Knittle:

Robert Wood:

We will be getting legal advice; Is concerned that the rate hearing and work is beyond our expertise; 

Alexis Upton Knittle:

We will be obtaining a pro-bono consultation from law firm that handled the power line project. We need to obtain Intervener Status right away. Alexis Upton Knittle will contact law firm formally. 

Richard Thomas: We need community involvement including contributions if we are going to pursue this seriously. 

Terry Kenney: Obtaining intervener status early allows us to obtain documents early in the process. Then we can participate in the process.

Community Outreach, Alexis Upton Knittle: Dahlia Grossman was in a bad car accident. She will need assistance from the community. Alexis will send her a card. Encourages the community to help Dahlia. 

Power Lines, Alexis Upton Knittle: 

Request for compensation for both lines has been submitted. The attorney handled this so that it will be done properly. Waiting for the approval from the CPUC.

Regarding Bouquet Canyon: Larry from Bouquet; May 7, 2007 meeting with SCE and Bouquet Canyon HOA. Six different experts were here to answer questions; the Signal and Channel 3 were at the meeting; Norm Hickling of Supervisor Antonovich’s office came to the meeting. Most of the canyon residents did not make it to the meeting because of a fire and car accident on Bouquet Canyon. The most constructive thing was that SCE stated that the only line that was fully studied by SCE was the original route. They acknowledged that the proposed route was in fact, the best route. One of the forestry personnel indicated the map did not include the cabins because it would make the map look “messy” therefore the existence of the cabins was not known. Karen Bryan found an article by a reporter in Sacramento. They will be attempting to get the attention of the Governor. Cabin owners now affiliated with the American Cabin Owner’s Association.

Letters are now being sent to the under-secretary for the Department of Agriculture, which oversees the forestry department. 

Larry of Bouquet Canyon (Oaks Restaurant): no one in Bouquet Canyon received notice; biggest problem is fire suppression; lives and property are at risk, including Leona Valley. There will be no ground fire crews operational because of the power lines and risk of electrocution. There will be no aerial drops if there are no crews on the ground. 500 KV line will not shut down the lines in the event of a fire. 

Bill Elliott: We are still incurring costs from the power line fight. 

The original signers paid $20,500.

$51.48 in the March billing; $17 for an unknown billing;

Segment 3: $588.26 balance to be applied to intervener filing.

Balance in power line fund is $6,506.57.

$849.15 not accounted for at this time;

We have to pay for law firm for the request for compensation;

We took in $15,500 for donated funds; plus $20,500 for the original signers; combined is $35,000 in the “pot”.

We owe approximately $8,400. 

Bill Elliott suggests closing out the $6,506.57 fund and sending to law firm. Larry Tyler makes a motion to disperse said $6,506.57 funds to the law firm and request a next balance statement to this date from the law firm. (motion approved).

Zip Code, Larry Tyler: has received no response from the community yet; there is a written process; Larry Tyler contacted a friend in New York who has been in Regulatory Affairs for years. He found and sent data on the postal system workings, deleted zip codes, congressional help and postal procedures. A 614-page manual must be reviewed. Bill Elliott has volunteered to help.

Bylaws, Richard Thomas: Private law firm sent a copy of the Brown Act and told us to follow the Brown Act. Did not review our bylaws. Town Council will review the Bylaws. Bill Elliott will make recommendations with Robert Wood on bylaw changes or enhancements.

Environmental, Bill Elliott: Contacted the Love’s; picked up trash that did not even belong to the Love’s. The Love’s were very responsive; 

John Allday, Valley Vineyards:
Met with the Los Angeles County Subdivision meeting; received a 175 item check list from the County; 

2 things came up they he felt were surprising; 

The planning department recognized 2.5 minimum in the Leona Valley CSD but 1.5 if clustering in Hillside Management. The County of Los Angeles Planning Department would like more information on how this project is “clustering”. They said, “why don’t you show us a map if there was no hillside management ordinance”. He said that was the same exhibit that he showed the Town Council at the prior meeting.  

John Allday then shows the actual plan that exhibits the actual hills and contours. He has commissioned a model. Shows model of the project. This model shows the actual contours of the land. The Planning Department wanted a three dimensional view of the project. Here is the actual plan orientation with a three dimensional view. 

Planning Department was very impressed with the plan orientation. The existing ridgeline of the area is still going to be seen from Leona Valley, down Bouquet Canyon Road and Elizabeth Lake Road. The Planning Department is very happy with this part of the project.

Fire Department is concerned with the length of two of the cul-de-sacs. One is 1,000 feet which is the “max”. Will be creating two shorter cul-de-sacs to satisfy the fire department.

Meeting was “boring” just a bunch of technical issues. It will be six months before this project gets before the planning commission. Those who live within 1,000 feet will obtain a post card advising of the hearing.

