Leona Valley Town Council

P.O. Box 795 • Leona Valley • California 93551

____________________________________________

Meeting Minutes

November 13, 2006

Call to order/Time:

Mike Waters, 7:30 PM 

Pledge of Allegiance: 
Lead by Richard Thomas

Council Roll Call:
Conducted by Alice Benoit: Members in attendance: Mike Waters, Richard Thomas; Bill Elliott; Terry Kenney and alternate John Collard; Absent:  Jan Powell; 

Review of Minutes:
Minutes were available on the Internet but were not available for tonight’s meeting; Minutes as posted on Internet approved; Terry Kenney abstained, as he had not read the Internet minutes.

President’s Comments:
Mike Waters discusses the interesting couple of years on the Council. Thanks everyone for his or her hard work. 

Treasurer’s Report:
Bill Elliott submitted treasurer’s report; $7,600 paid to law firm; current total balance $119,762.76; Because we have had an election, the new members will need to sign the signature card at Downey Savings; full names of new Town Council must be on meeting minutes for the bank; existing checking account is a money market account with a limit on check writing; we wrote too many checks last month and had a $10.00 service charge; would like to convert the money market into a standard checking account; 


Treasurer’s report has been approved as submitted; 

New Business: 



Richard Thomas, Election Results: 
Alexis Upton-Knittle & Robert Wood have been elected to the Leona Valley Town Council; Larry Tyler has been elected as an alternate; Norman Hickling, Deputy to Supervisor Antonovich swears in new Council; existing remaining members of Council are also re-sworn into office. 

The 2006/2007 members of the Leona Valley Town Council are as follows:

Richard Thomas

William Elliott

Terrence Kenney

Alexis Upton Knittle

Robert Wood

Larry Tyler (Alternate)

Election Volunteers:  Richard and Mary Thomas; John Collard; Don Hobart; Jim Davis; John and Lana Seymour; Mike Waters; Alice Benoit;

Election Survey, Priorities:  

1.) Zip Code


2.) Update Community Standards District  

3.) Develop an emergency plan

4.) Develop mid range and long range plans for town

5.) Cityhood  

General Electorate Information:  According to Guyla Clayton, there are now 1,000-1,100 voters in Leona Valley; Our original election boundaries went down to Spunky Canyon Road at Bouquet Canyon; to the crest of Godde Hill Road; at Elizabeth Lake Road and 50th Street West; and 2 houses past San Francisquito Canyon Road at Elizabeth Lake Road; The voter registration list used by the Leona Valley Town Council is now outdated. A new list may be obtained from the Registrar Recorder 30-days prior to an election. Guyla Clayton has volunteered to obtain a new list for the Town Council. 

New Town Council, 1st Meeting to Select Officers: The new Leona Valley Town Council will be meeting at Jackie’s Country Kitchen on November 29, 2006 at 7:00 PM. The new group will be discussing officer assignments, bylaws and the Brown Act.  

Presentation by Norman Hickling: Norman Hickling presents retiring president, Mike Waters, and alternate John Collard with certificates of appreciation (scrolls) from the office of Supervisor Antonovich. There is also a scroll for Jan Powell who is not in attendance; 

Presentation by Richard Thomas: A plaque for Mike Waters and John Collard for their years of service and volunteering. Both are greatly appreciated. Plaque for Jan Powell will be presented at a later date.

New Deputy: Terry Kenney states the name of the new resident deputy will be disclosed next month. 

