PENDING COUNCIL APPROVAL

Leona Valley Town Council

Working Meeting Minutes

June 25, 2007

Call to Order:
Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call, Conducted by Alexis Upton Knittle: Alexis Upton Knittle; Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Bill Elliott; Richard Thomas were all present;

Review of Minutes: Bill Elliott makes a motion to approve April 23, 2007; Alexis Upton Knittle seconds; Robert Wood and Richard Thomas approve the minutes; Larry Tyler abstains.  

Public Comment: No comment at this time. 

Alexis Upton Knittle advises: the public can email the Town Council 72 hours prior to a meeting if the public wishes to have an item added to the agenda. 

PROGRESS REPORTS

Antelope Valley Integrated Regional Water Management Plan, Robert Wood: The Leona Valley Town Council’s project regarding “Precision Irrigation Controller” has been included in the Master Draft Grant Application as a “High Priority” project. 

This project has been packaged into a water conservation area of the grant proposal that included AVEK, PWD, LACWWD 40, and the AV Water Conservation Association. The grant application is going through the public review process. The application will be turned in by December 2007 with funds expected sometime in April 2008. 

The Stakeholders (AVIRWMP) have agreed on a “Project Manager” entity to receive, manage and implement grant funding. 

We will be getting free devices to conserve water. This is a voluntary program. The California Water Contractors Association is the lead agency. We are considered an “under represented” community which is a disadvantaged status.

Prop 50 Funds for small town water system: we have a contaminated well due to high fluoride levels. This will qualify under this act. We are overpriced and under served by California Water Service.

Under Proposition 50, the California Department of Health Services has been allotted $185 million for specialized projects having to do with disadvantaged and underserved areas of California.

· Grant #CA0618A Small Town Water System

· Must have less than 3,000 people

· Must have a non-compliance issue with Safe Drinking Water

· 100% funding-No matching funds required

· Includes planning & engineering, Environmental Impact Report, etc

· Deadline for “universal pre-application” is July 31, 2007

· Letter from Leona Valley Town Council

· Letter from Supervisor Antonovich’s office

· Letter from George & Sharon Runner’s Office

We could form a community services district like Rosamond. We will sell our own water to our own town. We could become independent in terms of the water situation. Robert would like to draft something and send in by July 31, 2007. We will put in a pre-application by this date for Prop 50 funds. We have a problem with the State drinking water and we have an interruptible water source.  

Goal for our community: 

· Eliminate California Water Service as our purveyor 

· Become our own Community Services District; we will be our own water purveyor;

· Income generation through water sales

· Uninterruptible water supply

Prop 1E is in April of next year. That is a billion dollars of funds available. The focus will be on storm water harvesting; when we have storm water, we can recycle it; we can also implement waste-water recycling; 

California Water Service-Water Rates, Alexis Upton Knittle
CPUC did not know that there was a water rate issue for Leona Valley when in fact there should be a pending case. We are early in the process. We have asked the attorney to do a preliminary review to discuss possible costs associated with the review of this project. We wish to establish water intervener status when it is available. The CPUC indicated that Cal Water is in the pre-application phase.

Richard Thomas tried to get someone from California Water Service to come and speak to the Town Council. He has not received returned calls from anyone at California Water Service. Richard will try again with Jose at the Quartz Hill office of Cal Water.

Guyla Clayton suggests a letter to the editor.

Robert Wood: Cal Water is buying AVEK water, increasing the rate and selling the same water back to Leona Valley. AVEK is an interruptible water source.

Power Lines, Alexis Upton Knittle: There is a new flyer put together by Ron Howell soliciting community letters to assist in the fight against the existing power line route. The Town Council has already written a letter regarding this issue. The concern of Larry Tyler is the Forestry will want Alternate 5 again.

Alexis Upton Knittle has provided the Town Council with a copy of the retainer agreement.

. 

Ritter Ranch, Larry Tyler: Will ask Bob Barjam to come to the next committee. There is a trail committee that is identical to our trail committee. The trail committee work is being duplicated. Larry Tyler suggests canceling our Trails Committee because the other committee is pursuing the same issues and has better contact with developers, Cities & County. He will make sure that Ritter/SunCal follows with our settlement agreement. Marcy Watton is on this other committee. Committee includes the stakeholders such as the Back Country Horseman. The design of the equestrian center will tie into the trails. The settlement agreement must be addressed. The trails will be multi use with pedestrians, bicycles and horses. No motorized vehicles will be permitted in the trails.

