Leona Valley Town Council

www.leonavalleytowncouncil.org

P.O. Box 795 • Leona Valley • California 93551

____________________________________________

Meeting Minutes

August 14, 2006

Call to order/Time:

Rich Thomas, 7:35 PM 

Council Roll Call:
Conducted by Terry Kenney: Members in attendance: Rich Thomas; Bill Elliott; Terry Kenney and alternate John Collard; Absent:  Mike Waters and Jan Powell; 

Review of Minutes:
Minutes were not complete;

Chair Comments:
Rich Thomas will act as chair in the absence of Mike Waters.  The agenda was not completed;  

· Guest tonight, Alis Clausin of Southern California Edison

· Plans to appoint a Sergeant at Arms;  Terry Kenney will temporarily fill this position; 

· Guests, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department

Treasurer’s Report:
Bill Elliott submitted treasurer’s report; this is the end of the fiscal year; Terry Kenney motioned to accept treasurer’s report; Rich Thomas seconded the motion; All present were in favor, motion pasted.
New Business: 

Southern California Edison: Terry Kenney welcomes Alis Clausin of Southern California Edison; Clausen@sce.com. Regional Manager of Public Affairs;

There is a proposal to put up larger electrical transmission towers at the location of the existing towers.  Some new towers will be installed to meet the expanding demand of Southern California.  One of the proposed  plans, known as Alternate Route 5, will directly impact Leona Valley.  This is not a Southern California Edison proposal.  This is mandated by the Public Utilities Commission.  The proposed lines in route 5 will cross in the vicinity of Petersen Ranch; Southern California Edison is not permitted to be an advocate in this process.  Those properties within 300 feet of the proposed Electrical Transmission Tower right-of-way were notified; a copy of the proposed location will be at Terry Kenney’s office at 90th and Elizabeth Lake Road.  This expansion is to take advantage of the power generated at the Tehachapi wind farm.  By law, 20% of all power generated is to be renewable energy by 2017.  The closest receiving stations are in Acton and near Magic Mountain.  The Antelope Station at J and 92nd Street West is to be expanded. 

Resident Deputy Bill Alexelrod receives a commendation letter from the Leona Valley Town Council; presented by John Collard; (standing ovation by community)


Lieutenant Bob Johnson: Announces County wide COPS team; This is a community policing program; mandated by a grant originally by President Clinton; team will address specific issues of a community;  Deputy Rob Farrell and Craig Wiggins will serve to interface with community; will deal with area specific problems; Palmdale Station will have three deputies in the COPS program, who will work independent of the Palmdale Sheriff’s station;  they will handle all unincorporated areas surrounding Palmdale; these personnel are in addition to the resident deputy;  

There are currently eight applications submitted for the resident deputy position for the Valley and Lakes area. 

Juanita Kirkpatrick: Makes a formal request to have the expenses of the Citizens Anti-NARCONON Committee reimbursed by the Town Council ($4,553.58 to date).  The Town Council will address this issue at the next Town Council meeting. 

Bill Elliott: New website for the Town Council, www.leonavalleytowncouncil.org
New Business Continued: 

Andria Witmer: Andria announces she is a peace officer; someone in Orange County working for the Church of Scientology/Narconon has filed a complaint against her.  She used her work as a mailing address and has never told anyone of her position as an officer; she is permitted to receive private mail at work; believes this is retribution for her involvement in the Narconon committee; 

Old Business:

Ritter Ranch: 

· Water Service Agreement is now in place

· Currently installing sewer line on Elizabeth Lake Road

· On schedule to have builders on site by end of year; new homes by next summer;

· There is clearing at Joshua Ranch to allow a secondary access onto Elizabeth Lake Road; 

· Building box structure for drainage; 

· Bill Elliott address the “destruction” of the Armagosa Creek; SunCal indicates that this is permitted by Fish & Game; they are supposed to make other riparian/wet land improvements in another location; location has yet to be determined;

· The electrical transmission towers will not be impacted by the grading;

· Impact Sciences is the consultant on the Armagosa project; Betty Courtney of the Department of Fish & Game is overseeing the project;

· There are some geology issues on site; 

· Additional land donated to the Conservancy by Joshua Ranch;

Water Rates:
Rich Thomas announces a planned 32% rate increase approved by Judge for those served by California Water Service.  This decision now goes to the PUC Commissioners for final approval.  There is a hold for 2007 (9%) and 2008 (8%) pending a review.
Water Banking:
In another matter, a judgment has not been made concerning the Water Banking boundaries.  This should come down toward the end of September.
Narconon Hearing:
Four Town Council members attended the Downtown meeting before the Board of Supervisors.  The case has been remanded back to the Department of Regional Planning.

Election:
Bill Elliott: No applications have been received as of this date.
Announcements/Calendar:

Next Regular Meeting, September 11, 2006

Adjournment/Time: 9:08 PM;
As a matter of record, post Monday night meeting:

On Tuesday after the Monday night meeting, an E-mail motion was made to authorize up to $50.00 to pay for material associated with the power lines.

Motioned by: Bill Elliott

Seconded by Terry Kenney
4 in favor and 1 against

Motion passed.