One of the major concerns at the last meeting was the possible conflict with 121 leach fields and the ground water basin coupled with needing domestic water to serve the site. We don’t want to pollute your ground water and government entities will no allow this to occur. This will be a regulated process. We (Developer) are doing borings to determine how high the water table is. Looking at a package sewage treatment plant to augment the need for septic tanks. Knows the technology is out there and we are “trail blazers”. The County is totally unfamiliar with the idea of a “treatment plant”. The technology is already there. The treated water could be used for irrigation. This will be something very “green” for the County to tout.

Trails: We have proposed a trail at Lost Valley Ranch Road and 87th Street West. This is essentially where people are trespassing on the property and using as a trail right now. County states the County of Los Angeles will own the trails in fee and the County will maintain the trails. There will be some modification of the trails to accommodate horses properly. (Horses cannot walk at an angle). May connect into Ritter trails. The homeowners will not own the trails. Antelope Valley Area Wide General Plan shows a trail; then there is the Antelope Valley Trail Plan. They are happy the Developer is implemented the plan. HOA will not cut off the horse trails. There are no trail easements currently on the site. Anyone riding on the site right now is trespassing.

Zoning:  requires equestrian lots in A-2 zoning? This is not true as per John Allday. There are over 150 uses allowed in A-2 zoning. Mushroom farms, Hospitals and Nudist camps are allowed in A-2 zoning. Horses are not mandated in A-2 zoning. There will be no conventional curbs in the development. The County will require a rolled curb, which is in violation of the LV CSD.

Water: There is a fire hydrant at the site. California Water Service has sent a will-serve letter, but the Developer must supplement that water with wells from “somewhere”. They are working with Cal Water’s engineering department. Cal Water said there was a site ten miles away, which they will not do. The County wants the Water Company to own the pipes up to the meter to each house. Does not know if there will be a retrofitting of the existing old system. Does not know if everything on 87th will be upgraded.

Would like to know about the Valley Vineyard committee. 

Richard Thomas states that Jodie provided a copy of the letter sent by the Leona Valley Town Council ellaborated on concerns of the community.

Questions

Q: Will the local fire department be enhanced to accommodate 400 extra residents?

A: Fire department has a fee schedule for fire mitigation fees.

Q: Will the roads be made public now?

A: County has no problem with the private roads.  

Q:  County previously recognized that it was too dangerous to develop the south end of the Valley because of fire hazard.  

A: The County has required a traffic report. Jodie Sackett has come out; the traffic report will indicate the traffic flow in the community.

Q.:  Did you buy Copeland’s land?

A: No. He talks to Alan Copeland every couple weeks. He believes Alan has an approved tentative map with 3 lots on 20 acres, which is contiguous to the Valley Vineyard project. 

Q: Has the type of EIR been determined?

A:  No; he has submitted a questionnaire. The County will prepare an initial study.

Q:  We received a copy of the Tentative Tract Map. Town Council would like a complete copy of the document submitted.

A. I will provide a copy.

Q:  Street lights?

A:  No street lights; there may be a traffic light at Godde Hill Road. 

Q:  Where is the exit on 87th?

A: At the Thompson property (answer from audience) vicinity of 40047 87th Street West.

Richard Thomas:  Would like the water company to make a presentation at the next town council meeting;  John Allday will give the phone numbers. Says “Good luck” because  Water Company is not responsive to John Allday. 

Richard Thomas, Development Position?

What is the position of the Town Council on the proposed development? Currently, it is to ensure that any development is compatible with the current character of the community; we are interested in a development that is harmonious with Leona Valley. 

Straw Pole: No hands in favor of developments (Valley Vineyard) in Leona Valley; all members of the community present are against subdivisions in Leona Valley.

Old Business:

Alexis Upton Knittle: Received acknowledgment letter for the donation to Petersen to auto museum.

New Business:

Bill Elliott, Public Comment Period:  Suggests adding a public comment period in accordance with the Brown Act. 

Robert Wood, AV Water Plan: AV Water Plan would like to make a presentation to the town (15 minutes) with slide show during the June meeting.

Bill Elliott, Marcy Watton Email:  Received an email from Marcie Watton wanting to know if the Town Council is receiving money from Lauren Development or from Ritter Ranch/Sun Cal. 

Lauren Development donated to the power line project; and Palmdale Hills (Ritter/Sun Cal) donated with the power line fund.  

No Council member (all responded individually) has ever received any financial benefit from these developers. There is no direct connection with Valley Vineyard or Leona Valley Winery.  

Alexis Upton Knittle: is insulted by email because of the hard volunteer work completed by the Town Council. Felt email from Marcie is divisive. 

Larry Tyler states Marcy was going to be on the trails committee; there were disagreements; she was disruptive at the meeting; Larry Tyler accepted a resignation that had been previously offered. This appears to be a cause of the problem.

Terry Kenney, Insurance: Minutes must include all committees for coverage with the Directors insurance to cover said committee. Leona Valley Town Council is only 1 of 3 in the Association of Rural Town Councils with such coverage.

 Adjournment Time: 9:38;
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