PENDING COUNCIL APPROVAL

Leona Valley Town Council

General Meeting Minutes

July 9, 2007

Call to Order:
Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call, Conducted by Alexis Upton Knittle: Alexis Upton Knittle; Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Richard Thomas were all present; Bill Elliott is absent;

Review of Minutes: June 11, 2007 modified to spell Berger as “Burger”. As modified minutes were approved; Alexis Upton Knittle abstains;

Richard Thomas, Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Bill Elliott absent; Lost $110 on investments; legal fees have been paid; net income -$4,000; End of Fiscal year: July 2006 to June 2007: large expenses were insurance $1,859; office $1,258; legal fees $20,000; $25,000 expenses for the year; there were $15,600 in donations; interest income $4,000; Income $19,500; Bottom line –$6,183 for the year;

Motion on Fiscal Report; Larry Tyler makes a motion; Alexis Upton Knittle asks to table the Fiscal Report until next meeting; 

Increasing liability insurance: $1,000,000 limit in coverage for the entire council; would like to increase; Suggests an increase to $3,000,000 in liability insurance coverage which is an additional $845 per year; A motion is made to increase the directors insurance by Alexis Upton Knittle to $3,000,000; Robert Wood seconds the motion; all is in favor; motion is carried; 

Vote to approve $64 to pay for our post office box. Alexis Upton Knittle makes motion to approve $64 to pay for post office box; Robert Wood seconds the motion; motion is carried to pay $64 to post office;

Public Comment: Maureen would like a feasibility study for Leona Valley to become an incorporated city. Richard Thomas says that this can be part of our long-range plan committee.  

PROGRESS REPORTS

Government Relations, Special Guest Deputy Sheriff Worthington:

· Upwards of 20 traffic stops a day;

· Teenagers/kids getting tickets;

· Most tickets have been stop signs and crossing the double yellow line;

· 3 people per week have gone to jail; 

· Narcotics, outstanding warrants and small petty theft for arrests;

· He has a random schedule to cover problem areas; there is an extra car assigned out here for 32 hours per week;

Question: 800-900 additional residents will be locating to this area because of the new developments; is Sheriff’s Department going to adjust? 

Answer: Does not know how it will work out; they are aware; in Acton they had a large development and did not allow for the extra needed coverage;

Question: Gangs, mostly drive through or do we have actual gangs in our area?

Answer: You have want to be gangs out here; on the weekend, gangs do go to Lake Elizabeth; on Sundays, they wreck havoc at the Lake. They generally don’t stop in Leona Valley.

Praise by Lana Seymour for Sheriff Worthington.

Comment by Worthington: Dirt bike patrol; he has been issued a dirt bike and is issuing dirt bike tickets; they may ride the fire roads but not the other roads in town; these are trespassing tickets; if you ride on your own property and dust out another property, then you are breaking another law; all off road vehicle riders require a helmet; lack spark arrester is an $1,100 ticket; 

Antelope Valley Integrated Regional Water Management Plan: Robert Wood has prepared a letter to the Department of Health Services so that Leona Valley can obtain Proposition 50 funds; 

We are seeking grant money through proposition 50 with no matching funds; the requirements:

1.) Community of 3,000 people or less and less than 1000 connections;

2.) Problem with the quality of drinking water. (Our main well is fluoride contaminated); private wells have arsenic and nitrate contamination; 

Letter has been prepared; Due by July 31, 2007; next AV Water meeting is this Wednesday; and would like to hand deliver the letter; 

We will need to sell water to the community and establish our own district; we will be self funded; we will need a water board; we will need technical people on hand to operate the system; we can say no to funds later if we don’t wish to follow through with the program; the water service would be an independent agency within our own town. We have 4-6 months before we enter the next level; we are legally bound once we receive the funds; this letter is for the pre approval for the process; this is a comprehensive designed plan and we get hand held through the entire process; it is time to look at other directions; the grant money is available now; if we have more control over our water we have more control over our future; the grant is $50M; we don’t know how much money we will receive at this point; potentially several million dollars; Cal Water might not continue to be a purveyor; this is just for wells, pipes and tanks;

Alexis Upton Knittle makes a motion that Robert Wood moves forward with the pre application process to obtain Prop 50 grant money; Larry Tyler seconds the motion; motion is passed; 

Water Rates, Robert Wood & Alexis Upton Knittle:

Alexis Upton Knittle: Working with the law firm that represented us for the power lines to see if they could assist us with the water intervener status; had conflicting information about where we are in the process; we received a water advice letter; it was mailed to the former Town Council president; we had 15 days from the date of the letter to respond; it tells us how to be prepared for the next rate hike; we missed the deadline for the response (due June 4) letter dated May 20th, 2007; we will calendar this ahead of time before the advice letter comes so that we can go for intervener status; we already sent them a of names/contacts of the Council, they have not updated their system;

Robert Wood: Public Hearing at Chimbole center 7:00 for the AV Water Plan; Wed July 18 in Rosamond too; 

