Leona Valley Town Council

Working Meeting Minutes

July 23, 2007

Call to Order:
Richard Thomas, 7:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call: Robert Wood, Larry Tyler; Bill Elliott; Richard Thomas were all present;

Review of Minutes: Larry Tyler moves to approve minutes as submitted; Bill Elliott second; minutes approved as submitted;

Bylaws/Special Session, Richard Thomas: 

a.) Special Session on Saturday to discuss personnel matter;

b.) July 18,2007, Alexis Upton Knittle submits a letter of resignation; resignation is effective immediately. 

c.) Vote per Brown act for immediate action (54954.2.b.2)

d.) Nominate replacement per Robert Rules of Order as defined LVTC Article 13;

Nominations from floor:

e.) Vote for Replacement

Richard Thomas: Alexis Upton Knittle will be sorely missed; She has done a lot of hard work on the power line issues and has contributed substantially to the Council.

Larry Tyler would like to hold off on a replacement until the next meeting to allow for public notification and input; he would like to wait until the first meeting in August for a vote. 

Bill Elliott is concerned that the town council is not fully populated and we have pressing issues at hand with Valley Vineyards. 

Richard Thomas spoke with Norman Hickling this afternoon; the replacement can be done immediately; 

Robert Wood: We are heading in the right direction, as far is the nomination process; next meeting is not until August 13, 2007; 

Bill Elliott: Valley Vineyard project is due August 6, 2007;

Guyla Clayton: We have too short of a timeframe.

Juanita Kirkpatrick: Difficult to find volunteers let alone find one mid term; we need to select someone now.

Bill Elliott: compromise; nominate and reconsider?

Christine Stoddard: Should put someone in place right away;

Bill Elliott: this was an emergency immediate action; makes motion under the Brown Act to make a nomination to fill secretary spot; Robert Wood seconds motion; no opposition; motion is carried;

Richard Thomas requests nominations:

Larry Tyler nominates Alice Benoit.

Citizens asked for nominations: none

Term to be determined;

Motion is carried;

Public Comment: Guyla: Did you see the article on Edison? Richard Thomas: Yes; will be a topic of discussion;

Juanita Kirkpatrick: Russ Fuller spoke with Juanita; 40% (or greater) cutback in water supply to Leona Valley from AVEK; In addition, there will be a full AVEK shutdown 1 week October; 1 week shut down in February; Christine states the aqueduct is to be shut down for ten days in the near future; 

California Water Service will be contacted for a presentation; Robert Wood will contact AVEK and California Water Service;

PROGRESS REPORTS

Antelope Valley Integrated Regional Water Management Plan, Robert Wood: Document has been submitted;

Community Standards, Bill Elliott: Bill started incorporated some of Acton standards; Will schedule meeting probably in a week.

Long Range Plan, Richard Thomas: Committee to analyze annexation and CSD issues. Meeting to be July 18, 2007

Bylaws, Bill Elliott: incorporated most of Larry Tyler’s inputs; added some wording for the absence of alternates as per Juniper Hills guidelines; Does not know if Leona Valley has a charter. According to Terry Kenney thinks the Town Council may have a charter;

Recording secretary takes the minutes; corresponding secretary writes the letters; need to decide if we need both;

Town Council cannot incur debt as per bylaws; Alexis Upton Knittle submitted a comment indicating a change may be necessary to this statute; no one concurs. 

Will add a change in bylaws regarding resignations and terms;

Added a bylaw to require a town council member be a resident of the community for two years and must be a property owner in the community. Will post to the website and finish up re-write so that we may finalize. Needs to be voted on by the Town Council when complete in two consecutive regular meetings; should be ready to vote in September and October; 

Vineyard Committee, Response to County: Committee is a neutral research group to promote the common good for the community of Leona Valley; 

Terry Kenney: Are the names of the committee members in the minutes? Rich Thomas—yes, in minutes;

Development Committee makes a presentation of preliminary research and findings regarding the project and the general areas of concern and potential impacts. Area drainage display board and local photographs were also reviewed by the Council and community members in attendance. 

Motion to submit findings via the document known as the Preliminary Response by the Leona Valley Town Council to the Initial Study and Impact Analysis Matrix by the County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning to the Valley Vineyard Project with cover letter, subject to the completion of minor editing revisions to be completed prior to August 6, 2007. The Motion has been carried. 

OLD BUSINESS:

Town Council Building Clean-up: October 2007;

NEW BUSINESS:

Wed August 8, 2007 is Supervisor Antonovich’s birthday party; To be held at Holy Cross Armenian Church in Montebello. 

August 6th Lancaster Public Library Preliminary Draft Presentation of the General Plan. Bill and Richard would like to go.

Allday requested copy of tape May 14, 2007 Meeting; tape is not the property of the Town Council; 

Agenda for Next Meeting: Try to contact AVEK & Cal Water to speak; need to make a decision on whether to pay the lawyers on the Powerline project;

Adjournment Time: 9:30;
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