Jaws of Life: John Grimm reports that a “Jaws of Life” has been donated from the Coffee Creek Volunteer Fire Department (Trinity Fire Department); needs some minor repairs; Town Council to send a thank you letter and possibly a small gift to the Trinity Fire Department for their generous gift (equipment is worth +/-$10,000)

Larry Tyler, Heritage Park: Prisoners have started framing the structure; will need $30,000 to finish project; 

Terry Kenney, Special Request: A resident on Northside Drive has requested a copy of 1992 Leona Valley Town Council minutes, which addresses geology in that area. The minutes are believed to be in storage; Terry Kenney will follow-up; 

Bouquet Canyon Road Sign: Guyla Clayton reports road sign is not working again; Bill Elliott states it is on a “test” pattern; 

Brown Act: Chuck Crandall attended the ARTC meeting, which covered the issues pertaining to the Brown Act. Norman Hickling will be supplying the Town Council with a guidebook so that there are no misunderstandings. Some known rules include:

· All votes must be in public

· No discussion of topics outside of the Town Council meeting; can create an agenda item only outside of Town Council meeting among Council members;

· Use of the Internet can be construed as a serial meeting if it involves more than two members of the Council;

· 72 hour notice is required for a Special Executive Meeting

· Emergency meetings are permitted on very rare circumstances, such as the power line issue; 

· There may be closed session meetings for personnel issues or legal/lawsuit matters; however, during the regular Town Council meeting there must be an indication that there was a closed session meeting, but the results of the discussion are not required at the public meeting, in order to protect confidentiality of the circumstances. 

· Display meeting minutes in 2 locations; 

Old Business:

Bill Elliott, Narconon:  Clark Carr requested a meeting regarding the conditions for the Conditional Use Permit.  Bill Elliott sent a letter stating that there will be no meeting; the next hearing is scheduled for January 3, 2007.
Terry Kenney, Power Lines: There is a concern for the “pink” route as there is no financial support from the east end of the Valley. We have filed a motion to obtain intervener status; the attorney charged only 3 hours time for the pink line response ($450 x 3); contributions total $15,450 including $2,500 from Valley Vineyard; $5,000 from Sun Cal; $2,000 from Petersen Ranch; this excludes the retainer money paid by local residents; We have spent $7,600 on fees; $2,000 on retainer; we need additional donations. 

We will hear from the Public Utilities Commission in mid December or January as to the recommendation from the Administrative Judge.
Karl Pearcy, Water: Indicates Leona Valley may be cut-off from Antelope Valley water table situation; no Judge ruling at this point; must confirm this information with the Farm Bureau; 

Ritter Ranch/Sun Cal: There will be a review of a Conditional Use Permit for the Recreation Project on Thursday at 6:00. The recreation area is located at the top of the hill, past the bridge in Phase I. 

The proposed Sports & Recreation Complex will be gated and a security pass card will be required in order to gain access; association dues will pay for maintaining these improvements. The facility will include a complex for meetings, yoga and receptions; there will be a 45 x 75 pool; tot lot; basketball court; sand volleyball court; park will not be visible from Elizabeth Lake Road; it will be situated on 204,752-square feet of land area and will include 99 standard and 5 disabled parking spaces.

The Amphitheater is planned in another location. It will not be seen from Elizabeth Lake Road. It will be situated in a “bowl”. 

Lana Seymour asks, “What happens to the creek during heavy rains now that grading has been done? Will it affect Elizabeth Lake Road?” Answer: The creek is graded but it is still lower than the road and will not affect Elizabeth Lake Road. There will be a drainage control device along Elizabeth Lake Road; the new roadbed will go up a couple feet above the concrete box structure. The road will be through with the grade during the first quarter of 2007. If Ana Verde does not get their section done on time, Ritter/Sun Cal may need to complete instead.

Alice Benoit states: There needs to be a correction in the marking of the road near the start of the curb on the eastern end of Elizabeth Lake Road. It is confusing. The new road appears to direct the driver to the old road because of a white line, which is difficult to see at night. In addition, the curb is difficult to see at night and could easily be hit.” Answer: this will be investigated and corrected.

John Collard asks, “Will there be a lead truck guide issue in the future? We would like advance notice.” Answer:  We will never close the road. 

Sherry Howell asks, “When will the first homes be sold?” Answer: Builders are to start construction during the 1st quarter of next year.”

Announcements/Calendar:

Next Regular Meeting, December 11, 2006

Adjournment/Time: 9:05 PM;