Bill Elliott makes a motion to disband the Ritter Ranch Leona Valley Town Council Trails Committee. There is no notice on the agenda, so there is no vote. This will be added to the agenda for the next general meeting. 

Community Outreach, Alexis Upton Knittle: Alexis Upton Knittle and Robert Wood went to the Quartz Hill Town Council meeting. There is an underlying current with the other Town Councils and all of the Town Councils are experiencing the pressure. One member resigned. One member has been voted out, as the member did not meet the criteria.  

Richard Thomas indicates Norm Hickling would like to have a meeting with the officers of all of the Antelope Valley Town Councils. 

Community Standards, Bill Elliott: Bill has no comment. There has been no recent  meeting.

Alexis Upton Knittle states that we should review the Juniper Hills new CSD to see if there is anything we can incorporate during our revision. 

Bill states that the committee has already decided that we would copy some standards from as many of the CSD’s from other communities that best match the desires of our town.

Marcy Watton suggests: Malibu has good ridgeline requirements and view-scape protection and horse-keeping standards.

We are waiting for Jan Powell’s guidelines. 

Alice Wollman/Benoit and Bill Elliott will get together on this topic.

Long Range Plan, Richard Thomas: supplemental committee to analyze annexation and CSD issues. Meeting to be July 18, 2007

Bylaws, Richard Thomas: Bill Elliott reviewed and marked up our old by-laws. Alexis Upton Knittle and Richard Thomas have reviewed. We have a copy of the new Juniper Hills by-laws and we will see if there is anything that is applicable when updating our by-laws.

Bill Elliott has questions regarding the by-laws in terms of original intent of the writers.

Under the qualifications: must be 18 years at registration; and a resident of the community; Bill Elliott thinks there is a minimum residency requirement. 

Changes to the by-laws are to be voted by the Town Council during two consecutive meetings in order for an approval and change to take place.

Zip Code, Larry Tyler: Still reviewing the guidelines; Alexis Upton Knittle will help.

OLD BUSINESS:

Development Committee: 

Rules to be followed for the Development Committee and the Town Council position on development shall be:

· Town Council selects the chair person

· The chair the selects the members of the committee, which can include 1 other town council member.

· The Town Council as a group approves the committee that the chair selects

· The committee then meets as a committee

· The committee makes recommendations to the town council

· The Town Council can approve, disapprove or send the committee back for further study or modification of the recommendations

· Town Council then takes action

We could consider the committee structure in the by-laws.

Proposed Members for the Development Committee

Richard Thomas, Chair

Robert Wood

Alice Wollman/Benoit

Mary Ann Floyd

Guyla Clayton

Juanita Kirkpatrick

Lana Seymour

NEW BUSINESS:
Format & Depth of Minutes: Leave minutes the same. They are too in depth but it provides a good catalog of the events. Larry Tyler had a problem with a slight modification of the minutes (changing a word). The minutes were modified accordingly but there is a concern that the record of the minutes is changed (i.e.: changing a word that was not said). The Council is reminded that the meeting minutes are not a transcript, but are a synopsis of events of the Council meeting.

Communication Flow for Town Council Members: Richard Thomas would like to discuss how they can improve their communications and still be in compliance with the Brown Act. Can make statements but cannot comment back on them. Can distribute information but cannot comment on it.

Agenda Items for Next Meeting: AV Water Plan, draft for Prop 50 letter; our expenses and income will need to be summarized for the end of our fiscal year. Will bring up the issue of community center clean up at the next meeting. We need to establish an election committee next month. 

Richard Thomas, Comment: Robert Wood and Larry Tyler are recognized for their work on Gala Under the Stars. Alexis Upton Knittle gets kudos for the work she has done on the power line issue. Bill Elliott is praised for the on his handing of the Narconon issue. Alice Wollman/Benoit praised for her volunteer work.

Roberts Rules: Alexis has reviewed the abridged version of Roberts Rules. Has rules on maintaining email records. The Town Council needs to read this section. Richard Thomas will buy a copy for everyone.

Community Center Clean-up: The Town Council needs to take one month of the year to clean up the building and property. Will bring up at the next meeting.

Adjournment Time: 9:35
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