SPECIAL MEETING OF THE LEONA VALLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Saturday, January 23, 2010, 6:00PM

The purpose of the special meeting was to define the Town Council’s financial support for the Community Fight over the Water Rate Increase Requested by Cal Water Service Company before the California Public Utilities Commission

Meeting Called to Order by Suzy Love

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Suzy Love

Mike stated that currently there is $1,450 in community contributions

Lana Seymour stated that the water committee needs the matching funds now, and that the community will step forward to match the $10,000 contributed by the TC.  She also suggests that all donations/contributions go toward a utility fund to fight this and future rate increases.

The Water Committee reported that they were meeting with an attorney Monday, the 25th, and need permission to spend TC money for a retainer, if needed.

Juanita Kirkpatrick gave history of how TC money was obtained, the Ritter Ranch lawsuit, the local parties being sued (including Juanita) and the lawsuit being settled.  She does not believe matching funds should be made available before community funds are spent.

Karl Pearcy asked what will the money go for, how is the money being raised, since the donations are tax deductible he need EIN Number.
Larry Tyler made a motion that we allow the $10,000 the TC committed to be available for the committee’s use, regardless of the community contributions.   The motion was denied, Waters, Love and Elliott voting against.

Larry Tyler made a second motion to allow the committee to use the TC funds with the understanding that the community had to raise the $10,000 matching funds.  That motion passed unanimously.

A question of how the matching community funds would be handled by the TC.  It was agreed that all funds would go into the TC checking account as donations, and no funds would be refunded to individuals if we received funds from the CPUC 
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through our intervener status.  Any surplus funds will be accounted for as a Utilities War Chest account for future use.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 (plus or minus)