Community Outreach, Alexis Upton Knittle: There is a luncheon for Grace Resource Center; her company bought a table; a couple town council members will be in attendance; it will be at the AV Fairgrounds; Wednesday at 11:30;

Power Lines, Alexis Upton Knittle: Should be hearing soon about compensation; decision from the administrative law judge is pending;

New invoice $2,267.50 for the pink route request for compensation; we need to get donations from the community now; there is no additional billing for the month of June; Dahlia Grossman requests a press release from Alexis Upton Knittle; 

Ron Howell, Power Lines 

When the deputy brought up the issue with gangs; his concern went to the discussion of dirt bike riders; Ron is very concerned about the gang problem in our area;

LVTC made the building available to Edison and Bouquet residents to discuss Alt 2 transmission lines; most could not make it because there was a fire at the reservoir;

Last weekend he was in the middle on the fire in Agua Dulce and was nearly over taken by fire right after going under the large power lines; the photo on the front page of the AV Press shows an helicopter dropping fire retardant and avoiding power lines in that area; the fires locally cannot be fought if the power lines go next to the reservoir; we have a 70 year history of fighting fires with the lines at their current location and the lines should stay in that location; April 15 was supposed to be their determination date; they have not made a decision yet; Multiple town councils needs to consider and assess this issue; 

Norman Hickling: He has been in constant contact with the forestry; So Cal Edison was very clear that they would be happy with the route on top of the ridge, but never produced a letter to that effect; has contact with Congressman McKeon; 

Richard Thomas, Long Range Plan: The County is going to update their 1980 plan; there will be two public hearings; one at the end of July; 1 at the first of August; this will be a new long range plan; 

Richard Thomas, Developer Committee: The committee has been developed by structure and members; 

· Town Council selects a chair

· Chair selects members, which can include 1 other tc member

· TC approves committee;

· Committee meets

· Committee recommends to Council in public;

· Council can approve or disapprove or recommend further study;

· Council then takes action;

Motion has been made by we form a committee and receive information by the committee as indicated; made by Robert Wood; 2nd by Alexis Upton Knittle; motion is passed;

Committee Members Proposed:

Richard Thomas, Chair

Robert Wood

Alice Wollman-Benoit

Lana Seymour

Guyla Clayton

Mary Ann Floyd

Juanita Kirkpatrick

Larry Tyler makes a motion to accept the proposed slate of committee members; Alexis Upton Knittle seconds the motion; motion is carried; 

Closed committee meeting scheduled for tomorrow to review the necessity of an EIR for the Valley Vineyard project; will discuss at the working session; we have 30 days to respond; dated June 21, 2007; we did not receive until 3 days ago.

Robert Wood, Comprehensive Emergency Plan: still putting information together;

Old Business:

 Ritter Ranch Trail Committee: It was brought to the attention of the Town Council by Larry Tyler that there is another duplicate trail committee. This is the GPS committee headed by Elaine McDonald; she has worked on this committee for 2 years; would like to stay involved with the design of the equestrian center and the staging area; Larry Tyler will monitor this process;

Motion: A motion has been made by Larry Tyler to disband the Leona Valley Town Council Ritter Ranch Trail Committee; Alexis Upton Knittle seconded the motion; motion is carried;

Bob Barjam, Sun Cal: We are about to switch traffic on Elizabeth Lake Road to the north lanes; we are installing sewer at the Lazy T; will enable them to eventually move all of the traffic to the north side while they fill the south side of Elizabeth Lake Road; Elizabeth Lake Road will be done next year; the purple pipes are for future reclaimed water; there is a guard on the property;

Sun Cal has started a residential development company called Mosaic. They have one or two builders waiting to start;

There was an accident near Ana Verde; someone was riding a four wheel drive atv and lost his life;

They are paving the backbone roads inside the project; they are continuing to put infrastructure in such as utilities; 

The Visitors Center will be a 3,500 square foot building with lush landscaping; the idea where every interested buyer will first stop to visit the project; from their, they can go to the builders models; trenches will be done on Wednesday; 

New Business:

Election Committee, Richard Thomas: Need to have a chair of this committee; Bill Elliott will help with the process; need to organize the candidate forum; create a call for candidates; create a ballot; run the actual election; Robert Wood volunteers; Larry Tyler makes a motion to accept Robert Wood as chair of the election committee; Alexis Upton Knittle seconds the motion; motion is carried;

Community Relations, Community Building Clean-up, Larry Tyler: Town Council has been asked to clean it for a day; We can pick an area and deep clean that area; Larry will find out what months are available;

Working Meeting: July 23rd 2007; will discuss the water plan; reviewing the bylaws; 

Post Office, Robert Wood: We may be losing our local post office; Robert Wood will check into this matter;

Town Council Calendar: Alexis Upton Knittle: Is there a calendar that exists for standard things that the Council goes through on a yearly basis? Alexis Upton Knittle would like to create such a tracking for future Town Councils. 

 Adjournment Time: 9:00;
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